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Techie couple among 8 dead
in temple wall collapse in AP

TRAGEDY| Prime Minister Modi announces compensation

Sea of humanity
Devotees during opening of the portals of Gangotri Dham in Uttarkashi district on
Wednesday. The sacred Char Dham Yatra commenced on the day

Above-normal
temperatures
predicted in
most parts of
India in May
PTI
NEW DELHI

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on Wed-
nesday said most parts of
India are likely to see above-
normal temperatures in
May but occasional thun-
derstorms may keep the
heat from reaching the se-
vere levels of last year.

IMD Director General
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra said
the number of heatwave
days is expected to be higher
than normal? -- by one to
four days ?-?- in most parts
of Rajasthan, Haryana, Pun-
jab, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Gangetic West Bengal.

Some areas of Gujarat,
Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Ma-
harashtra, adjoining Telan-
gana and north Karnataka
are also expected to see
above-normal heatwave
days.

Normally, different parts
of the country, except the
southwest Peninsular India,
experience one to three
days of heatwave in May.

Mohapatra said most
parts of the country are
likely to receive normal to
above-normal rainfall, ex-
cept for some areas in
northwest, central and
northeast India. Rainfall
over north India is expected
to be above normal, more
than 109 per cent of the
long-period average of 64.1
mm.

IANS/PTI
VISHAKHAPATNAM

A techie couple are among
eight even devotees killed in
a wall collapse during an an-
nual festival at Sri Varaha
Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy
temple at Simhachalam here
Andhra Pradeshin the early
hours of Wednesday.

Pilla Uma Maheswara Rao
(30) and Pilla Sailaja (26)
were employed with HCL
and Infosys in Hyderabad,
and were working from
home.

The couple, who married
three years ago, hailed from
Chandrapalem village in
Madhurawada of Visakha-
patnam.

Sailaja's mother, Venkat
Ratna (45), and aunt G. Ma-
halakshmi (65) were also
killed in the wall collapse.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed condol-
ences to those who have lost
their loved ones and wished
for a speedy recovery of the
injured. He also announced
financial assistance of Rs 2
lakh to the family of those
who lost their lives in the
wall collapse and Rs. 50,000
to the injured.

The wall, located along
the Rs. 300 ticket queue, was
reportedly built 20 days ago.

Rescue operations were
immediately started with
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) and State Dis-

aster Response Force
(SDRF) teams pulling devo-
tees out of the rubble.

The injured devotees
were rushed to King George
Hospital (KGH) for treat-
ment.

The cause of the incident
remains uncertain.

"Preliminary, we have no-
ticed that there was torren-
tial downpour between 2:30
am and 3:30 am," said Vinay
Chan, Principal Secretary of
Endowment Department,
while speaking to news
agencies.

"The downpour was ac-
companied by heavy winds.
Heavy winds and huge gush

of water flowing suddenly
into this area caused this
incident is our preliminary
explanation. The wall is also
surrounded by earthen re-
vetment. Soil might have
loosened. Because of the
wind, pandals fell, that
might have also contributed
to loosening of soil," he
added. All the debris has
been cleared. The rescue
work has concluded.

Anitha Vangalapudi,
Andhra Pradesh Home Min-
ister and Disaster Manage-
ment, reached the location
to oversee the rescue and re-
lief operation.

The Chandanotsavam fes-

tival, or Chandan Yatra, is
celebrated on April 30. It is
the only time of the year
when devotees can see Lord
Narasimha, usually covered
in sandalwood paste all year.

Home Minister Vangala-
pudi Anitha, Visakhapatnam
district Collector M.N. Har-
endhira Prasad, and Police
Commissioner Shanka Brata
Bagchi supervised the res-
cue operations.

Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu, Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan Ka-
lyan, IT Minister Nara Lo-
kesh and other ministers
expressed shock over the
incident.

Pak citizens living
in India with LTV
given relief
Manish Godha
JAIPUR

New guidelines of Union
Home Ministry has given a big
relief to the Hindu migrants
from Pakistan living in border
districts of Rajasthan.

The central government
has allowed Pakistani citizens
holding Long-Term Visa
(LTV) to stay in India. After
the new guidelines more than
1000 LTVs have been applied
in Jodhpur, Jaisalmer and
Barmer.

