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Damien Symon, geo-intelli-
gence researcher at the Intel
Lab. The Murid air base is a for-
ward operating base of
Pakistan, located just 150 kilo-
metresfromtheLineofControl.
It is situated in Pakistan’s
Chakwal, supporting the
Sargodha air base and the Nur
Khan air base in Rawalpindi,
both serving as forward loca-
tions for Pakistan’s air force.

The damages to under-
ground complex at Murid air-
basealsogetsascertainedfrom
the previous and after satellite
images, of May 10 military

strikes. 
In April 16 image, satellite

imagery showed undamaged
buildingatMuridairbase,how-
ever, the post-strikes image
structural damages to the
building.

“Structural damage is evi-
dent at this facility, believed to
serve as a command-and-con-
trol node near the UAV com-
plex of the airbase. A portion
of the roof has collapsed
inward,andtheouterwallsalso
exhibit visible deterioration,”
Damien Symon said, a day ago,
sharingthepicturesofdamages.

SpeakerThokchomSatyabrata
hasindividuallyandjointlymet
the 44 MLAs. There is no one
who opposes the formation of
anewGovernment,”Singhsaid.

“People are facing too much
hardship. Inthepreviousterm,
two years were lost due to
COVID,andinthisterm,anoth-
er two years have been lost due
to the conflict,” he said.

Manipur has been under
President’sRulesinceFebruary
after BJP leader N Biren Singh
resigned as the Chief Minister,
amid criticisms about his
Government’s handling of the
ethnicclashesbetweenMeiteis
and Kuki-Zos, which broke out
in May 2023.

The60-memberAssemblyat
present has 59 MLAs, with one
seat vacant due to the death of
alegislator.IntheBJP-ledcoali-
tion, there are 32 Meitei MLAs,
three Manipuri Muslim MLAs
and nine Naga legislators,
totalling 44.

The Congress has five MLAs
-- all Meiteis. The remaining 10
MLAsareKukis--sevenofthem
won the last election on a BJP
ticket, two belong to the Kuki
Peoples’Alliance,andoneisan

Independent.
The development comes

amid massive protests in the
Meitei-inhabitedImphalValley
over the hiding of the state’s
namewrittenonthewindshield
of a government bus by secu-
rity forces.

Meitei groups have been
demanding an apology from
the governor over the incident
that happened in Gwaltabi on
May 20, and the resignation of
the chief secretary, DGP, and
security advisor.

Since the beginning of the
ethnic strife in May 2023, in
which over 250 people have
been killed, Meitei groups
maintain that the territorial
integrity of the State is non-
negotiable in any peace
process,whiletheKuki-Zoout-
fits assert that the only solu-
tion to resolve the crisis is cre-
ating a separate administra-
tion for the hill districts where
they live.

The Gwaltabi incident has
added to the tensions, which
were waning in recent months
because of a slew of measures
being taken by the Centre to
bring back peace to the state.

The survey of chief econo-
mists from across the world in
private and public sectors
found that the growth outlook
for South Asia has been robust
despite a challenging global
environment.

Among all regions, chief
economists surveyed were
most optimistic about South
Asia’sprospects,withone-third
expectingstrongorverystrong
growth for the remainder of
2025. However, the region’s
immediate challenges intensi-
fied in early May with the out-
break of military exchanges
between India and Pakistan.

Acrosstheregion,chiefecon-
omists expected moderate to
high inflation.

The report noted that India,
South Asia’s largest economy,
looked set to be the primary
engine of growth, with GDP
expansion forecast by the IMF
at 6.2 per cent for 2025 and 6.3
per cent in 2026.

Although the rerouting of
Chinese exports is casting a
shadow over the region’s eco-
nomic prospects, a recently
concluded trade deal between
India and the UK was another
source of optimism, it said.

Globally, public debt con-
cerns were seen mounting as
defence spending rises, with
86 per cent of chief economists
expecting increased govern-
ment borrowing.

Artificial intelligence was
expected to drive growth, but
47 per cent anticipated net job

losses.
The global economic out-

look has worsened since the
start of the year, as rising eco-
nomic nationalism and tariff
volatility fuel uncertainty and
risk stalling long-term deci-
sion-making, the report said.

According to the WEF, a
strong majority (79 per cent)
of surveyed economists view
the current geoeconomic
developments as signs of a sig-
nificant structural shift for the
global economy rather than a
temporary disruption.

“Policymakers and business
leadersmustrespondtoheight-
eneduncertaintyandtradeten-
sions with greater coordina-
tion, strategic agility and
investment in the growth
potential of transformative
technologieslikeartificial intel-
ligence,” WEF Managing
Director Saadia Zahidi said.

“Thesestepsareessential for
navigating today’s economic
headwinds and securing long-
term resilience and growth,”
she added.

Global uncertainty was seen
as exceptionally high by 82 per
cent of the chief economists.

While a narrow majority (56
per cent) expected conditions
to improve over the next year,
concerns persist.

