
Team India’s reveal Pak mission begins
WAR AGAINST TERROR| Delegates insist they would talk about cross-border terrorism
sponsored by Pakistan and reveal its ‘true face'
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The first of the seven all-party
delegations on Operation Sin-
door, constituted by the Centre
for taking across India’s views on
theoperationanditsfightagainst
cross-border terrorism, left for
Japan on Wednesday. Inciden-
tally, all the members of three of
the seven delegations were on
Tuesday briefed by Foreign Sec-
retaryVikramMisriabouttheis-
sues at hand and what points
they would need to raise.

Headed by Janata Dal United
MP Sanjay Jha the first delega-
tion would be covering the east-
ern part of the globe visiting

Japan, South Korea, Malaysia,
Singapore and Indonesia, which
also happens to be the country
with the highest population of
Muslims.

A key member of the delega-
tion is former external affairs
minister Salman Khurshid, who
alongwithtwootherseniorCon-
gress leaders – Shashi Tharoor
andManishTiwari–waspicked
directly by the Centre to be part

of the delegations despite their
partynotnamingtheminthelist
offourMPsithadapproved.The
othermembersofthisdelegation
are BJP MPs Aparajita Sarangi,
Brijlal, Pradhan Barua and He-
mangJoshi,TrinamoolCongress
MPAbhishekBanerjee,whowas
pickedbyhispartyafteranother
MP Yusuf Pathan refused to go;
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) MP John Brittas and
former ambassador Mohan

Kumar.
Jha told the media before

leaving that the delegation
wouldraisetheissueofhowter-
rorism was Pakistan’s “state pol-
icy” and posed the greatest
threat to India and other coun-
tries. He said the delegation
would “reveal the face of Pakis-
tan to the entire world.”

Rajya Sabha MP Brittas de-
scribedthedelegationasa“pub-
lic diplomatic outreach to send

across the message of India that
the world has to unite against
terrorism” and that the nations
need to “rally with India in its
concerns against terrorism”.

BJP MP Sarangi said “seven
delegations to around 33 coun-
tries” by the Centre was a “well-
thought-out exercise” and
would convey India’s stand on
cross-border terrorism.

A member of his delegation
and Biju Janata Dal MP Sasmit
PatrahadearlierstatedthatBiju
Janata Dal (BJD) Rajya Sabha
MP Sasmit Patra on Monday
said that their delegation will
“expose” how “Pakistan has be-
come a terror hub and has ex-
ported terrorism to India and
theissueswehavefacedbecause
ofterrorism.”Hehadaddedthat
itwouldalso“presentthereason
becauseofwhichwehadtocon-
duct Operation Sindoor”.
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QUICK READ
Student ‘activist’ under scrutiny

Student activist Rejaz M. Sheeba Sydeek, arrested
under anti-terror law in Nagpur, is facing intensified

investigation after the ATS discovered that he had been in
contact with six phone
numbers registered in Pakis-
tan, officials said. Authorities
are now probing whether
these contacts have links to
terrorist groups. An official
from the ATS said the
numbers were recovered from an analysis of Sydeek’s
mobile phone, and efforts are underway to identify the in-
dividuals associated with them. "If any of the contacts are
confirmed to have terror affiliations, additional national
agencies will take over the investigation," said the official
involved in the case. Twenty-six-year-old Sydeek, who
hails from Kerala, was arrested by Lakadganj police on
May 7 from a Nagpur hotel after his online behaviour, in-
cluding provocative posts and an image of him holding a
firearm, came under surveillance.

Congress demands action
against Malviya, Goswami

Two individuals
including an

Indian Youth Con-
gress worker have
filed police com-
plaints against
BJP Information
Technology de-
partment head
Amit Malviya and
journalist Arnab
Goswami, accusing them of “masterminding a crimi-
nally motivated campaign” to disseminate “false in-
formation” that the Congress has an office in Türkiye.
Republic TV ran a visual 15 May on its “digital platform”
in which it “erroneously” depicted a building as the
Congress party office in Turkiye. The clip was also
shared on X by Malviya.

The BJP on Wednes-
day launched a

scathing attack on Con-
gress national president
Mallikarjun Kharge over
his “Chhutput Yuddha”
remark on Operation
Sindoor, terming it an

insult to the valour of
the Indian armed forces
and the sentiments of
140 crore Indians.
“INDIA gathbandhan
naam rakh lene se koi dil
se Indian nahi ho jata
(Merely adopting the
INDIA alliance name
doesn’t make anyone a
true Indian at heart)…

Calling Operation Sin-
door a small incident is
not only condemnable
but also an insult to the
valour of the Indian
Army and the senti-
ments of 140 crore In-
dians,” said BJP leader

Sudhanshu Trivedi.
Trivedi alleged that not
just Mr Kharge but also
LoP Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi has said “base-
less” things about Indian
jets, and that it has now
become clear their
statements are part of a
well-thought-out anti-
India conspiracy.

Kharge’s ‘Chhutput
Yuddha’ remark insult
to armed forces': BJP

Aritra Singha
KOLKATA

Drone-like objects were seen
in Kolkata's night sky at sev-
eral areas on Monday late
evening that prompted the po-
lice to start an investigation in-
cluding the chances of
espionage. According to
sources. Four to five such ob-
jects were seen in the Maidan,
Vidyasagar Setu and Park Cir-
cus areas which prompted in-
vestigation.

Personnel at the Hastings
Police Station first spotted
these flying objects having
similarities with drones, police
sources said.

“These drone-like-objects
were seen flying from the di-
rection of Maheshtala in South
24 Parganas district late on
Monday. They hovered over
the Hastings area, the Second
Hooghly Bridge (Vidyasagar
Setu) and Fort William (the

army’s Eastern Command
headquarters),” a police officer
said.

Such flying objects were
also seen over Park Circus area
in the eastern part of the me-
tropolis before disappearing,
he said. The Special Task Force

(STF) and the Detective De-
partment of Kolkata Police
have already initiated an inves-
tigation, he said.

“We are probing the matter
from all angles, including the
possibility of espionage,” the
officer said.

Drone-like object spotted
in Kolkata sky, probe on

Intensify patrolling at border areas: Didi
Kolkata: Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on Wednesday urged the state administrative officials
to stay vigilant over cross border threats. “Even though the BSF is deployed at the borders, the police
should also be active at highly sensitive areas. The state shares international borders with Nepal,
Bhutan and Bangladesh which are highly sensitive. The police and administration should intensify
patrolling,” she added. - Aritra Singha

An all-party delegation, which is led by JDU MP Sanjay Kumar Jha (fourth from left),
leaves from the Delhi airport on Wednesday

The delegation
would be covering
the eastern part of
the globe, visiting
Japan, South Korea,
Malaysia, Singapore
and Indonesia
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