
www.freepressjournal.in madhya pradesh
Bhopal, Tuesday, May 6, 2025

PRE-MONSOON | Cloudy weather will continue till May 7

Hailstorm, rain hit Sehore,
uproot tents, trees
FP News Service 
SEHORE 

A hailstorm accompanied by 
heavy rain hit the district on
Monday. Dark clouds, hover-
ing over the city from Sun-
day night, turned into rain
on Monday morning.

Hail fell for 15 minutes be-
fore the rain, bringing down
the temperatures by several
degrees Celsius.

The hailstorm affected
normal life. The Ichhawar
and Ashta areas also wit-
nessed rainfall. Unseasonal
rain damaged the crops.

The storm damaged elec-
tric poles and snapped wires

in different places. It also up-
rooted many trees and dam-

aged mud houses.
A tent raised for a relig-

ious event at Semragandi vil-
lage also fell because of the
strong winds.

The storm also affected
wedding ceremonies, caus-
ing damages to the tents
raised for the occasion.

The weather has changed
in the past three days. Hot
winds blow at noon. But the
storm begins at night.

Weather scientist of the
government agriculture col-
lege, SS Tomar, said the
cloudy weather would con-
tinue until May 7.

The hailstorm occurred
because of western disturb-
ances and severe heat, he
said.

Cops to
interact with
public, says IG
FP News Service
REWA

Inspector general of police
Gaurav Rajput has advised
the senior police officers to
visit each district and inter-
act with villagers.

Public hearing is held in
different police stations.
Rajput held a public hearing
at Pahari village in Maihar.
He told the people to help
the administration maintain
law and order and stop drug
addiction.

He also appealed to the
people to remain alert about
the cyber crimes. Super-
intendent of police Maihar
Sudhir Agarwal, CSP Rajiv
Pathak and other police of-
ficers were present at the
public hearing.

FP News Service
CHHATARPUR

A young couple from Bux-
waha area whose love story
began in school and now
reached the stage of mar-
riage is facing opposition
from the girl's family. The
couple approached the
Superintendent of Police on
Monday, seeking protection.

Saraswati Kushwaha, a
resident of Kishanpura vil-
lage under Bakswaha police
station, stated that she had
been in love with Pushpen-
dra Lodhi of Buxwaha since
their school days.

The couple recently got
married of their own free
will, but Saraswati’s family is
reportedly unhappy with the
union and has allegedly been

harassing them.
Pushpendra confirmed

that their marriage was con-
sensual and conducted with-
out any external pressure.
Both are adults and ex-
pressed desire to live to-
gether peacefully.

Fearing for their safety,
the couple submitted a

written application at the SP
office, requesting police pro-
tection from potential
threats posed by the girl's
family. The case highlights
ongoing societal resistance
to love marriages and the
challenges faced by couples
choosing to marry against
family wishes.

School time love story turns to
marriage, couple seeks police aid

FP News Service 
ANUPPUR 

The growing threat of stray 
animals in Anuppur has once 
again come to light after two 
elderly men were injured in 
an attack by a bull on Sunday 
morning near Ward No. 4 on 
Durga Madia Road.

At about 11 am, a stray bull
attacked 75-year-old Santlal
Namdev and Bhai Ji Mishra 
from behind. Both suffered
serious injuries in their knees,
ribs and head, and were
rushed to the district hospital
for treatment. The incident
sparked renewed outrage
among locals, who say such
attacks had become a daily
occurrence due to unchecked
presence of stray cattle on

roads and in markets.
Despite repeated com-

plaints and media reports, 
the municipal administration
has failed to take effective ac-
tion. As per Madhya Pradesh 
Animal Cruelty Prevention 
Act and Municipal Corpor-
ation Act, 1956, leaving ani-
mals in public spaces is a 
punishable offence. The mu-
nicipality is authorised to fine 
owners and impound stray 
animals, but enforcement re-
mains lax. 

Frustrated citizens are de-
manding strict action, warn-
ing that unless authorities act 
swiftly, a major tragedy may 
occur. “Do we have to wait for 
someone to die before action
is taken?” one local asked 
angrily. 

