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Glaring example
of Pak ‘wilfully
misleading’
world: The
story of Mir

H
ours after India
struck nine terror
camps in Pakistan

and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) on Wednes-
day (May 7), Foreign Secre-
tary Vikram Misri said
during a briefing that Pak-
istan was known to “wil-
fully mislead” the world on
terrorism, citing the case of
Sajid Mir.

“The Sajid Mir case, in
which this terrorist was de-
clared dead and then, in re-
sponse to international
pressure, brought back to
life, found alive and ar-
rested, is the most glaring
example,” he said. Mir was
among the chief planners of
26/11 terrorist attacks in
Mumbai in 2008. The NIA’s
investigation revealed in-
formation about Mir’s role
in the Mumbai attacks. He
was personally involved in
the training & briefing of all
10 terrorists.

OOPS! PAK
DEFENCE
MINISTER’S
TV BLUNDER
ANI
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan's Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif has exposed the
misinformation campaign
being run in Pakistan after Op-
eration Sindoor destroyed nine
terror sites.

Appearing on a CNN inter-
view, Khwaja Asif bizzarely at-
tributed his claims of Paksitan
shootingdownfiveIndianjetsto
evidence on Social media.

When asked for evidence of
the claim that five Indian fighter
jets were shot down, he re-
sponded, "It's all over the social
media, on Indian social media,
notonoursocialmedia.Thede-
bris of these jets fell into Kash-
mir. And it's all over Indian
media today and they have ad-
mitted." The Anchor replied,
"I'm sorry we didn't ask you
here to talk about social media
content." When asked further
aboutthedetailsregardinghow
the fighter jets were shot down
and what equipment was used,
Khawaja Asif could not reveal
the plane used by Pakistani
forces. Asked about the evi-
dence for the claim and
whether Pakistan used Chinese
equipment to shoot down In-
dian jets, he said, "No, Chinese
equipment. We have Chinese
planes, JF-17 and JF-10. They are
Chinese planes, but they are
beingmanufactured,assembled
in Pakistan now.”

Rajesh Moudgil
CHANDIGARH

Gurdaspur, the Punjab’s
strategic border district
with Pakistan was put

under complete night-
time blackout from
Thursday night till
further notice, in the
wake of escalating

tensions between India and
Pakistan post ‘Op Sindoor’ was
executed by Indian Armed
forces on Wednesday.

Gurdaspur thus becomes
first in the state to be put under
a significant civilian pre-
cautionary measure after Op
Sindoor which was launched
against Pakistani terror targets
on May 7.

The district deputy commis-
sioner on Thursday issued a no-
tice ordering a complete

blackout from 9 pm to 5 am
daily till further order.

HOSPITALS AND JAILS
EXEMPTED

According to the notice,
hospitals and the Central jail
have been exempted from the
blackout but with strict in-
structions to ensure windows
and doors are closed to pre-
vent light leakage. The notice
asked all the residents and
commercial establishments
to strictly comply with the
blackout order and ensure no
external lighting is visible
during the said hours.

For record, Gurdaspur,
which is located between the
Beas and Ravi rivers, is where
Punjab and Jammu and Kash-
mir meet and also has in its
proximity two major dams –
Ranjit Sagar dam and Pong
dam.

QUICK READALL ABOUT THE S-400
DEFENCE SYSTEM
Online
Report

The In-
dian Air
F o r c e

used the Rus-
sian-made S-
400 missile
defence system
to negate Pak-
istan's escalation bid. The S-400 missile defence system
used by India to intercept the attack is considered one
of the deadliest surface-to-air missiles or SAM in the
world.

5 KEY FACTS
n The S-400 missile defence system is said to be one of the
world's most advanced long-range air defence systems.
China was the first nation to buy the S-400 missile system in
2014.
n The S-400 has three components -- Missile launchers, a
powerful radar and a command centre.It can hit aircraft,
cruise missiles and even fast-moving intermediate range
ballistic missiles.
nThe S-400 is considered a major threat by NATO members
because of its sheer long range capabilities.
n It can engage almost all types of modern warplanes. It's
radar can track targets up to 600 km away.
n In October 2018, India signed a $5 billion deal with Russia
to buy five units of the S-400 air defence missile systems.

