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Retail gold prices surged on
Monday, dipped slightly
on Tuesday, and climbed

again on Wednesday. Experts
offer many explanations and urge
caution, but in Bhopal, their
words may do little to shake buyer
trust in the yellow metal.
As of Wednesday, 24 karat gold
was retailing in the region of a
record Rs 1,03,000 per 10 grams
in the state capital. For early buy-
ers, the gains have been solid:
untaxed, secure, and instant.
“I bought gold worth Rs 76,000 in
July last year. It’s now worth a lot
more. The gains are better than
any mutual fund I’ve invested in,”
says a retired bank clerk.
At the city’s conservative Sarafa
Bazaar, jewellers say Bhopal’s
enduring affection for gold has-
n’t changed, even if buying habits
have.

“Earlier, people wanted thick
bangles. Now they want delicate
ones that look heavy but aren’t,”
says Faraz of Delhi Jewellers at
Lakherapura.
He concedes that rising prices
have dented volumes, but not sen-
timent. “Typically, each rally
results in fewer footfalls at first.
But once the new price level is
accepted as the norm, buyers
return,” he says.
Yet the surge in prices has caused

painful recalculations for many.
“Our budget was finalised months
ago when prices were lower. By
the time we ordered the jewellery,
prices had climbed steeply,” says
Shehla from Koh-e-Fiza, whose
younger daughter steps into mat-
rimony next month.
“We tried hard to do justice
between both our daughters, but
despite our best efforts, there’s no
way we can give our younger
daughter the same amount of gold

as her elder sibling, who got
married three years ago,” she
says.
Many families are also quietly
offloading small ornaments at the
Sarafa to cover EMIs, school fees
or emergency bills. It’s a reminder
that gold remains one of the few
household assets the middle class
can borrow against or pawn with
ease.
“Times have changed. People
don’t want to sell gold unless they
have no other option. But they’re
pledging it more, especially to tide
over unforeseen expenses,” says
another trader.
Traditionally, gold has never been
just financial. It’s social and emo-
tional. From a baby’s first earring
to a bride’s final necklace, it plays
a part in every milestone. That’s
why it’s still bought on Akshaya
Tritiya, Dhanteras and Diwali—
not just as an investment, but
because it feels auspicious.

And yet, gold is, philosophically
speaking, a rather unremark-
able metal. It is softer than iron,
less ductile than copper, and far
less useful than aluminium. It
doesn’t build bridges or conduct
electricity efficiently. But like
everything that becomes expen-
sive, it’s demand—not function—
that defines its value. The price
trend itself is a reflection of that
demand. Gold is proof that belief
can be a market force.
Despite the brief rollback on
Tuesday, most buyers believe the
price will continue to climb.
Their confidence isn’t without
reason. Gold has risen, dipped
and bounced back repeatedly
over the last decade. This week’s
rhythm is only the latest exam-
ple. They assert that gold isn’t
just wealth. It’s the quiet trust
built over a lifetime, and turned
to in a crisis. And who doesn’t
need that?
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The PWD will redesign
Bhopal’s controversial
90-degree Aishbagh

overbridge turn after public
uproar, meme mockery and
safety warnings from the
National Highways Authority
of India.
The overbridge's sharp turn
became a national joke, with
viral memes questioning how
drivers were expected to
negotiate the hazard. The
structure was widely
slammed for compromising
safety.
PWD officials said the turn
would be corrected in coor-
dination with Railways, but
the bridge itself would
remain intact. Officials con-
firmed disciplinary action

against those responsible for
the original flawed design.
Minister Rakesh Singh had
ordered a review by NHAI,
which found speeds over 40
kmph risky. It warned the
turn could cause collisions
unless reworked urgently.
Railways had flagged con-
cerns during construction,
but PWD engineers cited
space constraints. They
argued that a tight curve
was the only solution once
the level crossing shut.
Road expert Rahul Tiwari
blamed the flaw on poor
inter-agency coordination
and the absence of manda-
tory audits at the design
stage, calling it a systemic
lapse.
He said the PWD now had
two options: move some