The new guidelines pro-
vides that Pakistani citizens
living in India on LTV will no
longer need to leave India and
in case the LTV has expired,
the concerned can apply to
extend the validity.

Besides this, the Pakistani
citizens who have applied for
LTV or whose case is under
consideration are not being
deported to Pakistan and new
applications with valid docu-
ments are also being enter-
tained. Apart from Hindu
migrants, the Muslim women
who are living on LTV due to
marriage with an Indian
citizen are also allowed to stay
in India.

The Foreigners Registra-
tion Office in Jodhpur city has
launched a special campaign
for registration of Pakistani
citizens and receiving LTV ap-
plications.

Notably, the order to leave
India after the escalated ten-
sion between India and Pak-
istan due to Pahalgam terror
attack had become major
concern for the Pakistani
citizens living in India on 
LTV.

‘Pak targets Indian Army
websites, fails miserably’
IANS
NEW DELHI

After the Pakistani Army
failed on the ground following
their violation of the Ceasefire
Agreement on April 29 along
the International Border in
the Pargwal Sector of Jammu,
the neighbouring army has re-
sorted to cyber attacks against
India.

“The violation of the cease-
fire follows a pattern of in-
creased unprovoked firing
and infiltration attempts along
the Line of Control (LoC) to
which the Indian Army re-
sponded fiercely. Failing to
succeed on the ground, Pakis-
tan has now turned to cyber-
warfare,” highly placed
defence sources said.

The defence sources in-
formed that over the past
week, Pakistani cyber oper-
ators targeted Indian military-
related websites, including
those of the Army Nursing
College, Army Public Schools,
Army Welfare Housing Or-
ganisation, Army Welfare
Placement Organisation and
others.

“Pakistan utterly failed to
breach critical Indian Army
cyber infrastructure due to
our strong security protocols.
Their attacks on platforms
meant for women, children,
and veterans reveal the moral
decay in Pakistan’s strategic
thinking,” the source said.

They said that this com-
bination of terrorism, border
aggression, and cyber attacks
reflects a broader pattern of
state-sponsored hostility.

On ceasefire violations, the
sources said that Pakistani

troops have violated the cease-
fire agreement 15 times in ad-
dition to 2651 instances of
minor small arms firing in
2025.

“Pakistan abetted three in-
filtration attempts wherein
seven terrorists were killed.
We have effectively responded
to these provocations while
maintaining our commitment
to restraint,” the sources said.

Two flag meetings between
Indian and Pakistani military
officials at Poonch have also
been held over the ceasefire
violations.

“These meetings were con-
vened on the behest of India to
tell the Pakistan Army to ab-
stain from infiltration at-
tempts and ceasefire
violations.

The Indian side has also
conveyed its warning in the
weekly hotline talks between
the two DGMOs every Tues-
day,” sources said.

On the Pahalgam attack, the
defence sources said that Pak-
istan attempted to label the
incident a “false flag” oper-
ation by India.

“Pakistan’s narrative col-
lapsed under the weight of
truth when their own Defence
Minister, Khawaja Asif, ad-
mitted in an interview to a
British news outlet on April 26
that Pakistan had been sup-
porting terrorists for over 30
years,” they said.

Six Maoists, including a
female cadre surrender
IANS
RAIPUR

In a significant development,
six Maoists, including a fe-
male cadre, surrendered in
Dantewada on Wednesday,
April 30, 2025, as part of the
on-going "Lon Varratu"
(Come Back Home) cam-
paign.

Among them, three car-
ried a combined bounty of Rs
4 lakh on their heads. The
surrendered individuals
identified as Kadti Deva (34),
Ms. Lakkhe Kuhram (30),
Mithlesh alias Mudda Oyam
(25), Pagnu Veko (37), Mas-
ram Ram (27), and Bhimsen
Oyam (30), were active
members of different area
committees of Maoist groups.

Kadti Deva, the Gompad
RPC Militia Chief, carried a
reward of Rs 2 lakh, while

Lakkhe Kuhram, a member
of the Bhairamgarh Area
Committee Party, and Mith-
lesh alias Mudda Oyam, a
Farsegarh LOS member, had
bounties of Rs 1 lakh each.

These individuals were in-
volved in activities such as
road digging and disseminat-
ing Naxal propaganda
through banners and posters.

The "Lon Varratu" cam-
paign, launched under the
Chhattisgarh Government's
Rehabilitation Policy, aims to
reintegrate Maoists into
mainstream society.

