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sp Briefs

MEXICO CITY

Toluca ends
15-year title
drought
Toluca claimed their 11th
Mexican championship,
ending a 15-year title
drought with a 2-0 victory
over Club America in the
Clausura tournament final.
Second-half goals from
Luan Garcia and Alexis
Vega secured the win,
placing Toluca third on the
all-time champions list.

BETHESDA

Cabrera
wins senior
PGA title
Angel Cabrera won his
second senior major in a
week, rallying past Padraig
Harrington at the Senior
PGA Championship. The
Argentine shot a 3-under
69 to finish at 8-under 280,
securing a one-stroke vic-
tory after Harrington fal-
tered on the 15th.

FORT WORTH

Griffin wins
Charles
Schwab
challenge
Ben Griffin secured his
first individual PGA Tour
victory at the Charles
Schwab Challenge, shoot-
ing a 1-over 71 to finish at
12-under 268. He held off
Matti Schmid by one
stroke in challenging
windy conditions, making
a crucial 4-foot par putt on
the final hole.

BRUSSELS

Union ends
90-year title
wait
Union Saint-Gilloise has
clinched its first Belgian
league title in 90 years
with a 3-1 win over Genk.
Goals from Promise David
(2) and Franjo Ivanovic
helped the Brussels club
secure the championship
after leading the playoffs
by one point.

RIO DE JANEIRO

Ancelotti
arrives as
Brazil coach
Carlo Ancelotti has arrived
in Rio de Janeiro, set to be
formally introduced as Bra-
zil's national team head
coach. He is the first for-
eigner to hold the full-time
position in a century. Ance-
lotti will announce his squad
for the upcoming World
Cup qualifying matches.

MADRID

Lewandowski
double in
Barca win
Robert Lewandowski
scored twice in Barce-
lona's 3-0 victory over Ath-
letic Bilbao, capping their
title-winning campaign.
Lewandowski finished the
season with 27 goals, but
couldn't catch Kylian
Mbappé (31 goals) for the
Spanish league's top
scorer title.

MADRID

Villa protests
referee
decision
Aston Villa has com-
plained after manager
Unai Emery criticised ref-
eree Thomas Bramall for a
"big mistake" during their
2-0 loss to Manchester
United. Villa believes a dis-
allowed goal cost them a
Champions League spot,
citing inconsistent refer-
eeing guidelines.

ROME

Juventus
secures CL
Spot
Juventus clinched a
Champions League berth,
finishing fourth in Serie A
with a 3-2 victory over rel-
egated Venezia. Despite
some mistakes, goals from
Kenan Yildiz, Randal Kolo
Muani, and Manuel Loca-
telli secured their objec-
tive. Roma secured a
Europa League spot.

ANI
NEW DELHI

From being told she
wouldn’t survive

infancy to standing on the
Para- lympic podium
i n Paris, Simran

S h a r m a ’ s
story is one of

u n - yielding grit,
sacrifice, and

unwavering
b e l i e f .

S p e a k -
i n g

on the House of Glory pod-
cast, an initiative by the Gagan
Narang Sports Foundation,
the 2024 Paris Paralympics
bronze medallist shared a
deeply emotional account of
her life and the path that led to
Paralympic glory.

Born into doubt,
raised with
determination

Simran's life started with
grim odds.

“Doctors
said I
w o u l d n ’ t
make it. I

was born

early, a girl — no one was too
bothered,” she recounted. But
her father chose to fight for
her life, even as she battled
weak vision, fragile muscles,
and frail health.

“I never dreamt of the
Olympics — just a small job to
help my family.”

A husband, a
coach, a believer

Her turnaround came with
Gajendra, now her husband —
an armyman, coach, and un-
wavering pillar of support.

“He never let me do house-
hold work. He told me to eat
well and train. He didn’t let me

wear a veil or follow the re-
strictions from our village. He
had one goal — the Olympics.”

But the road was far from
easy. Gajendra trained her rig-
orously:

“There were days she vo-
mited from exhaustion. My
mother asked if I was trying to
kill her. But I knew what she
needed.”

He also managed her nutri-
tion and recovery single-
handedly, spending hours in
the kitchen.

Dark days, deeper
strength

Behind the medals were

personal battles.
During the 2019 World

Championships, Simran’s
father was on a ventilator
and Gajendra was deep in
debt from her training.

“We couldn’t afford
even Rs. 150 for my dad’s
medicine. Everyone
blamed him for suppor-
ting me. I thought maybe
if I’m gone, the problems
will go too.”

She attempted suicide
— but once again, her
partner pulled her back.