metro pillars to create space
or extend the bridge to allow
a gradual turn. Both come
with costs.
The bridge, which began
construction in May 2022,
was due in 18 months but is
still incomplete. It is 648
metres long and 8 metres
wide, costing Rs 18 crore.
Of the total length, 70 metres
lie within railway limits,
making it a complex joint
project. The redesign is
expected to further delay
opening and inflate the bud-
get.
Meanwhile, Bhopal’s Pul
Bogda route was fully closed
on Wednesday due to Metro
pillar work. The stretch is
now off-limits to all vehicles
and pedestrians, with diver-
sions in place.
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Tiger sightings are
on the rise across
Madhya Pradesh—

del ig ht ing  tour i s t s  in
Shivpuri’s Madhav Tiger
Reserve, even as neigh-
bouring Satpura’s Madhai
R a n g e  g r ap p l e s  w i t h
growing threats.
A video showing a male
t i ge r  n am e d  ‘ Tand av ’
roaming near the Sailing
Club in Madhav went
v i r a l  on  We d n e s d ay,
drawing excitement from
wildlife lovers. 
Captured early the previ-
ous morning, the footage
a d d s  t o  t h e  re s e r v e’s
renewed buzz. Over the
past three years, three
tigresses and two male
tigers have been released
into the park, and two
cubs have been born in

the wild—milestones that
forest officials call a con-
servation success.
The  re cent  ar r iva l  of
another tigress has fur-
ther boosted the park’s
popularity. Forest author-
it ies say regular trap-
camera sightings suggest
the big cats are adapting
well and that the ecosys-
tem is becoming increas-
ingly suitable for tiger
habitation.
But while Madhav cele-
brates, Forest guards were
forced to change tack in
t h e  Ma d h a i  r a n g e  o f
Satpura Tiger Reser ve
after a tiger attacked a
p at ro l  t e a m  n e a r
Sonbhadra Camp on June
14.
Forest worker Sattu Lal
was critically wounded
by the tiger before a col-
leagur risked his life and

dragged him to safety.
Days earlier, the same
tiger had mauled a watch-
man near Lagda Camp.
In response, foot patrols
in the area have been sus-
p e n d e d .  T h e  f ore s t
department has shifted
to elephant and jeep-
based surveillance, citing
t h e  t i g e r ’s  e s c a l a t i n g
aggression.
Officials believe the ani-
mal  is  a  two-year-old
male born to tigress T-64.
After his mother and sis-
ters  moved away,  t he
young male was left to
establish territory—often
a volatile stage for ado-
lescent tigers.
As Madhav roars back to
life, the violent encoun-
ters in Madhai serve as a
reminder of the perils
that tiger conservation
brings with it.
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Adding to the state's aggres-
sive campaign, Deputy
Chief Minister Rajendra

Shukla highlighted that the gov-
ernment is integrating sickle cell
initiatives into broader public
health programs. He said that the
fight against sickle cell anemia is
not just a medical challenge but
a movement that requires com-
munity involvement, sustained
awareness, and interdepartmen-
tal coordination. Health workers,
ASHAs, school teachers, and
panchayat-level representatives
are being trained to identify
symptoms early and guide indi-
viduals toward testing and treat-
ment facilities.
The state government, in collab-
oration with the central govern-
ment and health experts, is also
working on developing digital
tracking systems to monitor
screened individuals and ensure

follow-up care. These digital plat-
forms will help health officials
maintain comprehensive data on
carriers and patients, allowing for
timely interventions and resource
planning.
In addition to medical interven-
tions, Shukla emphasized the
importance of community out-
reach. He said that cultural pro-
grammes, local media, and trib-
al language-based awareness dri-
ves are being conducted to dispel
myths around the disease and
reduce stigma associated with
sickle cell diagnosis. He under-
lined that education and aware-
ness must reach every household,
especially in rural and tribal belts
where the disease prevalence is
high but understanding remains
limited.
To strengthen the healthcare
infrastructure for sickle cell treat-
ment, plans are underway to
expand specialized units in gov-
ernment hospitals and increase