Nearly all the chief econo-
mists(97percent)placedtrade
policyamongtheareasofhigh-
est uncertainty, followed by
monetary policy (49 per cent)
and fiscal policy (35 per cent).

IAF strikes created 3-meter...

‘44 MLAs ready to form Govt...

India to be growth engine...

The announcement comes
amid South-West monsoon
reachingearlierthanusual,giv-
ing a boost to the sowing of
kharif crops, which contribute
over 50 per cent of India’s total
annual foodgrain production.

Briefing media after the
Cabinet meeting, Information
and Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said, “Two
key decisions were taken for
the welfare of farmers -- kharif
crops MSP and interest sub-
vention scheme.”

In the last 10-11 years, there
has been a “massive” increase
inthesupportpriceof14kharif
crops in line with the recom-
mendation of the Commission
for Agricultural Costs and
Prices, he said.

For the 2025-26 kharif mar-
ketingseason,thesupportprice
for‘common’and‘Agrade’vari-
eties of paddy has been

increased by Rs 69 each to Rs
2,369 per quintal and Rs 2389
per quintal, respectively.

Among other cereals, the
support price of ragi has been
raised by Rs 596 to Rs 4,886 per
quintal, jowar by Rs 328 to Rs
3,699 per quintal (hybrid) and
Rs 3,749 per quintal
(Maldani),maize by Rs 175 to
Rs 2,400 per quintal and bajra
by Rs 150 to Rs 2,775 per quin-
tal for 2025-26.

Pulses MSP has been
increasedbyupto5.96percent,
while that of oilseeds by up to
9 per cent from over the previ-
ousyeartoboostdomesticpro-
duction and reduce the import
dependency.

The support price for tur has
been increased by Rs 450 to Rs
8,000 per quintal, urad by Rs
400 to Rs 7,400 per quintal and
moong by Rs 86 to Rs 8,768 per
quintal for the said period.

Govt raises paddy MSP by 3%

■ Staff Reporter

NAGPUR, May 28 

THE Maharashtra Anti-Terrorism
Squad (ATS) has arrested a person
from Thane city for allegedly shar-
ing confidential information relat-
ed to restricted Government areas
with a Pakistan Intelligence
Operative(PIO)throughsocialmedia
platforms. The arrest follows an
intensiveinvestigationbasedoncon-
fidential intelligencereceivedbythe
ATS in Mumbai.

AccordingtoATSofficials, theman
had been in contact with a woman
via Facebook since November 2024.
Furtherquestioningrevealedthatthe
manhadbeenregularlytransmitting
sensitive and restricted information

through WhatsApp between
November2024andMarch2025.The
information is believed to pertain to
areasprotectedundernationalsecu-
rity protocols by the Government of
India.Actingonthefindings, theATS
registeredacaseagainstthemanand
two other persons known to be in
contact with him. The case has been
lodged at the ATS office in Thane
under Sections 3(1)(b) and 5(a) of
the Official Secrets Act, 1923, and
Section 61(2) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita.

The man has been arrested by the
ATS from his residence in Thane. A
senior ATS official stated, “This is a
serious breach of national security
andweareconductinginvestigation
to find his relations with the PIO.

MUMBAI, May 28 (PTI)

A 19-year-old Pune student, arrested for a social
media post concerning Indo-Pak hostilities, has
been released from jail after the Bombay High
Court granted her bail while rebuking the
Maharashtra government for “ruining her life”
and turning her into a “hardcore criminal”.

The girl was released from the Yerwada Central
Jail on Tuesday night following the HC’s order, as
per her lawyer. In a rebuke to both the state and
her educational institution, the court in its order
on Tuesday also suspended the girl’s rustication
order issued by the Sinhgad Academy of
Engineering.

The student, originally from Jammu and
Kashmir, moved to Pune in 2023 to pursue the
BachelorofEngineering(InformationTechnology)
degree course from the Sinhgad Technical
Education Society.

On May 7, the girl shared a post on Instagram
from an account called ‘Reformistan’, which crit-
icised the Indian Government during the Indo-
PakhostilitiesamidOperationSindoor.Withintwo
hours, she realised her mistake and deleted the
post after receiving a barrage of threats.

The Kondhwa police in Pune registered a First
Information Report (FIR) against her on May 9
and she was arrested. The girl was later sent to
judicial custody and was lodged at the Yerwada
prison.ShethenmovedtheHCthroughherlawyer
Farhana Shah, challenging the rustication order
and also sought quashing of the FIR and to be
released on bail.

On Tuesday, the HC came down heavily on the
governmentforits“absolutelyshocking”and“rad-
ical” response to the girl’s social media post.

The court ordered for the girl to be released
forthwith so that she can appear for her ongoing
semester exams.

Pursuanttothecourtorder, thegirlwasreleased
from jail at around 9.30 pm on Tuesday, Shah said.

The girl’s family was present outside the jail at
the time, the lawyer said.