The campaign has been
widely publicised across vil-
lages, encouraging even
high-ranking Maoists to sur-
render.

The surrendered individ-
uals are offered financial as-
sistance of Rs 50,000, along
with skill development train-

ing, agricultural land, and
other benefits to help them
rebuild their lives.

The surrender was facili-
tated by the efforts of Deputy
Inspector General Kamalo-
chan Kashyap (IPS), Super-
intendent of Police Gaurav
Rai (IPS), and other senior of-
ficials from various police or-
ganisations.

The growing number of
surrenders reflects a shift
among Maoist cadres, par-
ticularly the youth, who are
disillusioned with the Maoist
ideology. Many have grown
weary of the exploitation, vi-
olence, and hardships en-
dured in the forests, as well
as internal conflicts within
the Maoist organisations.
This discontent has driven
them to abandon the move-
ment and embrace a new
path in society.

Rs 2,000 cr scam:
New case against
Sisodia, Satyendar

Many temples reject Muslim boycott call

PTI
MATHURA

In the land of Lord Krishna,
several prominent temples in
Mathura and Vrindavan have
pushed back against growing
calls for boycotting Muslims -
either from entering temples
or for business interactions -
stressing that devotion
(bhakti) knows no religion or
caste.

This comes almost a week
after the terrorist attack in
Kashmir Valley's Pahalgam
that left 26 people, mostly

holidayers, dead in a targeted
attack on them.

"Bhakti is supreme in Brij-
mandal. It rises above knowl-
edge or even detachment
(vairagya). If someone has
faith and comes for darshan,
why should we oppose it?"
asked Gyanendra Kishor Gos-
wami, Rajbhog Seva Adhikari
at the Bankey Bihari temple in
Vrindavan.

Recounting a historical 
example, Goswami said, 
"Bankey Bihari doesn't teach 
us to discriminate. Akbar 
came to meet Swami Haridas 

and offered 'itra' (perfume) 
for the deity, and Swamiji ac-
cepted it." Goswami also 
highlighted the integral role 
that Muslims have historically 
played in temple traditions. 

"They play the 'nafiris' (cer-
emonial instruments) and 
sing bhajans for Thakurji. 
Much of the intricate 'mukut'
(crowns) and embroidery 
work is done by them. Even 
Bankey Bihari's attire comes 
from artisans across India, 
many of whom follow differ-
ent faiths. We are not con-
cerned about their religion - 
only the devotion in their 
work."  

Say bhakti transcends boundaries

Nitish Kumar is
head of
corruption: PK
IANS
PATNA

The founder of Jan Suraaj, Pra-
shant Kishor, slammed Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on
Wednesday, labelling him as
the “head of corruption” dur-
ing a public rally held in Jamui.

Addressing a large gather-
ing here as part of his ongoing
Jan Suraj Udghosh Yatra, Ki-
shor accused both government
officials and political leaders of
deeply entrenched corruption.

“In Bihar, officers and
leaders are taking Rs 2,000
bribes for ration cards and Rs
10,000 for land receipts, which
has made the lives of ordinary
people miserable,” Kishor
said.

He further said that Nitish
Kumar has become tired now
and is running his govern-
ment with retired officers who
are not accountable to the
public.

Online Report
NEW DELHI

Former AAP ministers
Manish Sisodia and Satyen-
dar Jain are facing fresh
trouble in the alleged Rs
2,000-crore classroom con-
struction scam. The anti-cor-
ruption branch (ACB) of
Delhi Police has registered a
corruption case against the
two leaders and started a
comprehensive probe to as-
certain the role of other al-
leged culprits.

The role of unknown gov-
ernment officials and con-
tractors is also being
investigated, said ACB chief
Madhur Verma.

Deputy Chief Minister Si-
sodia held the Education
portfolio in the Arvind Kejri-
wal government, while Mr
Jain was the minister in
charge of PWD (Public
Works Department), the
government agency that
carries out such construc-
tions.

The ACB has found that
over 12,000 classroom and
school buildings were con-
structed at an exorbitant cost
during the previous AAP re-
gime, which led to alleged ir-
regularities worth Rs 2,000
crore.

The contracts were
awarded to 34 contractors,
and most of them were
found to be associated with
the AAP.

GROWTH AUCTIO
N.C

OM




