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Demands arrest of
culprits
Bhubaneswar (UNI)
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi has strongly con-
demned the inhuman tor-
ture inflicted on two Dalit
youths in Singipur village
under Dharakot block of
Ganjam district in Odisha.

Terming the incident a
stark reminder that caste
discrimination still per-
sists, Rahul stated on so-
cial media, “This incident
is a mirror for those who
say caste is no longer an is-
sue.”

He demanded the im-
mediate arrest and strict
punishment of the culprits
involved. “The country is
governed by the Constitu-

tion, not by the selective
memory of individuals,”
Rahul Gandhi remarked.

Describing the brutali-
ty, the Congress leader
said the Dalit youths were
forced to kneel, eat grass,
drink dirty water, and were
paraded through the
streets on their knees. He
called the act not just in-
human but a barbaric as-
sault on the ideals of hu-
manity.

“Every incident that vi-
olates the dignity of Dalits
is an attack on Baba Saheb
Ambedkar’s Constitution,”
he emphasized.

Rahul alleged that such
incidents are becoming
increasingly common in
BJP-ruled states due to
politics rooted in hatred
and discrimination.

Rahul Gandhi condemns torture
of two dalit youths in Odisha

Srinagar (UNI)
Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
on Tuesday said there was
“no local involvement” in
the Pahalgam terror attack
in which 26 people were
killed, asserting that all the
assailants were foreign na-
tionals.

Omar said this two days
after the National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) made
its first major break-
through in the case by ar-
resting two local residents
— Parvaiz Ahmad Jothar
and Bashir Ahmad Jothar
— for allegedly harbouring
the terrorists responsible
for the April 22 attack,
which also left 16 tourists
grievously injured.

NIA on Sunday said the
two accused have dis-
closed the identities of the
three armed terrorists in-
volved in the attack, and
have also confirmed that
they were Pakistani na-
tionals affiliated to the
proscribed terrorist outfit
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT).

“The biggest thing is
that there was no local in-
volvement. The gunmen
who shot the 26 people
were all foreigners,” Omar
told reporters in tourist re-
sort of Gulmarg.

He said the NIA during
the investigation arrested
two people for helping the
attackers.

He, however, stressed
that the duo might have
been coerced into helping
the militants.

“And maybe the NIA al-
so said that they were
forced to help them. Now,
let the investigation con-
tinue. After that, the
charges will be presented
to the NIA,” he said.

On Monday, the NIA said
it has gathered a substantial
body of evidence regarding
the identities of terrorists
involved in the attack based
on eyewitness accounts
from victims, video
footages, technical evidence
and even the sketches earli-
er released by Jammu and
Kashmir Police.

No local involvement in Pahalgam attack,
all gunmen were outsiders: Omar

New Delhi (UNI)
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will
attend the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) Defence minis-
ters’ meeting in Qingdao, China,
where he will outline India’s vision
for global peace and security and
emphasise the need for collective ac-
tion to combat terrorism.

The Defence Minister will lead a
high-level Indian delegation from
June 25 to 26, a Defence Ministry
statement said on Tuesday.

During the meeting, the defence
ministers are expected to discuss a
number of issues, including re-
gional and international peace and
security, counter-terrorism efforts

and cooperation among the Min-
istries of Defence of SCO member
states.

Rajnath Singh is expected to high-
light India’s continued commitment
to the principles and mandate of the

SCO, outline India’s vision towards
achieving greater international
peace and security, call for joint and
consistent efforts to eliminate ter-
rorism and extremism in the region,
and stress on the need for greater
trade, economic cooperation and
connectivity within SCO.

He will also hold bilateral meet-
ings with the defence ministers of
some participating countries, in-
cluding China and Russia, on the
sidelines of the meeting.

India attaches special importance
to SCO in promoting multi-lateral-
ism, political, security, economic
and people-to-people interactions
in the region. 

Rajnath to attend SCO Defence
ministers’ meeting in China

Mumbai rain, three injured as wall collapses
Mumbai: Three people, including two children were injured after the wall of
their house collapsed in Bhandup area on early Tuesday during heavy rains in
Mumbai. According to fire bridge sources the incident occurred at Punjabi
Chawl, located in Hanuman Nagar area, adjacent to a nullah and was report-
ed to the authorities at approximately 7:01 am by the S Ward Control Room.

India, Nepal discuss security,
defence cooperation in
Consultative Group Meeting
New Delhi: India and Nepal held the 16th
Meeting of the Bilateral Consultative
Group on Security Issues in Pune on June
23-24, during which the discussions fo-
cused on issues relating to security and
defence cooperation.

The Indian delegation was led by
Munu Mahawar, Additional Secretary
(North), Ministry of External Affairs, and
the Nepali delegation was led by Gahen-
dra Rajbhandari, Joint Secretary (South
Asia), Nepal’s Ministry of the Foreign Af-
fairs. The delegations comprised officials
from the respective Foreign and Defence
Ministries as well as Directorates of the
Indian Army and the Nepali Army, a
statement said

Both sides held productive discus-
sions on a wide range of issues relating to
security and defence cooperation.
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