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Haasan approaches HC
for ‘Thug Life’ release

REMARK ROW: Sidda assures action to Kannada film body

IANS
BENGALURU

Actor Kamal Haasan has ap-
proached the Karnataka
High Court on Monday
seeking directions for the
release and screening of his
upcoming movie, 'Thug
Life', in the state amidst calls
for a ban from Kannada or-
ganisations, sparked by
Haasan’s controversial state-
ment that Tamil is the
mother of the Kannada lan-
guage.

In a petition filed through
the Chief Executive Officer
of Raj Kamal Films Inter-
national, Kamal Haasan's
production company has
appealed to the court to
issue directives to the Kar-
nataka government, the Po-
lice Department, and film
bodies, urging them not to
obstruct the release and

screening of his movie.
The petition also sought

directions for the Director
General and Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (DG and IGP)
and the Bengaluru Police
Commissioner to arrange
security measures for the
film's screening.

Meanwhile, office bearers
of the Karnataka Film
Chambers of Commerce
met with Chief Minister Sid-

daramaiah on Monday, de-
manding that the release of
Kamal Haasan’s ‘Thug Life’
not be allowed in Karna-
taka.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah informed the delega-
tion that his government
would act legally in this re-
gard and assured them of
legal cooperation, empha-
sising the importance of
unity in matters of language.

Man hacked to
death in K’taka,
7 arrested
PTI
KOPPAL (KARNATAKA)

A 35-year-old man was
hacked to death inside a
bakery shop over alleged en-
mity and a property dispute
in this district, police said on
Monday. The incident, which
occurred in Tavaragera town
of Kushtagi taluk on May 31,
was captured on a CCTV cam-
era, they said.

Seven people have been ar-
rested in connection with the
murder, police said, adding ef-
forts are on to trace three other
accused. In the footage that has
now gone viral on social media
platforms, Chanappa Narinal
can be heard screaming and
running into the bakery as the
accused chase him. He was al-
legedly beaten up and attacked
with machetes by a group of
miscreants inside the bakery.

He was also allegedly hit on
his head with a wooden log.
After the incident, the ac-
cused fled the spot immedi-
ately.

AYODHYA READIES FOR SECOND
GRAND CONSECRATION CEREMONY

Hundreds of
snakes crawl
out of farmer’s
house in UP
Villagers join in
killing over 50
PTI
MEERUT

The village of Simauli here
witnessed a startling sight in
which over 100 live snakes
crawled out of the courtyard
of a farmer's house, sparking
panic and fear among the lo-
cals. But fear was soon re-
placed with grit as the
villagers joined the farmer
and his family in killing over
50 snakes and burying them
in a pit on Sunday night.

Forest Department Divi-
sional Forest Officer (DFO)
Rajesh Kumar told PTI on
Monday that a team was dis-
patched to the spot for inves-
tigation after a video of the
incident went viral on social
media.

BIRD COLLISION: INDIGO FLIGHT MAKES EMERGENCY LANDING

The situation has become
complicated as Kamal
Haasan has refused to

apologise. The film body in
Karnataka has stated that,
under the present circum-
stances, even if Kamal Haasan

tenders an apology, they
will hold a meeting to
decide whether to

allow the screening
of the film.

Let him go to
court, but...: KFCC

Let actor Kamal Haa-
san go to court, but
no theatres in Kar-

nataka will screen 'Thug
Life', Karnataka Film
Chamber of Commerce
president M Narasimhalu
said on Monday. "We will
also talk to our legal
team. This is not just a
film industry issue; this
has become a state and
language issue. We have
received a letter from the
government regarding
this. So everyone, includ-
ing pro-Kannada organ-
isations, politicians and
the people of the state,
has demanded an
apology. Let them go to
court. We have not done
anything against the law.
Here, none of our the-
atres will screen it," said
Narasimhalu.

Biswajeet Banerjee
AYODHYA

Ayodhya is poised to witness
a deeply spiritual and historic
moment as the Shri Ram Jan-
mabhoomi Mandir gears up
for its second Pran Pratishtha 
(consecration) ceremony,
scheduled between June 3
and June 5. The three-day rit-
ual will commence at 6:30 AM
on Tuesday, beginning a
sacred chapter that will see
Lord Ram established in his
royal form—Raja Ram—in the
newly completed Ram Dar-
bar on the temple’s first floor.

This marks the next major
milestone after the initial
Pran Pratishtha on January
22, 2024, when Lord Ram was
consecrated in the form of a
child deity (Balak Ram). Now,
16 months later, Ayodhya is
preparing to welcome the

coronation of King Ram, ac-
companied by life-sized idols

of Goddess Sita, brothers Lak-
shman, Bharat, Shatrughna,

and devoted Hanuman.
In total, eight deities will be

consecrated during this cer-
emony—including Lord Ram
in the main sanctum and
seven other divine forms in
temples located along the Pa-
rikrama Marg: Shiva, Ga-
nesha, Hanuman, Surya,
Bhagwati, Annapurna, and 
Sheshavatar. The elaborate
ceremonies will be carried
out by 101 Vedic scholars and
priests across all three days.

The concluding ritual will
be held on June 5 at 11:25 AM,
coinciding with the auspi-
cious festival of Ganga Dus-
sehra—a fitting occasion
marking purification and
spiritual elevation. The day
also happens to be the birth-
day of Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath,
who will be present for the
grand event.

A gold-plated kalash is installed on the pinnacle of the
Ram Mandir ahead of the Pran Pratistha (consecration)
of the Ram Darbar

RANCHI: An IndiGo flight was
forced to make an emergency
landing at Ranchi’s Birsa Munda
Airport on Monday after a mid-
air collision with a vulture trig-
gered a safety concern. All 175
passengers and crew members
on board escaped unhurt, offi-
cials said.

The Airbus A320 aircraft was

operating on a Patna-Ranchi-
Kolkata route and was flying at
an altitude of approximately
3,000 to 4,000 feet when it was
hit by the bird, prompting the
pilot to initiate emergency land-
ing. Following the bird strike,
the aircraft remained airborne
for nearly 40 minutes as the
crew assessed the situation and

prepared for an emergency
landing.

The pilot displayed calm and
successfully brought the aircraft

down safely at Ranchi airport
around 2 p.m. on Monday

Panic gripped passengers on
board following the impact, but

thecrewreassuredthemthatthe
situation was under control and
the flight was heading for a pre-
cautionary landing.
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