Stray cattle injures
elderly, citizens blame
municipal negligence

Anuppur set
to be new
power hub
ANNUPUR

The government is acceler-
ating energy production, with
district emerging as a key
power hub. A 1320 MW plant
by New Zone India Pvt. Ltd. is
underway, with 822 acres ac-
quired and most compensa-
tion distributed. Meetings
with REC and PFC explored
new funding avenues to en-
sure smooth implementation.
The project promises employ-
ment, infrastructure devel-
opment, and economic
growth, especially in areas
like Funanga village. The Min-
istry of Power will soon re-
lease tender documents to
boost transparency and at-
tract investment, marking a
major step in making Anup-
pur a prominent name on
India's power map.

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

SBI Ladies Club Bhopal Circle
honoured sanitation workers
in the community hall located
at Char Imli Officer Residen-
tial Complex on Monday.
Some useful materials like tif-
fin boxes and water bottles
were presented to all sanita-
tion workers working in the

bank and residential areas.
President of SBI Ladies Club

Bhopal Circle, Geetu Shekhar
Sharma as well as vice presi-
dent Archana Kundan and
other officials and members of
the club were also present in
the programme. The club or-
ganises at least one social wel-
fare activity every one or two
months, Sharma said. Chanda
Singh conducted the event.

SBI Ladies Club honours
sanitation workers

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

Bank of Baroda (BOB) has an-
nounced a reduction in its
home loan interest rates. The
bank’s home loan rates now
begin from 8.00% p.a. (earlier
8.40% p.a.). The rates are appli-
cable on fresh home loans and

home improvement loans. The
rate is applicable on loans of Rs
15 lakh and above and is linked
to a borrower's credit score.
Besides, the bank is offering a
concession of 0.05% p.a. for
women borrowers and 0.10%
p.a. for borrowers below 40
years of age, on ready proper-
ties, shifting of home loans, etc.

BOB reduces home
loan interest rates

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

After an eight-year legal battle,
a 57-year-old educationist from
the city secured a first-of-its-
kind licence to legally possess
sharp-edged weapons.

Subhash Singh Tomar, a fa-
cilitator in technical education,
was granted the licence by the
Indore district administration,
allowing him to keep a sharp-
edged weapon within city li-
mits until April 8, 2028.

This was not about personal
protection, Tomar insisted, but
about justice.

His battle began in 2017, not
with anger but with curiosity.
After studying the Arms Act,
1959, Tomar filed a string of
RTI applications, uncovering
how tribal communities across
western Madhya Pradesh were
being criminalised for owning
sharp-edged tools they used
for farming, cutting grass and

daily work.
These are not weapons of

crime, said Tomar. They are
tools of life. Yet, tribals are
booked under the Arms Act
for simply owning them. I had
to prove a point.

So he decided to get a
license to set an example for
the tribal community.

At first, his application was
dismissed without any reason.
Officials reportedly mocked
his persistence, questioning
whether such a license could
even exist. But Tomar pressed
on, ultimately reaching the
Madhya Pradesh high court,
where a decisive order from
the Indore Bench on February
27, 2025 turned the tide.

Backed by a previous order
from the Commissioner (Rev-
enue), Indore division, dated
September 12, 2024, the court
directed the district to issue
the licence within three weeks.
It took a contempt petition be-

fore the administration com-
plied.

This is a historic legal mile-
stone, declared his lawyer, Vi-
shal Srivastava, who criticised
the lack of transparency and
public awareness around
licenses for traditional
weapons.

The government needs to
set a clear policy. People do not
even know this is possible, he
said.

Additional district magis-
trate Roshan Rai confirmed
the licence had been issued,
though he remained uncertain
whether it was the first such
case nationally. In Indore,
there have been two or three
similar cases, but specifics are
not clear, he said.

For Tomar, it is not about the
weapon, but about empower-
ment and awareness. I want to
show the tribals and the na-
tion: the law is not your enemy,
if you know how to use it.

After 8-year legal battle, city man
wins right to carry sharp weapon

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

The crime branch arrested an
individual for operating an il-
legal online betting racket on
IPL cricket matches. The raid
was conducted at a residence
in Sector-E, Nariman City Col-
ony, following a tip-off of bet-
ting on Kolkata Knight Riders
Vs Rajasthan Royals match.

The police seized eight mobile
phones, one laptop, one LED
TV, one pen drive, one calcula-
tor, accounts books and reg-
isters with transactions of
crores of rupees.

