
PM MODI LAUNCHES SLEW OF
PROJECTS IN BIHAR, ODISHA

3-STATE-TOUR: Modi arrives in Vizag to lead Int’l Yoga Day celebrations

PTI
BHUBANESWAR

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday launched 105
development projects valued
at over Rs 18,600 crores, un-
veiled the "Odisha Vision
Document" and flagged off
new trains during his visit to
the state.

He also felicitated several
people, including 'Lakhpati
Didis' and others.

Modi, who visited Odisha
for the sixth time since the
BJP government was formed
in the state in June 2024,
launched the projects at a

function at Janata Maidan
here.

The projects launched by
the Prime Minister included
drinking water and irrigation,
health infrastructure, rural
roads and bridges, national
highways and railway infra-
structure.

Modi flagged off the first
passenger train to Boudh dis-
trict after inaugurating the
Sonepur-Purunakatak railway
line. Railway projects such as
the third and fourth rail lines
between Sarla-Sason and the
fourth rail line between Jhar-
suguda-Jamga were also
launched.

Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday inaugurated
and laid the foundation stone
for multiple development pro-
jects worth more than Rs 5,871
crore at Jasauli in Siwan dis-
trict of Bihar.

He also flagged off a state-of-
the-art locomotive built at the
Marhowrah Plant, for export
to the Republic of Guinea. This
is the first export locomotive
manufactured in this factory.
These are equipped with high-
horsepower engines, ad-
vanced AC propulsion system,
microprocessor-based control
systems, ergonomic cab de-
signs and incorporate tech-

nologies like regenerative
braking.

PM also heaped praise on
chief minister Nitish Kumar
for creating a launch pad for
the speedy growth of Bihar,
adding that the state would
achieve new heights of growth
under the NDA rule.

Modi also flagged off the
Vande Bharat Express be-
tween Patliputra and Go-
rakhpur via Muzaffarpur and
Bettiah, and also inaugurated
the new Vaishali–Deoria rail-
way line project worth over Rs
400 crore. He also inaugurated
six sewage treatment plants
(STPs) under the Namami
Gange project worth over Rs
1800 crore catering to the
needs of people in the region.
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HIMACHAL

Rains lashed parts of
Himachal Pradesh
triggering landslides

at several places. The local
Met office on Friday issued
an orange warning for
heavy to very heavy rains at
isolated places on June 22,
23, 25 and 26. Traffic on the
Dharmshala-Chataro-Gag-
gal road was halted due to
a landslide, and officials
are currently engaged in
road-clearing operations,
officials said.
Reports also emerged of
water logging at the Sha-
hid Inder Singh Middle
School in Pandoh, which
caused inconvenience for
students.

GUJARAT

With the South-
west monsoon
making a strong

onset over Gujarat, heavy
rains battered several
parts of the state in the
last 24 hours, officials
said on Friday.
According to the State
Emergency Operations
Centre (SEOC), 101 talu-
kas recorded rainfall,
with 30 witnessing down-
pours ranging from 1 to 7
inches.
Vapi in Valsad district re-
ceived the highest rain-
fall at seven inches,
followed by Pardi with
5.25 inches and Kaprada
with 5 inches.

CHHATTISGARH

Four persons, among
them two children,
were swept away in

the strong currents of a
swollen river in Chhattis-
garh's Surguja district and
are feared drowned, officials
said on Friday.
Personnel from the state
disaster response force
(SDRF) have been involved
in the search and rescue ef-
forts following the incident
that took place on Thursday
evening, they said. An offi-
cial said that the victims, So-
mari (45), Ankita (8),
Binawati Nagvanshi (30) and
her son Aaryas (3) had gone
to collect mushrooms on the
banks of the Maini River.

‘J&K will again see
a surge of tourists’

Sisodia grilled for 3 hours by ACB

Dhankhar slams SC over Emergency-era verdict
Says darkest in judicial history
PTI
NEW DELHI

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar on Friday slammed the Supreme Court for its verdict delivered
during the Emergency, dubbing it as the "darkest" in the judicial history of the world.

According to an official statement, he said the judgment of the Supreme Court overruling that
of nine high courts legitimised dictatorship and authoritarianism. Dhankhar also questioned the
then president Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed for signing the proclamation of Emergency on the "instance"
of then prime minister Indira Gandhi and not the entire council of ministers.

