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External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar on Thursday sep-
arately met the two all-party
delegations of MPs led by Ja-
nata Dal (United) MP Sanjay
Jha and Dravid Munnetra
Kazhagam MP Kanimozhi
which had travelled to South

East Asia and Europe respect-
ively to convey India’s point of
view on Pakistan-sponsored
terrorism and its response to
it through Operation Sindoor.
Jaishankar also posted about
his meeting with the two del-
egations on “X”.

The delegation led by Jha
had visited Japan, South
Korea, Singapore, Indonesia
and Malaysia.

Jha said following the
meeting that the delegation
which also visited Indonesia,
the country with the highest
Muslim population, witnessed
“a very positive atmosphere”
there. However, in Malaysia,
he said the sentiment was a
“little neutral”. Similarly, he
said, in some countries there
were questions on the minds
of the hosts. “But,” he insisted,

that sharing and understand-
ing perspectives was the pur-
pose behind sending the
delegation.

Jha also stated that the
strongest message which
went out was that “India
stands united” in the face of
terrorism. On some opposi-
tion parties talking about al-
leged losses during Operation
Sindoor, he said, “the few
voices that dissent should in-
trospect whether their affili-
ation is with their country or
if it lies elsewhere”.

Sarangi meanwhile de-
scribed the meeting with Jai-
shankar as “productive and
engaging” and said that all the
members gave insights into
the visit to the EAM who also
asked them about specific is-
sues.

Incidentally, this delegation
was in the news as Khurshid
had in Jakarta praised the ab-
rogation of Article 370 in
Jammu and Kashmir saying it
had outlived its utility and the
high turnout in subsequent

polls was an endorsement of
that.

The delegation led by Kani-
mozhi also met Jaishankar
during the day. It had visited
Russia, Latvia, Slovenia,
Greece and Spain. It was in
Spain that Kanimozhi was
questioned about which was
the national language of India,
refused to get drawn any-
where close to the `Tamil ver-
sus Hindi’ debate, and won
hearts by answering: “The na-
tional language of India is
unity and diversity. That is the
message this delegation
brings to the world, and that
is the most important thing
today.”
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In a major security lapse, an
undertrial prisoner who
was brought to Saket Court
for a hearing on Thursday
was killed inside the court's
lock-up after two men al-
legedly kicked him re-
peatedly and smashed his
head on the wall in the
presence of several

prisoners.
Aman (24), who was facing
trial in an attempt to
murder case, was rushed to
the hospital but was de-
clared dead by doctors. Po-
lice sources said they have
formed a team to investi-
gate the matter.
, including why security
personnel present at the
lock-up were slow in re-
sponding.

Undertrial killed inside Delhi court lock-up

MISSION ACCOMPLISED|EAM takes inputs on response received to Operation Sindoor in South East Asia, Europe

‘Despite differences united we stand’
THAROOR ON PAKISTAN

NEW DELHI: Shashi Tharoor has pointed out Pakistan's indiscrimi-
nate shelling on civilian areas in India during the recent conflict as a big
example of the "asymmetry of this particular conflict" since India's ob-
jective was to strike only at terror infrastructure in the neighbouring
country. The Pakistani military, however, targeted civilian areas in India
because "there are no terror bases in India to hit", Tharoor told an audi-
ence which included former US Ambassador to India Kenneth I Juster.
Tharoor responded to the Pakistani delegation’s claims that Islamabad
is also a victim of terrorism. Speaking at the Indian embassy in Wash-
ington, he said, “This (Pakistan) delegation is going around saying we
are also victims of terrorism, we have lost more lives to terrorism than
India has. We turn around and say—whose fault is that?”

The Congress leader added, “As Hillary Clinton famously said 10 years
ago, ‘You can't breed vipers in your backyard and expect them o bite only
your neighbours.’” Tharoor added that Pakistan is now suffering at the hands
of the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), a group that broke away from the Tali-
ban. “But who created the Taliban from which the Tehrik-i-Taliban broke
off?” he asked.