“He said, ‘We’ll fall, but
we’ll rise again. I’m with
you till the end.’”

Bronze and
beyond

At the Paris 2024 Paralym-
pics, Simran clinched bronze
in the 200m T12 final, clocking
a personal best of 24.75 sec-
onds, running alongside her
guide Abhay Singh.

The T12 category is for ath-
letes with visual impairment
— a fitting stage for someone
who saw the world dimly, but
dreamed vividly.

Simran’s story is not just
one of sporting success. It’s a
testament to resilience, love,
and the power of second
chances.

WE’LL FALL, BUT WE’LL RISE AGAIN
Simran Sharma’s incredible journey from near-death to Paralympic podium

AP
PARIS

Rafael Nadal, the undisputed
King of Clay, may have retired
his racket six months ago, but
the fire of competition still
flickers — just not on a tennis
court. Speaking during a
touching tribute at Court Phil-
ippe-Chatrier, the 22-time
Grand Slam champion re-
vealed he hasn’t hit a ball since
his last match but is “at peace”
with life after tennis.

“I don’t miss tennis much…
because I gave everything I
had,” said Nadal, whose rec-
ord 14 French Open titles re-
main one of the sport’s most
astonishing feats. With his
wife and young son by his
side, the 38-year-old soaked in
the applause one more time at
the venue that witnessed his
rise, reign, and resilience.

Despite stepping away from
the game, Nadal admitted to
regaining a sense of competi-
tion—just not the same kind.

“I am competitive again…
when I play golf,” he chuckled,
sharing how he's begun to
enjoy “daily competitions in a
much nicer way.”

From Grand
Slams to grand
perspective

Gone is the adrenaline rush

of match points and major fi-
nals, but in its place is clarity
and contentment. Nadal now
dedicates time to his family,
business ventures, including
his tennis academy, a hotel
chain, a supplements brand,
and his charity foundation.

The Spaniard reflected on
how quickly the intensity that
defined him faded after re-
tirement.

“When I lost in golf, I didn’t
care. It was strange for me—
not funny,” he admitted. But as
with all things Nadal, that too,
passed with grace.

A Legacy Like No
Other... or Is It?

While fans and pundits 

consider his 112–4 record at 
Roland-Garros unmatchable, 
Nadal humbly disagrees. 

“If I did it — and I don’t 
consider myself very special 
— someone else can do it 
too.” 

Still, no one in the Open 
Era has come close; Bjorn 
Borg is a distant second with 
six titles in Paris. 

As he turns 39 on June 3, 
Nadal may not chase trophies 
anymore, but he continues to 
inspire through his humility,
work ethic, and love for the 
game. 

“This new phase of life 
might be less exciting than 
tennis… but that doesn’t mean 
I’ll be less happy.”

PARIS FAREWELL | Nadal embraces new life,
reflects on legacy with grace

Nadal bids adieu to tennis

Big Four Unite 
During his emotional retirement ceremony at the
French Open, Rafael Nadal paid a touching tribute to ri-
vals Novak Djokovic, Roger Federer, and Andy Murray

IANS
SUHL

In a spectacular finish at the
ISSF Junior World Cup, Te-
jaswini stunned the field in
the 25m pistol final, clinch-
ing gold and powering India
to the top of the medal
standings—edging past
shooting giants China on
the final day of action.

The 20-year-old from Ha-
ryana, who began 24th in
qualification, delivered a
flawless comeback to secure
India’s 11th medal of the
tournament (3 gold, 4 silver,
4 bronze), with China
matching the gold tally but
falling short on overall
medals.

"I stayed focused, shot my
best, and just believed in my
rhythm," said Tejaswini
after her incredible win.

The Indian ace showed

nerves of steel, outclassing
rivals from China, Hungary,
and Chinese Taipei in a dra-
matic 10-series shoot-off.

India at a Glance
– ISSF Jr WC
2025
3 Gold
4 Silver
4 Bronze

Topped medal
tally over China
Fourth title finish in last
five ISSF Junior events
Other Indian Perform-
ances:
Naamya Kapoor – 18th
(568)
Divanshi (Reigning world
champ) – 24th (564)
Riya Shirish Thatte –
15th (569)

Trap Mixed Team
Vinay
Chandrawat/Bhavya Tri-

pathi – 6th (133)
Zuhair Khan/Sabeera
Haris – 15th (126)

"She came out of no-
where and showed what In-
dian grit looks like," a team
coach remarked.

With Tejaswini’s golden
spark, India’s junior
shooters continue to rise as
global forces in precision
sport.