‘DECLINED
TRUMP'S INVITE
FOR COMING TO
LAND OF LORD
JAGANNATH’

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Friday
said he had declined

an invitation from US
President Donald Trump to
visit Washington, and in-
stead chose to come to
Odisha, the sacred land of
Lord Jagannath.
Addressing a rally in Bhu-
baneswar, Modi said, "I
was in Canada for the G7
Summit when US Presi-
dent Trump had called me
and invited me to Wash-
ington for a discussion and
lunch. I thanked him for
the invitation, saying I have
to visit Odisha, the land of
Lord Jagannath. I humbly
rejected his invitation."
Modi had on Tuesday de-
clined Trump's invitation
to visit the US while re-
turning from Canada, For-
eign Secretary Vikram
Misri said in a statement
on the Modi-Trump phone
call. According to Misri's
statement, Modi said he
could not accept the invi-
tation due to a pre-existing
schedule, and invited
Trump to visit India for the
Quad Summit, likely later
this year.

PM Narendra Modi exchanges greetings with a
'Lakhpati Didi' during a programme in Bhubaneswar

A glimpse of the gathering at a public meeting
addressed by PM Modi (unseen) in Siwan, Bihar

105 PROJECTS WORTH OVER
RS 18,600 CR IN ODISHA

DVPT PROJECTS WORTH
OVER RS 5,871 CR IN BIHAR

Monsoon sweeps country

People being shifted to a safer place through a rescue boat amid waterlogging after
heavy rainfall, at Jamshedpur, in East Singhbhum district, Jharkhand

Manish Godha
JAIPUR

Union Culture and Tourism
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat said that Jammu
and Kashmir will once again
see a surge of tourists.

“The terrorist attack in
Pahalgam had badly hit the
tourism in Jammu and
Kashmir but by the efforts of
Government of India and
Government of Jammu and
Kashmir, tourism activities
have now started there, and
the valley will once again a
see a surge of tourists,” said
the union minister in
Jodhpur on Friday.

Shekhawat was on a two-
day visit to J&K to take stock
of the tourist activities in the
valley after the terrorist at-
tack.

He visited the place of at-
tack in Pahalgam and some
other historic places like Av-
antipura temples and met
tourists and locals including

the Sajjad Ahmed Bhat, who
saved the lives of tourists
during the terrorist attack in
Pahalgam.

Shekhawat said “we want
to take Kashmir beyond
Sonmarg and Pahalgam so
that tourists explore and
enjoy the untouched places
of the valley.”

He said that Kashmir has
historic archaeological
splendor, which is being
preserved by ASI, an ancient
asset of thousands of years
and the government is
working to link them to
tourism.

Shekhawat added, "I can
say with confidence that the
kind of preparations that the
Ministry of Tourism of the
Government of India and
the Government of Jammu
and Kashmir have made, in
the coming 15–20 days, tour-
ists will once again return to
the valley as before. Tourism
in the state will once again
touch new heights.”

In-laws kill,
bury woman's
body in front
of house over
dowry; whole
family booked
PTI
FARIDABAD

A woman was allegedly
killed and buried in front
of her house by her in-
laws, who managed to
keep the secret, and the
body, hidden for almost
two months by reporting
her missing.

The woman, Tannu
Kumar, a native of Shiko-
habad in Firozabad dis-
trict in Uttar Pradesh, had
married Arun Singh of
Roshan Nagar area here
two years ago.

Her father, Hakim, al-
leged that police refused
to listen to his complaint
even after he raised suspi-
cion about the freshly
covered pit, which he wit-
nessed when he visited
his brother-in-law's
house.

Police have booked at
Palla Police Station four of
the in-laws' family -
Bhoop Singh, originally
from UP's Mainpuri, his
wife Sonia, son Arun
Singh, and daughter Kajal.

An informed source
said Bhoop Singh and
Arun Singh have been
taken into police custody
and are being inter-
rogated.

IANS
NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader
and former Delhi deputy chief
minister Manish Sisodia was on

Friday questioned for nearly
three hours by the Anti-Cor-
ruptionBranch(ACB)overanal-

leged multi-crore rupee class-
room scam.

Theformerdeputychiefmin-
ister left the ACB office around
2.40 p.m. after appearing before
investigators around noon.
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