Gurdaspur: First 
Punjab dist under
complete blackout

EXTRA COVER | Defence minister Rajnath Singh pins success
of Operation Sindoor on high-quality equipment

Security personnel secures an area where metal debris
was found at an open field at Makhan Windi village in
Amritsar

India not interested in initiating war,
will reply to its aggression: Tharoor

Congress MP Shashi Tharoor on
Thursday said that India has no in-
terest in initiating a war against

Pakistan, but he was certain that the
country would give a strong reply if its ci-
vilian, military, or government establish-
ments were attacked by its neighbour.
Tharoor, speaking to reporters here, said that India gave
a "calibrated response" to the April 22 Pahalgam terror
attack that claimed 26 lives, but "we have no intention of
escalating it further". "We had to reply to the terror at-
tack and we did that. We did that by targeting terrorist
base camps and at night to prevent any civilian casu-
alties. We gave a calibrated response.

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday said Oper-
ation Sindoor has been a suc-
cess thus far because India’s
“formidable and professionally-
trained armed forces were
equipped with high-quality
equipment.”

Speaking at the National
Quality Conclave 2025, Singh
also noted that “India has al-
ways played the role of a re-
sponsible nation,” but
cautioned that “if anyone tries
to take advantage of its re-
straint, they will face ‘quality
action’.” He added that India’s
response in future to any terror
attacks would also be on the
same lines, saying: “We are
fully prepared for such respon-
sible responses in the future as

well.” The minister also com-
mended the precision with
which the armed forces

executed the operation with-
out harming any innocent per-
son and with minimum

collateral damage, terming it a
matter of great pride for nation.

AROUND

100
Terrorists

have already been
killed in the air and
drone strikes which
India undertook

How quality of both men & equipment
was important at such times?

In Operation Sindoor, nine terror camps were de-
stroyed in Pakistan and Pakistan occupied Kashmir
and a good number of terrorists were killed. It shows

the crucial role ‘quality’ plays in securing national inter-
ests,” said Rajnath.

How long
Op would
continue?

No limit will be-
come an ob-
stacle in

protecting India’s sov-
ereignty” and the country is
“fully prepared for responsible
responses in the future

n Rajnath Singh

HOW ‘PANIKSTAN’
BID WAS THWARTED

RS 300CR BRAHMOS MISSILE UNIT TO BE INAUGURATED
Biswajeet Banerjee
LUCKNOW

Amid heightened tensions between
India and Pakistan, India is set to
bolster its strategic defence capabil-

ities with the launch of a key missile
production facility in Lucknow. On
May 11, the BrahMos supersonic cruise
missile manufacturing unit will be for-
mally inaugurated, marking a major
milestone in India’s journey toward

self-reliance in defence production.
The state-of-the-art unit, developed

under Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath’s
ambitious Defence Industrial Corridor
project, reflects Uttar Pradesh’s grow-
ing role in strengthening national se-

curity. Located in the Lucknow node
of the corridor, the Rs300-crore
BrahMos Aerospace facility represents
one of the most advanced and strategi-
cally significant defence investments
in the state.

RAJASTHAN, PUNJAB ON ALERT

RESIDENTS START MOVING TO SAFER ZONES

Several residents of some villages located along the borders with Pakistan started
to move to safer places, despite repeated advisories of the administration to vil-
lagers not to panic and that no order has yet been issued to evacuate the villages.

HRY: LANCE NAIK PALWAL MARTYRED

The Rajasthan government has is-
sued guidelines to deal with war-like
situations to all the collectors and

SPs and asked them to make all arrange-
ments related to disaster management
and tighten the security measures. Amid
the IPL tournament, a threat mail was re-
ceived to explode the SMS stadium of Jai-
pur on Thursday morning. The mail was
sent to the Sports Council. The area out-
side the SMS stadium and the building

was searched, but nothing was found. The
police cyber team has also been put on
alert, while the stadium has been com-
pletely sealed for security reasons. Punjab
police on Thursday cancelled leaves of all
personnel and officials with immediate ef-
fect. Punjab, which shares a 532-km
border with Pakistan, has also been put on
full alert with police issuing directions to
tighten all security arrangements across
the state.

Lance Naik Dinesh Kumar, 32, of 5 Fd
Regt, from Haryana’s Palwal district,
was on Wednesday martyred in cross-

border shelling by Pak army in Kashmir. The
shelling from Pakistan was in response to
the Indian Armed forces’ execution of ``Op
Sindoor’’. Dinesh, who was recruited in 2014
and who was recently promoted to the rank

of Lance Naik and posted to Jammu and
Kashmir, hailed from Mohammadpur vil-
lage in Palwal district. Dinesh along with
four other soldiers, was patrolling along the
line of control (LoC) when he was martyred
in mortar shelling. Dinesh was the eldest of
five brothers and his two brothers are also
serving in the army as ``Agniveers’’.