the availability of diagnostic tools
at primary health centers. Shukla
also mentioned that more bone
marrow transplant facilities
would be developed in regional
medical colleges to bring
advanced treatment closer to
remote populations.
Reiterating his earlier appeal, he
said, “Matching horoscopes has
long been a tradition in Indian
marriages, but in today’s health-
conscious society, matching the
sickle cell status must become an
even stronger norm. Only then
can we break the cycle of genet-
ic transmission and offer a health-
ier life to the next generation.”
Deputy Chief Minister Shukla
concluded by stating that sickle
cell eradication is not a distant
dream but an achievable goal if
every citizen plays their part. He
called on parents, schools, com-
munity leaders, and young adults
to become active participants in
this mission, and reaffirmed that

Madhya Pradesh will continue to
lead by example in this national
health movement.
To further bolster the campaign,
the state government is planning
to introduce mandatory sickle
cell screening at the school level,
especially in tribal districts. The
initiative will ensure that students
are made aware of their health
status early in life, enabling time-
ly counseling and intervention.
Special awareness drives will be
conducted in high schools and
colleges, with trained counselors
providing information on genet-
ic inheritance and the importance
of marrying only after ensuring
compatibility of sickle cell status.
Deputy Chief Minister Shukla
also stated that the government
is actively collaborating with
national health institutions and
research bodies to advance sci-
entific understanding and treat-
ment options. Genetic mapping
and molecular diagnostic tools

are being considered to improve
the precision of screening and
classification of patients. The
state is also looking into inte-
grating artificial intelligence (AI)
and mobile health platforms to
make real-time health updates
accessible to patients and doctors,
even in remote tribal areas.
Moreover, Shukla emphasized
the critical role of community
leaders, religious figures, and
local influencers in spreading
awareness. He urged them to
become ambassadors of the sick-
le cell-free mission, ensuring the
message reaches the grassroots.
"Just as we have successfully
tackled other health challenges
with public participation, we can
win this battle too," he said, call-
ing on every section of society to
unite in the spirit of 'Jan
Bhagidari'—people's participa-
tion—to make Madhya Pradesh
a model state in eliminating
sickle cell disease.
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Se v e n t e e n - y e a r - o l d
Ankita Pal, a Class 11
student committed sui-

cide in the bathroom of her
home on the intervening
night of Tuesday and
Wednesday. The absence of a
suicide note has left the cops
searching for answers regard-
ing the cause of her death.
According to Police Station
In-Charge Harishankar
Verma, Ankita used a dupat-
ta to hang herself around 1:45
AM. Her mother discovered
her body in the morning
and immediately rushed her
to a nearby hospital, where
doctors unfortunately
declared her deceased.
With no suicide note found at

the scene, the precise reason
behind Ankita’s tragic deci-
sion remains unclear. Police
are actively questioning fam-
ily members and other poten-
tial contacts to ascertain the
circumstances that may have
led to her death. The body
was sent for post-mortem
examination on Wednesday
and subsequently handed
over to the family for final
rites. A case has been regis-
tered, and the investigation is
ongoing as police work to
uncover any underlying fac-
tors. This incident, alongside
others without suicide notes,
highlights the challenges
faced by police in identifying
the reasons behind such trag-
ic decisions, relying heavily
on interviews with close con-
tacts and other leads.
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A23-year-old second-year
BTech student, Mudit
Pataria, was found dead in

his rented flat in Patel Nagar,
Bhopal, on Tuesday night, in
what police are investigating as a
suicide. Mudit, the only son of
Kamta Prasad Pataria, a temple
priest from Panna, resided with
five friends in a multi-storey
building.
According to Piplani police,
Mudit was discovered hanging in
his room. His friends reported
that he had not shared any per-
sonal problems with them prior
to the incident. When he failed
to emerge from his room for an
extended period, his friends
knocked on the door. Receiving
no response, they alerted the
police. Authorities subsequently