Final Scores –
25m Pistol
(Women’s Final)
Tejaswini (India) – 31
Alina Nestsiarovich (AIN) – 29
Miriam Jako (Hungary) – 23

Tejaswini’s
Journey to Gold
Day1:Shot282/300,stood24th
Day 2: Fired 293, total 575,
qualified 4th
Final: Shot 31/50, main-
tained lead from Series 3
onwards

Tejaswini’s 25m pistol heroics fire
India to top Jr Shooting WC

IANS 
NEW DELHI 

The Indian junior women’s 
hockey team continued their 
winning momentum in the 
Four Nations Tournament in 
Rosario, Argentina, with a 
thrilling 3-2 comeback win 
over Uruguay on Sunday 
(IST). Rising star Kanika Si-
wach was the hero yet again, 
scoring twice in the final 
quarter to seal victory for the 
young Indian side. 

Uruguay had taken an

early lead with Milagros Sei-
gal converting a penalty
corner in the 3rd minute.
India responded in the sec-
ond quarter through Sonam’s
penalty corner strike (21'), but
Uruguay quickly regained the
advantage as Agustina Mari
struck in the 24th minute.

The match remained in 
the balance until Siwach 
stole the spotlight — first
leveling the scores with a 
penalty corner goal in the 
46th minute, then calmly 
slotting in a decisive field 

goal in the 50th minute, se-
curing India’s second con-
secutive win in the 
tournament. 

India had earlier defeated 
Chile 2-1, with goals from 
Sukhveer Kaur and Kanika 
Siwach, who also scored the 
match-winner in the 58th 
minute of that contest.

The Indian squad, now 
high on confidence, will face 
host nation Argentina next 
on Wednesday (IST), aiming 
to continue their impressive 
run.

India edges Uruguay 3-2 in Jr
Women’s Four Nations thriller

Satwik-Chirag
headlineIndia’s
power-packedsquad

PTI
SINGAPORE

The Indian badminton
brigade is back in full force,
with star men’s doubles
duo Satwiksairaj Ran-
kireddy and Chirag Shetty
returning to top-tier action
at the Singapore Open
Super 750, beginning Tues-
day.

The former world no 1 pair,
now fully recovered from re-
cent fitness setbacks, will open
their campaign against Malay-
sia’s Choong Hon Jian and Mu-
hammad Haikal.

Having missed the Sudir-
man Cup and exited early
at the All England due to
injury concerns, the dy-
namic duo is now refreshed
and ready to lead a resur-
gent Indian contingent in
the USD 1,000,000 event.

Our Sports Reporter
BHOPAL

In a stirring display of grit and
grace on the waters of Poznań,
Poland, para canoeist Prachi
Yadav of Madhya Pradesh
paddled her way to a bronze
medal in the KL2 category at
the ICF Canoe Sprint World
Cup 2025, held from May 22 to
25.

Herhusbandandfellowpara
athlete Manish Kaurav, repre-
senting India in the KL3 cat-
egory,securedthe14thposition,
marking a proud moment for
the power couple of Indian ca-
noeing.

Alongside them, Yash
Kumar, a para canoeist from
Uttar Pradesh who trains in
Bhopal's Lower Lake, created
history by clinching bronze in
the VL1 category – becoming
the first Indian male to medal at
the World Cup level in this dis-
cipline.

“We can’t expect more than
that because it wasn’t an Asian
championship,” said Mayank

Thakur, Chairperson of the In-
dian Kayaking and Canoeing
Association. “All the players
were practicing rigorously in
Chhota Talab in Bhopal, and
theireffortstrulyshowedonthe
world stage.”

From across the country,
India’s para canoeing squad
stood tall against giants like
Germany, Italy,France,Kazakh-
stan, Poland, and Australia.

ADDITIONAL
PERFORMANCES

AmitKumar(NewDelhi):8th
in VL2 category

Sangeeta Rajput (MP): 28th
place finish

TotalContingent:6 athletes,2
coaches, 3 support staff

The Indian team’s steady rise
in global waters not only high-
lights their tenacity but also the
growing para-sport infrastruc-
ture rooted in places like Bho-
pal, known for nurturing
paddlers with passion and per-
sistence.

BRONZE IN HER PADDLE, PRIDE IN THEIR WAKE |
MP’s Prachi glides forward in Para Canoeing

RIPPLES OF GLORY 
IN POZNAN

Bronze Wave
Para canoeist Prachi
Yadav celebrates her KL2
medal with her husband
and fellow para athlete
Manish Kaurav at the ICF
Canoe Sprint World Cup
2025 in Poznan, Poland
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