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Government of Bangladesh (Mujibnagar
Government)andlaterregardedasmem-
bersofthepost-warconstituentAssembly
will from now on be considered as “asso-
ciates of the Liberation War” rather than
“freedomfighters.”Additionally,theasso-
ciatesunderthenewcategoryalsoinclud-
ed the professionals who stayed abroad
andcontributedtotheLiberationWarand
theBangladeshicitizenswhowereinstru-
mental in shaping global opinions; peo-
ple who worked as officials and employ-
ees of the Government of Bangladesh
(Mujibnagar Government) formed dur-
ing the liberation war, physicians, nurs-
es and other assistants employed by the
Mujibnagar Government. Furthermore,
all the artists and crew members of
Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra and all the
Bangladeshi journalists in and outside of
the country who were actively involved
in supporting the Liberation War and

Swadhin Bangla Football Team also fell
under the definition, Bangladeshi lead-
ingdaily‘ProthomAlo’reported.Theordi-
nance will now affect the status of
‘Bangabandhu’SheikhMujiburRahman,
former Prime Minister Tajuddin Ahmad,
formeractingPresidentSyedNazrulIslam
TajuddinAhmad,andmorethan400oth-
erswhoweremembersoftheconstituent
Assembly and until now were recognised
asfreedomfighters.Accordingtothenew
ordinance, the Liberation War is defined
as “The war waged from March 26 to
December 16, 1971, to establish equali-
ty, human dignity and social justice for
the people of Bangladesh as an inde-
pendent democratic state against the
invading and occupying Pakistani armed
forces and their collaborators -- the
Razakars, Al-Badr, Al-Shams, Muslim
League,Jamaat-e-Islami,Nezame-Islam,
and the Peace Committee.”

appropriatemeasurestoaddressthemis-
conduct.“Furthermore,everysystem,no
matterhowrobust, issusceptibletoissues
of professional misconduct. Sadly, there
have been instances of corruption and
misconductthathavesurfacedevenwith-
in the judiciary. Such occurrences
inevitablyhaveanegativeimpactonpub-
lic confidence, potentially eroding faith

in the integrity of the system as a whole. 
“However, the path to rebuilding this

trust lies in the swift, decisive, and trans-
parentactiontakentoaddressandresolve
theseissues.InIndia,whensuchinstances
have come to light, the Supreme Court
has consistently taken immediate and
appropriatemeasurestoaddressthemis-
conduct,” the CJI said.

City, Wednesday too had thousands,
which eventually became lakhs, con-
verging at the Chinnaswamy stadium,
leaving the police outnumbered and
strugglingtotakecontrolofthesituation.

The men in uniform tried to use mild
force to disperse the crowd or to at least
bring some order but that did little to dis-
courage people, many of whom could be

seen pressed against the stadium’s
entrance gate, desperate to get in.

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
announced that 11 had died and 33 were
injured “due to stampede near
Chinnaswamy Stadium.”

“More than 2-3 lakh people came near
Chinnaswamy Stadium, no one expect-
ed this crowd,” Siddaramaiah said.
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official said.
Vikramaditya Singh, grandson of

Maharaja Hari Singh and son of former
Sadr-e-Riyasat Karan Singh, said he feels
proud that the Dogra ruler’s plan con-
ceivedover130yearsagohasfinallymate-
rialised.

“TherailwaylineprojecttotheKashmir
Valley was first envisaged and drawn up
during Maharaja Pratap Singh’s rule. It is
a matter of great pride not only for the
people of Jammu & Kashmir but for the
entire nation that this dream will be
realised by our Prime Minister,” Singh,
who has been a legislator in Jammu and
Kashmir, told PTI.

The Dogra ruler had commissioned
Britishengineerstosurveytheruggedter-
rain for a railway route to Kashmir, an
ambitious project that remained unre-
alised for over a century.

He appointed three British engineers
to prepare and execute detailed reports.
However, two of the three reports pre-
pared in 11 years between 1898 and 1909
were rejected.

According to special documents from
theJammuandKashmirarchivesdepart-
ment, the idea of a rail link to Kashmir
was first proposed on March 1, 1892 by
theMaharaja.Subsequently, inJune1898,
BritishengineeringfirmSRScottStratten
and Co was engaged to conduct surveys
and execute the project.

Thefirstreport,submittedbyDAAdam,
recommended an electric railway
betweenJammuandKashmirregions,fea-
turingsteamlocomotivesonanarrowtwo-
feet-six-inch gauge line. This proposal
was rejected due to the challenging ele-
vation levels. 

Another proposal, submitted in 1902
by W J Weightman, suggested a railway
lineconnectingKashmirfromAbbottabad
(now in Pakistan) along the Jhelum riv-
er. This, too, was turned down.

The third proposal, by Wild Blood, rec-
ommended a railway alignment along
the Chenab river through the Reasi area.
This report was approved.

