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In a stirring display of grit
and grace on the waters of
Poznań, Poland, para ca-
noeist Prachi Yadav of Mad-
hya Pradesh paddled her
way to a bronze medal in the
KL2 category at the ICF
Canoe Sprint World Cup
2025, held from May 22 to 25.

Her husband and fellow
para athlete Manish Kaurav,
representing India in the
KL3 category, secured the
14th position, marking a
proud moment for the
power couple of Indian ca-
noeing.

Alongside them, Yash
Kumar, a para canoeist from
Uttar Pradesh who trains in
Bhopal's Lower Lake, cre-
ated history by clinching
bronze in the VL1 category –
becoming the first Indian
male to medal at the World
Cup level in this discipline.

“We can’t expect more
than that because it wasn’t an

Asian championship,” said
Mayank Thakur, Chairper-

son of the Indian Kayaking
and Canoeing Association.
“All the players were practic-
ing rigorously in Chhota
Talab in Bhopal, and their ef-
forts truly showed on the
world stage.”

From across the country,
India’s para canoeing squad
stood tall against giants like
Germany, Italy, France, Ka-
zakhstan, Poland, and Aus-
tralia.

ADDITIONAL  
PERFORMANCES 

Amit Kumar (New Delhi):
8th in VL2 category

Sangeeta Rajput (MP):
28th place finish

Total Contingent: 6 ath-
letes, 2 coaches, 3 support
staff

The Indian team’s steady
rise in global waters not only
highlights their tenacity but
also the growing para-sport
infrastructure rooted in
places like Bhopal, known
for nurturing paddlers with
passion and persistence.

BRONZE IN HER PADDLE, PRIDE IN THEIR WAKE |
MP’s Prachi glides forward in Para Canoeing

RIPPLES OF GLORY 
IN POZNAN

Bronze Wave
Para canoeist Prachi
Yadav celebrates her KL2
medal with her husband
and fellow para athlete
Manish Kaurav at the ICF
Canoe Sprint World Cup
2025 in Poznan, Poland
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Under the shimmering lights
of Khalsa Stadium, the Khalsa
Premier League (KPL) kicked
off in vibrant style, echoing
with cheers, cricket chants,
and the spirit of unity. The
grand opening ceremony
was graced by Lieutenant Co-
lonel MK Bhatnagar, Com-
manding Officer (NCC), who
delivered an inspiring ad-
dress to a packed stadium.

"Whether it's on the
border or on the cricket field
— one thing remains con-
stant: teamwork, respect, and
dedication," said Col Bhatna-

gar.
"Every match here is not

just a game, it's a mission.
This is more than cricket —
it's a family, a movement, a

mindset."
Jointly organised by MP

Sports Care and MB Khalsa
Education Society, the night
cricket tournament will see

fierce competition from
state-level teams, battling it
out for a prize pool of Rs 25
lakhs.

The electrifying opening
night saw welcome speeches
from MLA Ramesh Mandola,
Swapnil Kothari, and other
dignitaries, including Ran-
veer Singh, Nilesh Neema,
Harpreet Bakshi, and Bhagi-
rath Rathore. Gopal Marwal
expertly conducted the event.

From street boys to sta-
dium stars, KPL is not just 
shaping players — it’s sculpt-
ing leaders of tomorrow. A
glowing celebration of
sportsmanship, patriotism,
and youthful dreams.

Army or Cricket - it’s all about teamwork,
respect & dedication: Col MK Bhatnagar

KPL | Cricket with courage, unity with every shot

Second Dist
Ranking TT
tourney from
June 6
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The Second District Ranking
Table Tennis Competition is
all set to commence from
June 6, under the aegis of the
Indore District Table Tennis
Association. The exciting
matches will unfold at Abhay
Prashal, promising fierce
rallies and top-tier talent from
across the district.

Nilesh Ved, secretary of the
organising body, announced
that the tournament will fea-
ture a wide range of cat-
egories including: Men’s and
Women’s Singles, Youth, Jun-
ior, Sub-Junior, and Cadet
Boys and Girls Matches.

