
After conflict, focus on extra cover
CHOPPY WATERS| Security has been tightened at Odisha's Paradip port after the arrival of a
cargo ship, ‘MT Siren II,’ with 21 Pakistani crew members on board
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Amid concerns of espionage,
the Rajasthan administra-
tion has intensified security
measures along the India-
Pakistan border, with auth-
orities in Jaisalmer and Sri
Ganganagar banning the use
of Pakistani SIM cards.

According to officials,
Pakistan has recently in-
creased the range of mobile
towers near the border,
prompting fears of unauth-
orised communication and
surveillance.

"The use of Pakistani SIMs
has been strictly prohibited
in border districts to prevent
any breach of security," Jai-
salmer Collector Pratap
Singh said on Wednesday.

A similar order has been
issued by the Sriganganagar
district collector.

Security has been
tightened in villages within
50 km of the international
border, with restrictions on

the movement of outsiders.
The Border Security Force
(BSF) and local police are
maintaining high alert in
sensitive areas.

The Union Home Ministry

has identified Jaipur, Alwar,
Bharatpur, Kota, and Ajmer,
along with border districts
such as Barmer, Jaisalmer,
Bikaner, Ganganagar, and
Jodhpur, as sensitive in view

of possible air strikes.
Northern Army Com-

mander briefs LG: Lieuten-
ant General Pratik Sharma,
General Officer Command-
ing-in-Chief (GoC-in-C)

Northern Command, on
Wednesday called on Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj
Sinha and briefed him on
the latest developments and
different aspects of the pre-
vailing security scenario in
Jammu and Kashmir. He
was accompanied by Lt Gen-
eral Prashant Srivastava,
GoC 15 Corps.

Odisha cover: Security
has been tightened at Para-
dip port in Odisha after the
arrival of a cargo vessel
carrying 21 Pakistani crew
members, officials said on
Wednesday. The ‘MT Siren
II,’ which has a total of 25
crew members, reached
Paradip early on Wednes-

day, transporting 11,350 met-
ric tonnes of crude oil for In-
dian Oil Corporation Ltd.
from South Korea via Sin-
gapore. The remaining crew
includes Indian and Thai na-
tionals, officials added.

The Odisha Marine Police
and the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) inten-
sified security after being
alerted by the Immigration
Department about the pres-
ence of Pakistani nationals
on board, said Marine Police
Station inspector in-charge
Babita Dehuri. “Orders have
been issued barring all crew
members from deboarding
during the crude oil offload-
ing process,” Dehuri added.
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Remark on Qureshi: Naqvi
slams party colleague

Senior Bharatiya Janata Party leader Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi on Wednesday condemned Madhya Pradesh

minister Vijay Shah's controversial remarks about Co-
lonel Sofia Qureshi, a senior Army officer who briefed
the media along with Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri
and Wing Commander Vyomika Singh during Oper-
ation Sindoor. Naqvi said the minister is a 'fool'. Shah
has sparked a major controversy with his objectionable
comments on Tuesday that appeared to be directed at
Colonel Qureshi, whom he tried to project as a "sister
of terrorists."

Yogi flags off Tiranga Yatra

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on Wed-
nesday led the Bharat Shaurya Tiranga Yatra from his

official residence, calling unity and patience the nation’s
most powerful assets during times of crisis. Addressing a
massive gathering of students, BJP workers, and citizens
waving a 2,000-foot-long national flag, the Chief Minister
said India's strength lies not just in its military capability,
but also in its people's resolve. “Time and again, India has
crushed the morale of Pakistan, not just through strategic
operations like Operation Sindoor, but also through the
unmatched courage of our soldiers,” he declared. The
Chief Minister issued a stern warning to Pakistan and its
allies: “Continued support for terrorism will only lead to
their own destruction. Operation Sindoor was a befitting
reply to their audacity. Anyone who dares to threaten
India or insult our daughters will be left with no one to
mourn them.” -Biswajeet Banerjee

Ameriki
papa nay war
rukwadi?
GAURAV VIVEK
BHATNAGAR
NEW DELHI

Not satisfied with the
Ministry of External Af-
fairs categorical state-
ment on Tuesday in
which it had denied any
mediation by the United
States in the ceasefire
and rejected U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s
claim that “trade” was
used as a lever to buy
peace, the Congress on
Wednesday again asked
what the Prime Minister
and the External Affairs
Minister had to say on
the issue and if they did

“mortgage India’s secur-
ity interests in the face of
US pressure”.

Raising the issue, Con-
gress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh wrote in
a post on “X” that “A few
days ago we learnt of the
ceasefire with Pakistan
from the President of the
United States.

Now, at a public event
in Saudi Arabia yester-
day, the President reveals
that he may have coerced
and blackmailed India
into this ceasefire using
the carrot-and-stick of
sanctions and trade
deals.”

Ramesh then went on
to ask, “What do the
typically loquacious PM
and EAM have to say
about this revelation?
Did they mortgage
India’s security interests
in the face of US press-
ure?” He then also
quipped in Hindi, “Ame-
riki papa nay war ruk-
wadi?””, if the “American
papa” got the war
stopped.

His party colleague
and head of its media
and publicity depart-
ment Pawan Khera also
pitched in by sharing a
clip of Trump’s remarks
in Saudi Arabia and as-
serting that he had hy-
phenated India with
Pakistan in doing so.

“US president says it
again: 'I used trade to
make a deal between
them, and they agreed'.
Not only is Donald
Trump hyphenating
India with Pakistan, he is
comparing Prime Min-
ister Modi with Shehbaz
Sharif,” Khera wrote on
“X” and asked if this
comparison was accept-
able to the Prime Min-
ister's Office.

n Bhargavastra comes
with multi-layered defens-
ive capabilities. The first
layer comes with unguided
micro rockets with a 20-
meter lethal radius to neu-
tralise drone swarms up to
2.5 km. The second one is
equipped with guided
micro-missiles for preci-
sion targeting.

n It also comes with soft-
kill methods like jamming
and spoofing enemy
drones to distract them
away from high-value tar-
gets.

n India's system also has a
radar range of 6 to 10 km
for detecting small aerial
threats. It is also equipped
with EO/IR sensors for
identifying low radar
cross-section drones.

n Bhargavastra can be de-
ployed across diverse ter-
rains, including
high-altitude areas and its
modular system allows the

configuration of its sen-
sors and launchers per
mission need.

n This mobile system is
fully compatible with exist-
ing network-centric war-
fare systems and offers

near-simultaneous en-
gagement with enemy
drones.

n The need for an in-
digenous drone swarm 
system assumes impor-
tance as Pakistan is be-

lieved to have used the 
Turkish-made Kamikaze 
drones to target India's 
military installations while
responding to New Delhi's 
Operation Sindoor. Frag-
ments of debris from the 

ALL ABOUT BHARGAVASTRA
Byker YIHA III Kamikaze 
drones were recovered from 
several border regions after 
they were destroyed while in
the air by India's air de-
fences.

Cong cites
Trump's remarks
to ask if Centre
mortgaged
India’s security
interests under
US pressure

Union Home Ministry has identified
Jaipur, Alwar, Bharatpur, Kota, and
Ajmer, along with border districts such
as Barmer, Jaisalmer, Bikaner,
Ganganagar, and Jodhpur, as sensitive
in view of possible air strikes
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