Later,plansforpoweringelectrictrains
and establishing power stations near
Udhampur, Ramsu, and Banihal were

also examined but ultimately rejected.
Following this, British engineer Col D

E Bourel was tasked with submitting a
detailed report on local coal reserves.
Additionally, a report was commissioned
from T D La Touche, the then deputy
superintendent of the Geological Survey
of India, on the Sangarmarg and
Mehowgala coal mines.

In December 1923, S R Scott Stratten
and Co was re-engaged to implement the
coal extraction project. However, the
death of Maharaja Pratap Singh in 1925
and the growing Indian independence
movementledtotheprojectbeingshelved
permanently, the documents said.

Theideawasrevivednearlysixdecades
later,whenthethenPrimeMinisterIndira
Gandhi laid the foundation stone for the
Jammu-Udhampur-Srinagarrailwayline
in 1983. At the time, the project was esti-
mated to cost Rs 50 crore and was expect-
ed to be completed in five years, officials
said.

However, in 13 years, only 11 km of the
line could be constructed, which com-
prised 19 tunnels and 11 bridges - at a
cost of Rs 300 crore, they said.

It was followed by the broader
Udhampur-Katra-Baramullarailwayproj-
ect, estimated at Rs 2,500 crore, which
saw its foundation stones laid by Prime
Ministers H D Deve Gowda and I K Gujral
in1996and1997atUdhampur,Qazigund,
and Baramulla.

Construction began in 1997 but faced
repeated delays due to challenging geo-
logical, topographical, and weather con-
ditions, significantly inflating the cost to
over Rs 43,800 crore as of now.

Recognising the strategic importance
of the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla
Railway Line (USBRL), it
was declared a national project in 2002,
the officials said.

Out of the 272 km stretch, 209 km has
already been commissioned in phases
including Qazigund-Baramulla in 2009,
Banihal-Qazigund in 2013, Udhampur-
Katra in 2014, and Banihal-Sangaldan in
2023. The final stretch connecting Katra
to Sangaldan has completed the link in
February 2024, they said.

Train to Kashmir...

AHMEDABAD, June 4 (IANS)

ADANI Airports Holdings Ltd (AAHL) on
Wednesday said it has raised $750 million via
External Commercial Borrowings (ECB) from a
consortium of international banks. 

According to India’s largest private airport
operator and a subsidiary of Adani Enterprises
Limited (AEL), the proceeds will be used to refi-
nance existing $40 million debt, invest in infra-
structure upgrades, and capacity expansion
across the six airports — Ahmedabad, Lucknow,
Mangaluru, Jaipur, Guwahati and
Thiruvananthapuram — along with scaling the
non-aeronautical businesses, including retail,
F&;B, Duty Free and services across the airport
network.

“Thetrustplacedinusbyleadingglobalfinan-

cial institutions underscores the long-term val-
ue and potential of India’s aviation infrastruc-
ture. AAHL is well on its path to deliver excep-
tional customer experiences, leveraging tech-
nology for seamless operations, and prioritising
sustainability and community engagement
across its airport network,” said Arun Bansal,
CEO of AAHL.

“As we continue our journey, AAHL remains
committed to being the ‘Gateway to Goodness’,
deliveringcustomer-centricsolutionsandbuild-
ing world-class airport infrastructure that sets
global benchmarks in service and sustainabili-
ty,” Bansal added.

The transaction was led by First Abu Dhabi
Bank, Barclays PLC, and Standard Chartered
Bank. AAHL served 94 million passengers in FY
2024–25 with an overall capacity of 110 million

passengers. It aims to triple capacity to 300 mil-
lion passengers per annum by 2040 through
phased development.

As part of this roadmap, the Navi Mumbai
International Airport is expected to be opera-
tional shortly, adding 20 million passengers in
the first phase, with capacity expanding up to
90 million annually in a phased manner, sig-
nificantly boosting the Mumbai region’s avia-
tion infrastructure.

AAHL also holds 74 per cent in Mumbai
International Airport Ltd, which, in turn, holds
74percentinNaviMumbaiInternationalAirport
Ltd. With eight airports in its management and
development portfolio, AAHL is India’s largest
airport infrastructure company, accounting for
23 per cent of passenger footfalls and over 29
per cent of India’s air cargo traffic.

NEW DELHI, June 4 (PTI)

THEGovernmenthasnotmadeanyamend-
mentstotheforeigndirect investment(FDI)
policy for countries sharing land border
with India. In 2020, the Government issued
Press Note 3 under which investors from
these land bordering countries have to

mandatorily take prior approval of the
Government for making investments in any
sector.

The Press Note 3 is applicable to all the
landborderingcountriesofIndiainanequal
manner, the sources said. The countries are
China,Bangladesh,Pakistan,Bhutan,Nepal,
Myanmar and Afghanistan.
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