The event will be con-
ducted by Prashant Vyas and
Naveen Soni, both known for
their expert management and
fair play standards.

All enthusiastic paddlers
can register online via the
Basics Sports App starting
May 28. The deadline for en-
tries is June 2 at 5 pm.
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The Royal Garha Golf Club
echoed with the rhythmic
swing of clubs and the roar
of celebration as it hosted
the Prof PD Rathi Memorial
Cup Golf Tournament. The
two-day tournament drew
59 golfers from across In-
dore, Bhopal, Ujjain, Mhow,
and Dewas, creating a vi-
brant and competitive golf-
ing atmosphere. Amid lush
greens and impeccable
summer maintenance,
golfers across age groups
competed in various cat-
egories.

Anil Rathi, the tourna-
ment sponsor, presented
trophies to the winners and
lauded the spirit of the
golfers. The participants
commended the Garha Golf
Course for its meticulous up-
keep, especially in summer,
and expressed heartfelt
gratitude to the Garha family
for providing such a world-
class facility in Central India.

Prof PD Rathi Memorial Cup swings
into glory at Royal Garha Golf Club

Main Winners
Best Gross Score (Adult) –
Prateek Kelkar
Runner-up (Adult) – San-
jay Kumar
Best Gross Score (Senior
Citizen) – Bharat Chauhan
Runner-up (Senior Citizen)
– Dr Rajesh Kasliwal

Net Score
Champions
Best Net Score (Adult) –
Anurag Gupta
Best Net Score (Senior
Citizen) – Sanjay Dave
Best Net Score (Ladies) –
Shaily Soni

Junior Champions
(6–9 yrs) – Thanishka Khot
(9–12 yrs) – Arjan Agrawal
(12–15 yrs) – Chitransh
(15–18 yrs) – Abeer Rathi

Special Awards
Closest to the Pin – Brig JP
Daniel; Special Group
Winner – Parmanand

THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE TOURNAMENT INCLUDED
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The 31st National Sub Junior
Netball Competition began
with high energy and en-
thusiasm at Alpine Acad-
emy, Indore,
commemorating the 300th
birth anniversary of Devi
Ahilya Bai Holkar. The tour-
nament, hosted by the Net-
ball Sports Association of
Madhya Pradesh, will run
until May 28, showcasing
young sporting talent from
27 Indian states.

Organising president
Mayuresh Pingale and secre-

tary Laxman Datir inaugur-
ated the event alongside dig-
nitaries Narendra Phanse,
Prashant Badve, and Mohini
Baba. Notable guests, includ-

ing Hariom Kaushik (South
Asian Association), Vijendra
Singh (General Secretary, In-
dian Netball Association),
and several sports person-

alities, were present to bless
the occasion.

The opening matches set
the tone: Boys - Kerala de-
feated Delhi 23–10; Haryana
overpowered Uttarakhand
24–06

Girls - Madhya Pradesh
triumphed over Orissa 24–
03; Haryana dominated
Andhra Pradesh 14–02

The event promises daily
matches until the 28th, with
participation from sports
dignitaries and local lumin-
aries. Indore is not just host-
ing a tournament — it’s
celebrating youth, sports-
manship, and cultural pride.

27 STATES, 1 GOAL | Celebrating talent & heritage together
National Sub Junior Netball C’ship kicks off
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The Madhya Pradesh Under-
13 Open and Under-13 Girls
Chess Championship 2025,
organised by the All Indore
Chess Association, con-
cluded with youthful bril-
liance, sharp tactics, and
electrifying competition at
Oriental University, Indore.
Held as the state selection
event for the National
Under-13 Chess Champion-
ship, this tournament wit-

nessed Madhya Pradesh’s
best young minds go head-
to-head in a dazzling display
of strategy and composure.

In an event marked by
discipline, determination,
and intellectual rigor, top
talents from across the state
rose to the occasion, setting
the stage for Madhya Pra-
desh's national representa-
tion.

