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The data further showed
that this sharp decline was
uniformly observed, with
rural extreme poverty falling
from 18.4 per cent to 2.8 per
centandurbanextremepover-
ty reducing from 10.7 per cent
to 1.1 per cent in the last 11
years.

Moreover, India has also
made remarkable progress in
reducing multidimensional
poverty.

The Multidimensional
Poverty Index (MPI) dropped
from 53.8 per cent in 2005–06
to 16.4 per cent by 2019–21 and
furtherdeclinedto15.5percent
in 2022–23, according to the
data.

As the BJP-led NDA

GovernmentattheCentrecom-
pletes 11 years in office, PM
Modihashighlightedthepath-
breaking steps taken by the
Centre for the uplift of people
from poverty and its focus on
empowerment, infrastructure
and inclusion.

Initiative like PM Awas
Yojana, PM Ujjwala Yojana, Jan
Dhan Yojana and Ayushman
Bharat have enhanced access
to housing, clean cooking fuel,
banking and healthcare.

Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT), digital inclusion and a
robustruralinfrastructurehave
ensured transparency and
fasterdeliveryofbenefitstill the
last mile, helping over 25 crore
people defeat poverty.

abilityIextendedtheinvitation
to Prime Minister Modi for in
thatcontextandhehasaccept-
ed it,” he said.

PM Modi on Friday con-
firmed he would attend the
upcomingGroupofSeven(G7)
leaderssummitinCanadaafter
an invitation from newly elect-
ed Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney.

“Glad to receive a call from
Prime Minister Mark J Carney
of Canada. Congratulated
him on his recent election vic-
tory and thanked him for
the invitation to the G7
SummitinKananaskislaterthis
month. As vibrant democra-
cies bound by deep people-to-
people ties, India and Canada
will work together with

renewed vigour, guided by
mutual respect and shared
interests. Look forward to our
meeting at the Summit,” he
said in a post on X.

The announcement comes
after a period of severely
strained relations between the
two countries, triggered by
Canadian allegations that
Indian agents were involved in
the June 2023 assassination of
Hardeep Singh Nijjar--a
Canadian citizen and promi-
nent pro-Khalistan activist--
outside a Sikh temple in
Vancouver, as per DW News.

India strongly denied the
claims, and both nations
expelled senior diplomats in a
tit-for-tatescalation,DWNews
reported.

has recently taken a dramatic
turn.

Muskhadpreviouslyattend-
ed President Trump’s Cabinet
meetingsandwaspresentdur-
ing the President’s inaugura-
tion. He was also appointed
head of the DOGE department
and campaigned actively for
Trump.

However, that alliance
appearstohavefractured.Musk
resigned from the DOGE
departmentandhassincebeen
openly critical of Trump.

In one striking post, he
asserted, “Without me, Trump
would have lost the election,
DemswouldcontroltheHouse,

and the Republicans would be
51-49 in the Senate… Such
ingratitude.”

President Trump, on his
part, has responded sharply,
threatening to revoke
subsidies and Government
contracts awarded to Musk’s
companies.

Acknowledgingtheirriftpub-
liclyforthefirst time,President
Trump said during an Oval
Office meeting with German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz,
“Elon and I had a great rela-
tionship. I don’t know if we will
anymore. I’m very disappoint-
ed in Elon. I’ve helped Elon
a lot.”

quantity of arms and ammu-
nition.

The officers involved in this
operation, including
Chhattisgarh Director General
of Police Arun Dev Gautam,
Additional Director General of
Police (Anti-Naxal
O p e r a t i o n s / S I B / S T F )
Vivekanand,InspectorGeneral
of Police (Bastar Range)
Sundarraj, Superintendent of
Police (Narayanpur) Prabhat
Kumar, Superintendent of

Police(Bijapur)JitendraYadav,
and Superintendent of Police
(Naxal-free Bastar District)
Shalabh Singh, were honored
by Union Home Minister Amit
Shah. The event was attended
byChhattisgarhChiefMinister
Vishnu Deo Sai, Deputy Chief
Minister Vijay Kumar Sharma,
UnionHomeSecretaryGovind
Mohan, Director of the
Intelligence Bureau Tapan
Deka, and several other senior
officials.
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NEW DELHI, June 7 (PTI) 

THE National Investigation Agency
(NIA)haschargesheetedaMaoistcadre
for his involvement in the targeted
killing of an Army personnel in
Chhattisgarh last year, officials said on
Saturday.