“We all know the answer to that, so let Pakistan look inside it and let it
do some serious interior reflection before it goes around pleading innocence
and deniability and everything else,” the Thiruvananthapuram MP added.GAURAV VIVEK
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The Congress on Thursday raised
concerns at Pakistan being picked
to chair the UN Security Council’s
Taliban Sanctions Committee for
2025 and to serve as the vice-
chairman of the United Nations
Counter-Terrorism Committee
saying these moves were “most
unfortunate, ill-informed and un-
acceptable.”

Reacting to reports Kharge
wrote in a post on “X” that, “The
international community must
see merit in India's case that Pak-
istan should be included back in
the FATF Grey List for monitoring
of its terror financing.”

He said Pakistan was first in-
cluded in the list after India’s di-

plomatic efforts under former
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
in 2008 and then again in 2012. “It
has been in the Grey List three
times, the last being in 2018. 4.
Making Pakistan accountable for
its sins is a necessity not just for
India, but for the interests of the
international community.”

Questioning the logic behind

giving important international
positions to Pakistan, the Con-
gress president also stated that it
was perhaps worth reminding
that the most wanted terrorist -
Osama Bin Laden, who was re-
sponsible for 9/11, was found and
eliminated in Pakistan. Similarly,
he said, Khalid Sheikh Mo-
hammed (KSM), the chief planner

of 9/11. was also a Pakistani.
Meanwhile, head of Congress’s

media and publicity cell Pawan
Khera said the grant of inter-
national funding to Pakistan and
its getting elected on the two UN
panels on June 4 was “the sad
story of our own foreign policy
collapse” as also of how the global
community is allowing this “con-
tinuous legitimisation of sponsor-
ship of terrorism by Pakistan”

He spelt out three recent in-
stances of Pakistan getting inter-
national funding saying: “1. The
IMF gave $1 billion to Pakistan on
May 9 during Operation Sindoor.
2. The World Bank decided to
give $40 billion to Pakistan soon
after Operation Sindoor. 3. ADB
gave $800 million to Pakistan on
June 3 soon after Operation Sin-
door.”

Pak on UN panels, ‘unacceptable’: Cong

Congress general
secretary Jairam

Ramesh once again
raised the issue of the
terrorists involved in
the Pahalgam terror at-
tack of April 22 still
roaming free. Raising
the point on the eve of
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s visit to
Jammu and Kashmir on
Friday, he said: “Surely,
he is aware that the ter-
rorists directly respon-
sible for the brutal
terrorist attacks at Pa-
halgam on April 22nd
have still not been
brought to justice.”

APakistani travel agent,
known as Madam N,

emerged as the ISI handler
who lured Indian influencers

like Jyoti Malhotra and
moulded them into spies, ac-
cording to sources cited by
NDTV.

'Madam N' has been ident-
ified as Noshaba Shehzad
Masud, a Lahore-based busi-
nesswoman who is the CEO
of a travel company called
Jaiyana Travel and Tourism.
She was brought up in Tala-
gang in Chakwal district,
Punjab. After getting married
to a civil service official in Is-
lamabad, she began expor-
ting agricultural products.
Later, she moved to her hus-
band's hometown in Lahore
in 2018.

During her time in Lahore,
Noshaba began helping In-
dians whose families were

forced to move from Pakistan
during the Partition visit their
ancestral land and their lost
homes.

In 2023, The Times of India
quoted Noshaba as saying,
"I've forgotten the number of
people from India who con-
nect with me on social media
for a visa to visit home. They
are in the twilight of their
lives. Fond memories of their
roots perhaps create a strong
urge to visit, maybe for one
final time."

Under this guise, she
began recruiting Indians, at
home and abroad, to spy for
Pakistan, according to NDTV
sources. Noshaba reportedly
has hundreds of sleeper cells
in India. With her influence
in Pakistani embassy in Delhi,
the businesswoman would
easily help Indians get visa to
Pakistan, said the report.

WHO IS ‘MADAM N’
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