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quick
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MARRIED
TWO DAYS AGO

Bhavik Maheshwari
(26) had a simple
court marriage in

the city two days ago as he
had to leave for London
where he worked, and his
parents had planned a
more elaborate function
when he returned next. It
was not to be, as the Air
India flight carrying him
and 241 other passengers
and crew crashed soon
after take-off from the
Ahmedabad airport on
Thursday afternoon, killing
all but one. The newly-wed
Bhavik was one of the vic-
tims.

TRAVEL COUPLE
NO MORE

Neeraj Lavania and
his wife Aparna
were among the 241

souls onboard flight AI-171
from Ahmedabad to Lon-
don who died when the
plane crashed shortly after
takeoff on June 12. The
couple shared a passion
for travelling and were
known to take frequent so-
journs during the summer.
And this year, their chosen
destination was London.
Neeraj (50) and Aparna
(49) are survived by their
18-year-old daughter, who
might have joined them on
the trip, however, stayed
back to accompany her 70-
year-old grandmother,
who lives alone.

Over 300 soldiers
donate blood

The Indian Army has
launched a large-
scale blood donation

camp at the Military Can-
tonment in Ahmedabad to
aid victims of the devastat-
ing Air India AI-171 plane
crash. Around 300 army
personnel have stepped
forward to voluntarily do-
nate blood to support the
city's emergency response
efforts as hospitals con-
tinue treating those in-
jured in the tragedy.

GOOGLE’S
‘BLACK RIBBON’

Internet giant Google
mourned the loss of
lives in the Air India

plane crash in Ahmedabad
with an image of a black
ribbon pinned prominently
on the homepage of its
search engine. The icon
has been placed just below
the search bar.

VACATION
TURNS TRAGEDY

Aheart-wrenching tra-
gedy struck a promi-
nent Udaipur family 

as siblings Shubh Modi and 
Shagun Modi lost their lives 
in the devastating Air India 
crash in Ahmedabad on 
Thursday. The brother-
sister duo, children of 
marble businessman San-
jeev Modi, were aboard the 
ill-fated flight en-route to 
London as they had 
planned a vacation in UK. 
Speaking to IANS, their 
relative Satish Bhandari 
said, "It is a devastating and 
heart breaking incident. 
The siblings had planned to 
tour London for a vacation. 
Shubh had done his B.Tech 
in Chemical Engineering 
from UK while his sister had 
completed her BA-BBA 
from PDEU, Gandhinagar. 
Who knew this would be 
their last journey?" 

‘POSSIBLE REASONS
BEHIND CRASH’

‘Adhoori Kahani’
PTI
AHMEDABAD

Ahmedabad-based Pinakin
Shah and his wife Rupaben
were all excited to go to the
UK as their 30-year-old son
Rushab recently bought a
house in Scotland's Glas-
gow city and organised a
house-warming ceremony.

For them, their UK trip
was also special for
another reason as it was
after a long time that the
couple was going to spend
time together with
Rushab's sister and her two
daughters.

But all their plans were
reduced to ashes as the
couple was on board the
ill-fated London-bound Air
India flight that crashed in
Ahmedabad on Thursday
afternoon, killing 265
people, including 241 pas-
sengers.

Pinakin Shah, 62,
worked as a manager at a
box manufacturing com-
pany in Ahmedabad, while
58-year-old Rupaben was a
homemaker.

As thousands of commercial flights take to the skies daily, sturdy boxes painted in bright or-
ange hues are tucked away in aircraft fuselage. Those boxes, better known as black boxes,
record data during flights without interruption and hold crucial information in plane crashes

like the fatal accident of an Air India aircraft on Thursday afternoon.

Relatives of victims of the Air India plane crash
mourn outside a hospital, in Ahmedabad

Flames in sky, horror on ground
HEART-WRENCHING TRAGEDY | 241 people onboard died in plane crash in Ahmedabad

IANS
NEW DELHI

What began as an ordinary
day in Ahmedabad turned
into a nightmare within sec-
onds, as a deafening explosion
in the sky shattered the calm
on Thursday. Eyewitnesses re-
counted scenes of horror after
an Air India Boeing 787
Dreamliner, bound for Lon-
don, crashed shortly after
takeoff from the Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel International
Airport.

BOY SLEEPING NEAR TEA

STALL CHARRED TO DEATH

An eyewitness, Hansa
Ben, a relative of a victim of
the Air India Flight AI171
crash, speaking to IANS,

said, "We were outside on
the road when the incident
happened. My sister-in-law
was running a tea stall there.
She and her son were both
present at the spot. The boy
was 15 years old and was
sleeping on a rope bed (kha-
tiya). Suddenly, there was a
fire and he got caught in it.
He didn’t survive. His
mother has been admitted
to the hospital…"

500M AWAY: WE RAN

Another eye-witness, Suraj
Gajjar, whose house is just
500 metres away from the
crash site, said, "When the
blast happened around 1.40
p.m., we ran from our house,
it’s about 500 meters from
here. Everyone from the local

area gathered at the spot.
Within 5-6 minutes, the po-
lice, fire department, and all
emergency services had al-
ready arrived and have been
working non-stop since then.
The bodies being recovered
are all from the plane crash.
Work has been ongoing here
continuously..."