The accused has been identified as
Ashu Korsa of Bijapur in Chhattisgarh
in the chargesheet filed before the NIA
special court in Jagdalpur on Friday,
they said.

NIA investigations in the case
revealedthattheaccusedwasinvolved
in the criminal conspiracy of the CPI
(Maoist), a proscribed terrorist organ-
isation,tokillMotiramAchala,accord-
ing to an official statement.

“The victim was shot dead by an
armed cadre of the CPI (Maoist) dur-
ing a visit to the Useli village fair in
Amabeda area of Kanker district with

hisfamilymemberson25Februarylast
year,” said the statement issued by the

NIA. The NIA registered by the local
police, on February 29, 2024. 

NEW DELHI, June 7 (PTI) 

THE National Investigation Agency
(NIA) has chargesheeted five
accused, including Canada-based
Khalistani terrorist Goldy Brar, in
the 2024 case relating to bomb
attacks at two clubs in Gurugram,
officials said on Saturday.

The NIA has booked Satinderjit
Singh alias Goldy Brar, along with
Sachin Taliyan, Ankit, Bhawish and

US-based Randeep Singh alias
Randeep Malik, under various sec-
tionsoftheBNS,ArmsAct,Explosives
Substance Act, and the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act in its
charge sheet filed before a court in
Panchkula on Friday, they
said.TheNIAhadfoundtheaccused
to be involved in a conspiracy to tar-
get the Warehouse Club and the
Human Club in Sector 29 in
Gurugram, Haryana, with bombs. 

NEW DELHI, June 7 (PTI) 

INDIAexpectspartnerstounder-
stand its policy of “zero toler-
ance” against terrorism, and it
will never countenance “perpe-
trators of evil” being put on par
with its victims, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said on
Saturday during extensive talks
with his British counterpart
David Lammy.

Jaishankar’s remarks, which
seemed to be an attempt to send
an unambiguous message to the
globalcommunity,cameagainst
the backdrop of unease in New
Delhi over several countries
hyphenating India and Pakistan
following their four-day clashes
last month.

Lammy arrived in New Delhi
this morning on a two-day visit
to review various aspects of the
strategic partnership between
the two countries.

A British readout said bolster-
ing economic and migration ties

and delivering further growth
opportunities for British busi-
nesses are set to be at the top of
the UK foreign secretary’s visit
to India.

Before holding talks with
Jaishankar, the British foreign

secretary met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

In his televised opening
remarks at the meeting with
Lammy, Jaishankar thanked the
UK for its strong condemnation
of the “barbaric” Pahalgam ter-
ror attack and London’s solidar-
ity and support to New Delhi’s
fight against terrorism.

“We practice a policy of zero
tolerance against terrorism and
expect our partners to under-
stand it, and we will never coun-
tenanceperpetratorsofevilbeing
put at par with its victims,” he
said.

It is understood that the
Indian side explained its chal-
lenge of dealing with cross-bor-
der terrorism emanating from
Pakistan.

The UK was among the coun-
tries which were in touch with
both India and Pakistan in an
attempt to de-escalate tensions
during their military conflict
from May 7-10.

NEW DELHI, June 7 (ANI) 

UK Foreign Secretary David
Lammy met External Affairs
Minister (EAM) S Jaishankar
in Delhi on Friday, where he
expressed condolences over
the recent Pahalgam terror
attack and reiterated the UK’s
support in combating
terrorism.

Lammyalsospokeaboutthe
recent progress in the India-
UK Free Trade Agreement
(FTA).

Referring to the newly
finalised FTA between the two
countries, Lammy said, “Since
I was last here in India, our
country has won a trophy

which is that long-held prize
of an FTA which I think is the
beginning of a new era in rela-
tions between our two coun-
triesandallowsustomovefor-
ward with a degree of ambi-
tion.” 

