
Got demoted: Omar
shares stage with PM

MODI IN J&K: Abdullah rakes up statehood issue, hopes J&K will again be state

PTI
KATRA

Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah on Friday raked up the
issue of restoration of state-
hood to Jammu and Kashmir
at the flagging off of the
maiden train to Kashmir by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in this pilgrim town.

"There are four persons on
this stage who were present at
the inauguration of the Katra
railway station (in 2014). You
had just won the election, be-
coming the Prime Minister
for the first time. MoS in PMO
Jeetendra Singh was present
then and our LG Manoj Sinha
sahib was discharging duties
as MoS Railways and I was
here as chief minister.

The erstwhile state was re-
organised into the Union ter-
ritories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh follow-
ing the abrogation of Article
370 in August 2019.

Abdullah said many people
have dreamt of seeing a train
chugging into Kashmir. "Even

the British had dreamt of con-
necting Kashmir by train but
they did not succeed. Their
plan was to bring rail from
Uri, along the banks of Jhe-
lum, to connect with the

country. What the British
could not achieve has hap-
pened at your (Modi's) hands
and Kashmir has been con-
nected to the rest of the
country," he added.
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GLIMPSES OF PM’S J&K VISIT

PM Modi interacts with onboard school
children before inaugurating the
Katra-Srinagar Vande Bharat Express

Modi during the inauguration of the Anji
bridge, India’s first cable-stayed rail
bridge over river Anji, in Reasi district

PM flags off the Vande Bharat Express,
connecting Katra and Srinagar, from
Katra Railway Station, in Katra on Friday

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with J&K Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah during a public meeting at Katra

If you see, by the blessings of Mata Sinha has
got a promotion and I had a demotion. I was
chief minister of a state and now I am a CM of
the UT. However, I believe that it will not take
long to rectify it .... Jammu and Kashmir will
again get the statehood under your watch only
n Omar Abdullah 

UP Congress chief Ajay
Rai's ‘aide’ arrested in
Varanasi robbery case

Whynoaction
againstTMCleader
whothreatened
cop,NCWto
BengalDGP
IANS
KOLKATA

The National Commission of
Women (NCW) has asked the
West Bengal Police to take
strong and immediate action
against party Trinamool Con-
gress' former district presi-
dent in Birbhum, Anubrata
Mondal, over a viral audio clip
where he was heard threaten-
ing a police officer to rape the
latter’s mother and wife.

The commission, at the
same time, has asked the of-
fice of the state Director Gen-
eral of Police, Rajeev Kumar,
to submit a report to the
NCW within 72 hours from
the time of receipt of a com-
munique.

The main complaint against
the Birbhum District Police in
connection with the viral
audio clip is that, despite reg-
istering a case against Mondal,
the cops have yet to take any
strong action against him, ex-
cept questioning him once on
Thursday afternoon.

Amid these complaints
against the district police for
going soft on Mondal despite
the victim of the abuse being
a cop himself, the NCW had
written a strongly worded
letter to DGP Kumar seeking
clarification.

“The National Commission
for Women expresses deep
concern over the apparent
inaction by the state police in
this matter, despite clear and
widespread public outrage.
This inaction not only em-
boldens such repeat offenders
but also deeply undermines
the morale of the police force
and shakes public confidence
in the neutrality and respon-
siveness of law enforcement
agencies. You are aware that
Mr Mondal has a long and
well-documented history of
intimidation, criminal con-
duct, and corruption, includ-
ing arrest and custody by the
CBI in previous cases,” the
NCW letter to DGP Kumar
read.

According to the NCW, it
was shocking that even in the
face of such clear evidence
and a past criminal back-
ground, no effective or deter-
rent legal action has yet been
initiated by the state police.

IANS
VARANASI

In a significant development
in Varanasi, police have ar-
rested Amit Pathak, who is
said to be an assistant to
Uttar Pradesh Congress
Committee President Ajay
Rai, in connection with a
series of robberies and
thefts.

Pathak, aged 45, was
nabbed along with an ac-
complice. Both of them are
implicated in multiple crimi-
nal activities across various
regions, and police have
termed Pathak the leader of
the gang.

The police have registered
a case against the accused
under various sections of the

Indian Penal Code, including
extortion (Section 384), bur-
glary at night (Section 457),
robbery (Section 392), insult
(Section 504), criminal in-
timidation (Section 506), and
molestation of a woman
(Section 354). The Varanasi
Commissionerate Police are
carrying out an investigation
and are on the hunt to nab
other individuals involved in
the criminal network.

The arrests have sent
shockwaves through politi-
cal and law enforcement
circles, with investigations
now pointing toward a wider
network of criminal activity.
The police team arrested Pa-
thak and his accomplice
after a long tracking and
continued surveillance.

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

Even as Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Friday inaugur-
ated the Chenab railway bridge
and flagged off two Vande Bha-
rat trains between Katra and
Srinagar, the Congress on
claimed that the construction
of the bridge displayed “con-
tinuity in governance” and no
one should hog the limelight
since it came up with the ef-
forts of various PMs – including

P.V. Narasimha Rao, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and Manmohan
Singh.

Even before images of Modi
inaugurating the world's tallest
rail arch in Jammu and Kash-
mir began flashing on news
channels, Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh said,
“the Prime Minister never ac-
knowledges continuity in gov-
ernance because he is
perennially searching for self-
glorification and self-publicity.”

Tracing the timeline of the

272-km-long Udampur-Srina-
gar-Baramulla railway project,
Ramesh said it was sanctioned
in March 1995, when PV Nara-
simha Rao was the Prime Min-
ister. “Then in 2002, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee declared it a national
project. Of the 272-kilometre
stretch between Udhampur,
Srinagar and Baramulla, 160
km was already inaugurated
before 2014. It is not like Modi
came, gave the contract, and
the work started,” Ramesh
clarified.

‘No need to hog limelight’
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