‘MISSED IT BY 40 SEC’

Another eyewitness re-
called how his life was saved
by just 40 seconds. "I missed
it by just 40 seconds", re-
called a shaken young man
who had been on his way to
his brother's admission.
"...Had I been there a little 
earlier, I could have been a
victim too... I immediately
called all my friends and

asked them to rush to the
spot. No one had the courage
to go near the fire, and even
the fire brigade hadn’t ar-
rived. When we arrived, we
first went to the canteen. My
group and I tried to remove
the gas cylinders to prevent
more explosions. Despite the
danger, one explosion had
already occurred. We didn’t
care for our safety, our focus
was on rescuing the
trapped", he said.

As rescue teams continue
their task, the people who
stood just seconds away from
the crash site relive the
trauma while sharing their
tragic ordeals, which is likely
to remain in their "memory
box" till their last breath.

Bhumi Chauhan, who moved to London two
years ago on a study visa and is currently in
India, is thanking God and her stars for miss-

ing the ill-fated Air India plane that crashed in
Ahmedabad as she got stuck in traffic and reached
the airport late.
Chauhan said she missed boarding the AI 171 flight
to London, which crashed soon after taking-off on
Thursday afternoon from the Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International Airport, by just 10 minutes.
She is visiting her hometown Ahmedabad for the
first time after moving to the UK two years ago.
"I am shivering after I learnt about the crash. I left
the airport at 1.30pm as I missed the flight due to
traffic. I thank God," Chauhan told PTI Videos.
She said she was in India for vacation after moving
to the UK on a study visa and scheduled to go back
to London on the flight.

10-MIN delay which
saved a life

C
.S. Randhawa, Presi-
dent of the Federation
of Indian Pilots Associ-

ation, speaking to IANS, enu-
merated many possible
reasons behind the cata-
strophic crash including -
bird hitting the flight, fail-
ure of both engines, prob-
lem with landing gear and
loss of lift.

He said that the prima facie
the point that comes to mind
is both engines failing, how-
ever added that such a situ-
ation is very rare.

“Ahmedabad is known for
high bird activity. If a bird had
hit and both engines got af-
fected, they could have burnt
or stopped them from work-

ing,” he said.
Further breaking down the

mystery, he said: “The second
possibility is that the plane
came from Delhi. When an
aircraft flies at high altitude,
its wings get cold. The wings
contain fuel and water drop-
lets can form due to the cold.
These droplets can become
part of the fuel. The plane was
refueled in Ahmedabad for
the next leg. Fuel testing is
done by engineers to check
for water contamination, or
any other impurities and it
must have been done. The air-
craft was fully serviceable and
ready for flight. Therefore, I
rule out the possibility of sab-
otage or technical failure.”

IANS / NEW DELHI

Amid the growing clamour for penal action against the Air
India officials and thorough safety checks of all the Boeing
planes, the Federation of Indian Pilots Association has lent
its weight behind the Dreamliner pilots, one of whom was
Captain Sumit Sabharwal with more than 8,000 hours of
flying experience. The Pilots association has also shared its
insights on possible probabilities and reasons behind the
Flight AI-171 crash, resulting in death of 241 people on board.

WHAT ARE THE BLACK BOXES?

n In modern aircraft, there are Cockpit Voice Re-
corder (CVR) and Digital Flight Data Recorder
(DFDR).

n Generally, they are called black boxes even
though they are painted with bright orange colour
to ensure high visibility. In some aircraft, the two
recorders are integrated.

n Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB):
In April 2025, AAIB set up a flight recorders labora-
tory at its premises in the national capital for
carrying out more effective probes into accidents.

n DFDRs are coated with bright orange colour,
treated with reflex material for high visibility and
securely connected with automatically activated
signalisation for localisation underwater, accord-
ing to the agency.

n Under the civil aviation ministry, AAIB carries out
detailed investigations into accidents and also sug-
gests measures to improve safety.

n Flight recorders trajector: The development of
flight data recorders evolved over a period of time.
It started with the use of metal foils for recording
data, and later, they were replaced with magnetic
tapes. At present, solid-state chips are used in the
flight data recorders.

n According to the International Civil Aviation Or-
ganization (ICAO), audio recordings from cockpit
voice recorders supplement flight data by provid-
ing related details on flight crew responses.

n The recordings also aid in assessments of how
radio communications or other outside distrac-
tions may have been a factor in an accident.
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