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New Delhi (UNI)
India’s total number of Covid-19 cas-
es has reached 7,154 as of 8 AM on
Thursday, according to the Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare.

In the past 24 hours, 33 new infec-
tions have been confirmed, though
case data from West Bengal is still
awaited.

Additionally, three new deaths
linked to Covid-19 were reported in
the last 24 hours: one from Madhya
Pradesh and two from Maharashtra.
These bring the total number of
Covid-related deaths in 2025 to 77.

On a positive note, more than
9,000 individuals have recovered
from the virus so far this year.

While several states have reported
modest increases in active cases,
Kerala remains the worst-affected,
with 2,165 active infections as of
Thursday. Other states with relative-
ly high caseloads include Gujarat
(1281), West Bengal(747), Delhi
(731), and Maharashtra(615), based
on data from the national Covid-19
dashboard.

Health authorities have attributed
the current rise in infections to new

Omicron sub-variants — including
JN.1, NB.1.8.1, LF.7, and XFC. These
strains are noted for their high trans-
missibility but are causing milder ill-
ness compared to earlier variants.
The World Health Organization
(WHO) has classified them as “Vari-
ants Under Monitoring”, indicating
that while they are not currently a se-
rious threat, their progress should be
observed closely.

Covid-19, caused by the SARS-
CoV-2 virus, has now transitioned in-
to a seasonal pattern similar to the
flu. 

India’s Covid case load touches 7,154

Bengaluru (UNI)
Karnataka Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah said on Thursday that follow-
ing a directive from the Congress
high command and after extensive
deliberations, the state Cabinet has
now decided to undertake a fresh
caste re-enumeration exercise to up-
date the 2015-16 Socio-Economic
and Educational Census (SECC)
findings.

Speaking to media after the Cabi-
net meeting, the Chief Minister said,
“This decision is not mine alone, nor
of the state Cabinet. It’s a clear direc-
tion from the party high command.”
He added that a series of ministerial
and Cabinet-level meetings had cul-
minated in detailed discussions this
week, leading to the resolution taken
on Thursday.

The new survey will be simpler
than the original, with officials sug-
gesting only households needing up-
dates may be revisited. Labour Min-
ister Santosh Lad noted that only
such households would be re-sur-
veyed, though he admitted that the
originally proposed 90-day deadline
may be ambitious.

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah ini-
tially proposed the survey be com-
pleted in 90 days, but recent discus-
sions indicate a more realistic time-
frame of 60-70 days. 

The All India Congress Commit-
tee (AICC) has pointed out that the
existing data is nearly a decade old
and urged the state to follow the
Telangana model.

Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge also said that emerging OBC
communities and demographic
shifts must be accurately captured,
necessitating a fresh count.

The move comes amid communi-
ty-level pushback. Leaders from the
Lingayat and Vokkaliga communities
have criticised the 2015 survey, alleg-
ing that their numbers were under-
reported. 

Karnataka Cabinet approves caste re-survey

New Delhi (UNI)
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said
on Thursday that his government in
the last 11 years has brought innu-
merable benefits for people by lever-
aging the power of technology with
young innovators playing a crucial
role in driving India’s self-reliance in
the sector.

The prime minister said the use of
technology has greatly boosted ser-
vice delivery and transparency. Fur-
thermore, technology has become a
means of empowering the lives of
the poorest of poor, he added.

He also praised the Digital India

initiative for enabling youth to har-
ness innovation and strengthen In-
dia’s position as a global tech leader.
“Over the past 11 years, Digital India
has empowered the youth to harness
innovation, reinforcing India’s posi-
tion as a global technology power-
house,” added Modi on X.

A thread of posts from a govern-
ment handle and highlighted by the
PM said India ensured transparency
at scale through direct benefit trans-
fer (DBT), noting that over Rs 44 lakh
crore were credited to beneficiaries
of over 322 schemes regulated by 56
ministries.

PM lauds youth-led
digital progress in
India in 11 yrs

Odisha: Man injured in
communal clash dies
Bhubaneswar: The Bhadrak Dis-
trict Administration has sus-
pended internet services for 24
hours, starting from 6 AM on
Thursday, anticipating a law and
order issue following the death
of a man who was injured in a
communal clash a few days ago.
The administration stated that
internet services would remain
suspended from 6 AM Thursday
to 6 AM Friday in sensitive areas
including Bhadrak Municipality,
Bhadrak Block, Tihidi Block,
Dhamnagar Block, and Dham-
nagar Notified Area Council
(NAC) as a precautionary mea-
sure to maintain public order. 

Punjab social media
influencer found dead
Chandigarh: A social media in-
fluencer, Kamal Kaur, was found
dead in her car parked near a
Bathinda hospital, police said on
Thursday. The police said the
body was found after people re-
ported a foul smell emanating
from a car parked near Adarsh
hospital on Wednesday evening.
Sources said Kanchan Kumari
aka Kamal Kaur, hailing from
Ludhiana, had left home two
days back. Police said the cause
of death was unclear and most
probably she was killed some-
where else. Further investigation
was underway.
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