“I’mverypleasedthatweare
able to talk about our com-
prehensive strategic partner-
ship to build on the technolo-
gy security initiative that we
launched last year to see more
universities desiring of part-
nership and opening up here
in India and of course our new
agreement will increase trade
by25.5billionpoundsoverthis
next period which is truly
remarkable,” he said.

NEW DELHI, June 7 (IANS) 

INDIA has issued a Notice to
Airmen (NOTAM) for a major
Indian Air Force (IAF) exercise
scheduled to take place near the
southern sector of the India-
Pakistan International Border in
Rajasthan from Saturday, June 7,
to Sunday, June 8.  

The exercise is part of the IAF’s
regular operational prepared-
nessandwillbeconductedinair-
space near the border.

According to the Notice to
Airmen(NOTAM),theaerialdrill
will commence at 3:30 p.m. on
June 7 and conclude at 9:30 p.m.
the following day.

During this period, airspace
over the designated region will
be restricted to ensure the safe

and seamless execution of air
operations. 

An official from the Indian
Air Force confirmed that the
combat exercises will feature a
range of advanced air assets,
including frontline fighter jets
such as Rafale, Mirage 2000, and
Sukhoi-30, in addition to sur-
veillance platforms and other
support systems.

Although the Ministry of
Defence has not officially con-
nected the exercise to ongoing
geopolitical tensions, the timing
and location of the drill carry
notable implications.

That incident triggered
reciprocal airspace restrictions 
by both India and Pakistan, sig-
nificantly straining bilateral
relations.

People take part in a ‘Dindi’ procession of Shri Sant Rohidas, at Gateway of India in Mumbai on
Saturday. (PTI)

BENGALURU, June 7 (PTI) 

ONthisWorldFoodSafetyDay,
every Indian must make a vow
toreducesalt intake,processed
food as well as 10 per cent of
oil consumption, said Jagat
PrakashNadda,UnionMinister
for Health and Family Welfare
on Saturday.

According to him, it is our
collective responsibility to
spreadawarenessabouteating
the right food. Nadda was
addressinganeventorganised

to celebrate World Food Safety
Day by the Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare at
National Institute of Mental
Health and Neuro Sciences
(NIMHANS) in Bengaluru.
World Food Safety Day is cel-
ebratedonJune7ofeveryyear.

“Our traditional food
includes many types of prepa-
rations with millets. We have
to revive this tradition,” he
added.Nadda said change is
possible only if it is a contin-
uous process.

NEW DELHI, June 7 (PTI) 

SOURCES in the Election
Commission(EC)rejectedclaims
on Saturday of rigging in last
year’s Maharashtra Assembly
polls and said defaming the poll
panel after receiving an
unfavourable verdict from the
voters is absolutely absurd.

The EC sources were respond-
ingtoanarticlewrittenbyLeader
of Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi, alleging “match-
fixing” in the Maharashtra polls.

Theysaidanymisinformation

being spread by anyone brings
disrepute to the thousands of
representatives appointed by
politicalpartiesduringelections.

They pointed out that unsub-
stantiated allegations raised
against the electoral rolls of
Maharashtraareanaffronttothe
rule of law.

Underscoring that match-
fixed elections are a “poison” for
any democracy, Gandhi wrote
that the side that cheats may win
the game, but it damages insti-
tutionsanddestroyspublicfaith.

In a post on X, the Congress

leader outlined the alleged elec-
toral irregularities in a stepwise
manner -- fake voters added, the
voterturnoutinflated,bogusvot-
ingfacilitatedandevidencesub-
sequently hidden.

Rejecting the claims, the
sources underlined that
6,40,87,588 (over 6.4 crore) vot-
ers who reached the polling sta-
tions between 7 am and 6 pm
exercised their franchise in the
Maharashtra polls.

About58lakhvotes,onanaver-
age, were polled every hour, they
said.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar with UK Foreign
Secretary David Lammy during
a meeting, in New Delhi. (PTI)
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