The accused has been ident-
ified as Abhay Sharma (27), a
resident of Loknayak Nagar.
During interrogation, he alleg-
edly confessed to operating
the online betting operation

from his relative’s house in
Nariman City for the past two
years. The betting was alleg-
edly conducted via website
https://zeeexch.com, using lap-
tops and mobile phones to
take bets during live IPL
matches.

The accused allegedly told
police that he was hired at Rs
18,000 salary for operating the
racket and 3 to 4 people in-

cluding his relatives are in-
volved in the racket. They re-
ceived around 1.5 lakh to 2 lakh
daily and had crores of rupees
in transactions as they have
been operating since last year.

A case has been registered
against the accused under Sec-
tion 3/4 of the Gambling Act
and he is being further inter-
rogated to gather information
about his accomplice.

Man hired for Rs 18k to operate online IPL betting racket arrested

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

In a startling case of recruit-
ment fraud, Sadar Bazar po-
lice have booked a youth who
used an impersonator to clear
the written exam for the GD
constable recruitment, later
changing his Aadhaar details
to conceal the deception.

The accused, Pritam Singh
Bhil, a resident of Guna district,
allegedly had another man,
Bijraj, appear for the written
exam in June 2023. Once the
written test was cleared, Pri-
tam himself took the physical
test, successfully passed the se-
lection process, and secured a
job as a constable.

The scam came to light re-

cently during document verifi-
cation. Additional DCP (Zone-
1) Alok Kumar Sharma said
that inspector Manoj Khedal-
kar from the First Battalion’s
document verification com-
mittee filed a formal com-
plaint after noticing
discrepancies in the appli-
cant’s records.

“The photograph submitted
during the written exam didn’t
match the one from the physi-
cal test,” officials said.

Upon closer examination,
biometric verification con-
firmed that two different per-
sons had taken part in the
recruitmentprocess under the
same identity. Investigators
found that Bijraj had altered
the Aadhaar card used for the

exam—pasting his own photo
and updating the biometric
data before the test. After the
exam, Pritam reverted the
Aadhaar details back to his
own to continue the recruit-
ment process undetected.

Although the fraud hap-
pened nearly two years ago, an
FIR was filed only after the
battalion’s internal investiga-
tion gathered enough evi-
dence, including photo
mismatches and biometric in-
consistencies.

Pritam has been booked
under IPC Sections 419 (im-
personation) and 420 (cheat-
ing). Further investigation is
underway to determine if
others were involved or if
similar cases exist.

Youth gets police job using
impersonator, caught after 2 years
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INDORE

In a landmark achievement for
healthcare in central India, Sri
Aurobindo Hospital in Indore
successfully performed 12 ad-
vanced robotic and lapar-
oscopic surgeries in just 7
hours on Monday. The proce-
dures were part of the Ro-

botics Surgical Live Workshop
2025, organised in collabora-
tion with Sri Aurobindo Uni-
versity, IRCAD India, and
Bariatrics Robotics.

The live surgical marathon
was led by renowned robotic
surgeon Dr Mahak Bhandari,
who demonstrated a wide
range of high-precision proce-
dures including robotic hernia

repair, diabetes surgery, um-
bilical and inguinal hernia sur-
geries, fundoplication and
gallbladder removal. All sur-
geries were performed using
the latest minimally invasive
robotic and laparoscopic tech-
niques.

“Using modern robotic
technology, we’re now able to
complete even the most chal-

lenging surgeries with greater
efficiency, accuracy and mini-
mal trauma,” said Dr Bhandari.

More than a dozen senior
surgeons from reputed institu-
tions in Ahmedabad, Hydera-
bad, Udaipur and Bhopal
attended the event, observing
procedures live and interact-
ing with Dr Bhandari during
the surgeries.

Robotic surgical precision on display at Aurobindo Hosp

Speeding car hits
father-son duo;
teen boy dies
Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

An 18-year-old boy was killed 
while his father sustained 
serious injuries after a speed-
ing car rammed into their 
motorcycle in Tejaji Nagar 
area on Sunday evening. The 
incident occurred when they 
were returning home after 
refueling their bike.  

According to the 
police, the deceased was 
identified as Raj Solanki, a 
resident of Morod. His father, 
Pyare Singh Solanki, who 
sustained severe injuries, is 
currently undergoing treat-
ment. 
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