Missile debris found in Punjab border dist villages

Panic gripped residents of Punjab’s border district of Amritsar in the wee hours of
Thursday after they heard explosions and saw flashes of light illuminating the
skyline and a power shutdown amid the escalating tension between India and

Pakistan following ``Op Sindoor’’ launched by Indian armed forces targeting terror
camps in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir (PoK) on Wednesday. The villagers
held that there was panic all around as amid the explosions, a part of a missile fell in vil-
lage Jethuwal around 1.30 am following which they informed the police.

Why Saudi min is on unannounced visit
Saudi Arabia's Minister of State for

Foreign Affairs Adel Aljubeir is in
India on an unannounced visit.

Saudi Minister Aljubeir held talks with
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
on Thursday with a focus on de-esca-
lating tensions between India and Pak-
istan, reported PTI. "A good meeting
with @AdelAljubeir, Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia this
morning," Jaishankar said in a social
media post. "Shared India's perspec-
tives on firmly countering terrorism,"
he said.

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi also landed in New Delhi around
midnight Wednesday night.

FIRM RESPONSE IF
ATTACKED: EAM
India has no intention to escalate the
situation with Pakistan but any
military attack on the country would be
met with a "very" firm response,
External Affairs minister S Jaishankar
said on Thursday during his meeting
with his Iranian counterpart Abbas
Araghchi.

Parents name their
new born ‘Sindoori’
Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA

Several parents in Bihar were
so inspired with Operation
Sindoor that they named their
newly-born girl baby, Sindoori.

One of the couples--Santosh
Kumar Mandal (30) and his
wife Rakhi Kumari (23)—resi-
dents of Balthi Maheshpur
under Kursela block in Katihar
district, named their newly
born baby, ‘Sindoori’, drawing
inspiration from a joint mili-
tary operation in Pakistan and
PoK in early hours of Wednes-
day.

“Our baby was born on the
day the Indian armed forces
successfully launched ‘Oper-
ation Sindoor’ after the Pahal-
gam terror attack, claiming the

lives of 26 innocent tourists. It
was a proud moment not only
for us but also for the entire
nation,” said Santosh, who be-
came father of his second
daughter on May 7.

Santosh’s wife Rakhi was
admitted to Katihar Seva
Sadan early in the morning on
May 7 where she delivered a
baby girl after a surgery. “The
moment I decided to name my
newly born daughter after it, I
shared the idea with my wife
who also approved it. Hence
the baby was named Sindoori.
The nation will never forget
May 7 when we took revenge
for the deaths of innocent
people. We will celebrate Sin-
doori’s birthday every year
which coincides with ‘Oper-
ation Sindoor.”

PTI
BALASORE

Nine-year-old Tanuj Kumar
Satpathy, who lost his father in
the Pahalgam attack, on Thurs-
day said that he wants to join
the Indian Army and confront
Pakistani terrorists.

Tanuj's father, Prashant Sat-
pathy, was among the 26
people killed in the terror at-
tack in Pahalgam in Jammu
and Kashmir on April 22.

"I have decided to join the
Army as it has avenged my

father's death," he said as his
mother, Priya Darshini
Achariya, stood by his side "We
have been watching the news
since Wednesday morning,
and it gives my mother and me
immense satisfaction. We are
proud of our Army," he said,
referring to Operation Sindoor.

Tanuj said the Army have
been with him and his mother
since the beginning.

"Finally, they took revenge.
Therefore, I will certainly join
the Army. I will study with
dedication so that I can get a

place in the force, and will con-
front Pakistan and its terror-
ists," he said.

"If I get an opportunity to
meet PM Modi, I will tell him to
ensure that no boy like me be-
comes fatherless. I now realise
the value of a father to a son. I
will also tell PM Modi to pro-
vide ample security in places
like Pahalgam and not allow
terrorists on Indian soil," he
said. Recounting the horror at
Pahalgam, Tanuj said the ter-
rorists shot his father while he
was coming down from a hill.

Want to join Army, confront terrorists,
says 9-yr-old who lost father in attack
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