broke open the door and recov-
ered his body. Mudit’s mobile
phone has been seized by the
police for further investigation, in
hopes of shedding light on the
circumstances leading to his
death.
Kamta Prasad, Mudit's father,
expressed profound devastation
upon seeing his son’s body. He
had sent Mudit to Bhopal for
higher studies with aspirations of
a bright future for him. Overcome
with grief, Kamta Prasad lament-
ed, “My son is no more.” The
post-mortem examination was
conducted on Wednesday in the
presence of family members,
after which the body was hand-
ed over to them. Piplani police
have registered a case and are
continuing their investigation to
determine the exact cause behind
the tragic suicide.
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Bhopal: Under the National
Sickle Cell Eradication
Mission–2047, a state-level pro-
gramme will be held on June 19
at the sports stadium of Gram
Panchayat Taloon in Barwani
district to mark World Sickle
Cell Day. Hon’ble President of
India Droupadi Murmu will be
the chief guest at the event.
Governor Mangubhai Patel,
Chief Minister Dr. Mohan
Yadav, Deputy Chief Minister
Rajendra Shukla, and several
cabinet ministers will also be in
attendance.
On this occasion, several
important initiatives will be
launched to combat sickle cell

disease in Madhya Pradesh.
These include the unveiling of
a genetic counseling awareness
video and the release of com-
prehensive guidelines and mod-
ules tailored for pregnant
women affected by the disease.
Panchayats that have achieved
100% screening of the target
population will also be felici-
tated for their efforts.
A major highlight of the pro-
gramme will be the launch of
the "Sickle Cell Mitra" initiative,
a collaborative effort with the
NCC Directorates of Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh.
These volunteers will act as vital
links between service providers

and local communities to
spread awareness about sickle
cell disease, particularly among
the youth.
Statewide awareness activities
will accompany the main event,
including special counseling
camps in all 33 affected districts.
These camps will provide genet-
ic counseling, disease manage-
ment strategies, and future fam-
ily planning guidance, along
with medical service informa-
tion. Screening, testing, and
identification of patients will be
conducted across all primary
and secondary health institu-
tions, from sub-centers to dis-
trict hospitals.
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Parliamentarian Alok
Sharma on Wednesday
launched a campaign to

improve traffic flow, remove
abandoned vehicles, and
clear encroachments affect-
ing roads and footpaths
across the city.
Sharma met Collector
Kaushalendra Vikram Singh,
Police Commissioner
Harinarayan Chari Mishra,
and Municipal
Commissioner Harendra
Narayan. He said unregulat-
ed e-rickshaws, often parked
haphazardly and moving
slowly, cause major conges-
tion on key roads.
A dedicated policy to man-
age e-rickshaw operations
will soon be framed to ensure
smoother traffic movement,
especially along routes to
the airport and railway sta-
tion.

Sharma also raised the issue
of abandoned vehicles block-
ing streets. The Collector
directed SDMs to identify
trenching yard sites, with a
15-day clearance drive set to
begin on June 20.
He highlighted that foot-
paths are blocked by vendors
and illegal structures on
drainage lines, leaving no
space for pedestrians. The
Collector agreed these
encroachments must be
removed promptly.
An anti-encroachment squad
will be formed, headed by the
ADM and including civic,
police, and administrative
officers. A mobile court and
magistrate will support
enforcement efforts.
Sharma also noted misuse of
Corporation parking spaces,
where vehicles remain for
months. He proposed setting
time limits to ensure better
circulation and availability.
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Bhopal: The state-level
Gaushala (cow shelter) con-
ference will be held on Friday,
June 20, starting at 12 noon,
at the Chief Minister’s resi-
dence premises in Bhopal.
Chief Minister Dr. Mohan
Yadav and Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for
Animal Husbandry and Dairy
Development, Lakhan Patel,
will attend the conference.
Government and non-gov-
ernment cow shelter operators
and representatives from all
districts of the state have been
invited to participate.
Principal Secretary of Animal
Husbandry and Dairy,
Umakant Umrao, informed
that an amount of approxi-
mately 50 crore rupees will be
allocated for the management
of cattle in gaushalas. 
Under the Acharya
Vidyasagar Jeev Daya
Gaushala Seva Samman
Yojana, selected gaushalas and
institutions will be given cow
service awards. Beneficiaries
of the Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar
Kamdhenu Yojana will receive
benefits during the event.
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