The championship's clos-
ing ceremony was graced by
chief guest Professor Dr
Garima Ghai, with special

guests including Dr Dhruv
Ghai, Anil Fatehchandani,
Dr Sunil K Somani, Dr Pra-
dyuman Yadav, Rajendra
Chimanani and Mahesh
Agarwal. Their presence
added gravitas to an already
prestigious platform.

The program was el-
egantly conducted by
Madhu Pushkar, while Dr
Rajendra Kumar Meena,
Professor in-charge – sports
and Bharat Raghuvanshi,
sports officer ensured flaw-
less execution of the event.

CHECKMATE CHAMPS | Future Grandmasters rise as brilliance meets board

MP’s young minds rule the 64 squares

Girls Category –
Top 3 Stars
AnshikaDongre–6pts,Indore
Swasti Chauhan – 4.5 pts,
Gwalior
Arya Agarwal – 4.5 pts,
Gwalior

Open Category –
Top 3 Thinkers
Rishabh Kumar – 6 pts, In-
dore
Pranit Chorghade – 5 pts,
Bhopal
Ved Nair – 5 pts, Indore
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Under the bright lights of the
Suresh Chandra Lunawat
Memorial T-20 cricket tour-
nament hosted by Master
Blaster Academy under the
aegis of Indore Divisional
Cricket Association (IDCA),
the pitches have been buzz-
ing with thrilling en-
counters.

SS Commune showcased
their prowess in a night
match against Devj Acad-
emy. Devj set a target of 144
runs for 8 wickets, with Sar-
ansh Surana scoring 38. Jai
Pratap's 4 wickets and
Piyush Tiwari’s 2 helped re-
strict the score. SS Com-

mune chased it down, scor-
ing 145 for 6 in 18 overs, win-
ning by 4 wickets. Arpit
Gaud’s 33 played a crucial
role.

Earlier, Devs Academy
dominated Vijay Club in an
11-over match. Vijay Club
scored a mere 70 runs, with
Harshvardhan, Saransh,
Harsh, and Aditya each tak-
ing 2 wickets. Devs Academy
reached 76 for 3 in 9 overs,
with Yash Malakar’s un-
beaten 46 leading the
charge.

SS Commune continued
their winning streak with a
narrow 5-run victory over
Mahu Sports. They posted 
161, featuring Rahul Chan-
drol’s unbeaten 68 and

Pawan Gond’s 44. Keshav
Patidar took 3 wickets.
Mhow Sports managed 156
for 7, with Dipanshu Rajput’s
48 going in vain. Karan
Tehlani took 3 wickets.

Master Blaster Academy
delivered a monumental
performance, scoring 258
for 5 against SVCA. Imran
Latif smashed an unbeaten
136 off 53 balls, including 14
sixes and 6 fours, and Karan
Tiwari added 88 off 44.
SVCA was all out for 117.
Gaurav Sharma took 3
wickets.

Nair Cricket Academy
clinched a 9-run victory over
Shriram Sports. NCA scored
184 for 5, with Ankush Sing-
han hitting 71 and Lucky

Mishra an unbeaten 34. Shri-
ram Sports managed 175.
Prajjwal Joshi took 3
wickets.

Indore Sports easily de-
feated Star Club by 8 wickets.
Star Club scored 132 for 9,
and Indore Sports chased it
down with 136 for 2 in 15
overs, thanks to Shubham
Sharma’s unbeaten 67 and
Anil Maurya’s 54 not out.

ICC triumphed over SLF
with Ojas Yadav's explosive
123 off 23 balls powering
them to 217. SLF was all out
for 167. Prabanshu Shukla
took 4 wickets. AKCA se-
cured a 20-run win against
RBCF. AKCA scored 165 for 7,
with Atharva Joshi’s 74.
RBCF managed 155 for 5.

DOMINANCE | Where every over tells a tale of triumph

Lunawat Memorial T-20 ignites field
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