Thecourthadalsodirectedtheeducationalinsti-
tution to provide the girl a hall ticket so that she
could appear for the exams.

It said the college shall, if necessary, provide
security and arrange a separate class for her to
appear for the exams.

The court also asked the police to ensure the
girl is given adequate police protection when she
goes to the college, considering the fear expressed
by her.

Shah said the girl would go to the college on
Wednesday to take her hall ticket and finish oth-
erformalitiessothatshecanappearfortheremain-
der of her papers scheduled from Thursday (May
29 to June 3).

MUMBAI, May 28 (PTI) 

BOLLYWOODactorDinoMoreaand
hisbrotherwereonWednesdayques-
tioned by the Economic Offences
Wing(EOW)ofMumbaiPoliceinthe
alleged Rs 65 crore Mithi river desilt-
ing scam, officials said. 

This is the second time in the last
three days that the actor was called
forquestioning,apoliceofficialsaid.
Morea and his brother Santino
appearedbeforeEOWofficialsatthe
Mumbai Police Commissioner’s
office in south Mumbai and their
statements were being recorded, he
said. Among other things, the broth-
ers were being questioned about
their alleged links with middleman
Ketan Kadam, arrested in the case
alongwithanotheraccusedJaiJoshi,
the official said.

Asperthepreliminaryprobe,Dino
Morea and his brother had repeat-
edphoneconversationswithKadam,
the official said, adding the EOW
team also found some suspicious
transactions of the arrested accused
and were probing if the actor had
anyroleinthesetransactions.Kadam
and Joshi were involved in the rent-
ing out of ̀ silt pusher’ machines and
multipurpose amphibious pontoon
machines to contractors who were
carrying out Mithi river desilting
work in the city.

NEW DELHI, May 28 (PTI) 

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi
will be on a two-day trip to four
States from Thursday to launch
numerous development proj-
ects, as he keeps up a busy itin-
erary touring different regions
in the run up to the first anniver-
sary of his third term in office.

Modi will visit Sikkim, West
Bengal, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh
on May 29 and 30, an official
statement said.

He will begin the tour by
attendingthe“Sikkim@50:Where
Progress meets purpose and
nature nurtures growth” pro-
gramme on Thursday, and lay
the foundation stone and inau-
gurate multiple development
projects in Sikkim before
addressing the gathering.

In West Bengal, he will lay the
foundation stone of City Gas
Distribution project in
AlipurduarandCoochBehardis-
tricts before inaugurating the
new terminal building of Patna
Airport in Bihar in the evening.

On Friday, he will inaugurate
and lay the foundation stone of
developmentprojectsworthover
Rs 48,520 crore in Karakat, Bihar
and address a public meeting.

In UP, he will lay the founda-
tionstoneandinauguratedevel-

opment projects worth around
Rs 20,900 crore at Kanpur Nagar
and address a public function,
the statement said.

Modi has toured states like
Rajasthan and Gujarat and will
be visiting more states ahead of
hisGovernment’sanniversaryon
June 9, the day he took oath in
his third term last year.

In his speeches, he has mixed
his development message with
a tough message to Pakistan fol-
lowing Operation Sindoor.

Referringtohisfour-statetour,
the statement said the Sikkim
government has planned a year-
longseriesofactivitiesunderthe
theme“Sunaulo,Samriddhaand
SamarthSikkim”,celebratingthe
essence of Sikkim’s cultural rich-
ness, tradition, natural splen-
dour and its history.

Projectstobelaunchedbyhim
include a new 500-bedded dis-
trict hospital worth over Rs 750
croreinNamchi,passengerrope-
way at Sangachoeling and stat-
ue of former prime minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee at Atal Amrit
Udyan at Sangkhola in Gangtok.

TheCityGasDistributionproj-
ect in Alipurduar and Cooch
Behar will be a significant step
towardsexpandingtheCGDnet-
workinIndia,thestatementsaid.

Theproject,worthoverRs1010

crore, aims to provide piped nat-
ural gas to more than 2.5 lakh
households, over 100 commer-
cial establishments and indus-
tries besides providing com-
pressed natural gas (CNG) to
vehicular traffic by establishing
around 19 CNG stations in line
with the Minimum Work
Program (MWP) targets stipu-
lated by the government.

Itwillprovideconvenient,reli-
able, environment-friendly and
cost-effective fuel supply and
create employment opportuni-
ties in the region, the statement
said.

The new terminal at Patna air-
port has been built at a cost of
around Rs 1,200 crore and can
handle one crore passengers per
year. Modi will also lay the foun-
dation stone of the new civil
enclave of Bihta airport worth
over Rs 1,410 crore.

The projects to be launched in
KarakatincludeNabinagarSuper
Thermal Power Project, Stage-II
(3x800 MW) in Aurangabad dis-
trict worth over Rs 29,930 crore,
which will aim at ensuring ener-
gy security for Bihar and eastern
India. It will boost industrial
growth,createjobopportunities,
and provide affordable electric-
ity in the region, the statement
said.
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