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B’LURU STAMPEDE | New Police Commissioner vows measures

IANS
BENGALURU

Karnataka BJP and JD(S) on
Friday claimed that the image
war between Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah and Deputy CM
D.K. Shivakumar resulted in
the stampede at Chinnaswamy
Stadium in Bengaluru.

Squarely blaming them for
the incident, both parties have
demanded their resignations.

Union Minister for Heavy In-
dustries H.D. Kumaraswamy,
Leader of the Opposition R. As-
hoka, and BJP State President
B.Y. Vijayendra addressed a
joint press conference in Ben-
galuru on Friday in this regard.

Union Minister Kumaras-
wamy stated that the stampede
incident did not occur due to
the negligence of police of-
ficers. He alleged that the gov-

ernment organised the victory
celebration programme de-
spite police refusal, solely to
boost their image.

"My demand is that this gov-
ernment in Karnataka should

go. These two great leaders, CM
Siddaramaiah and Dy CM Shi-
vakumar, should be made to
pay for the stampede tragedy,"
Kumaraswamy stated.

Kumaraswamy alleged that

the government had taken an
arrogant stand, rubbishing
suggestions by the police de-
partment to the contrary, and
is directly responsible for the
tragedy.

Delhi CM Rekha
Gupta receives
death threat
IANS
NEW DELHI/GHAZIABAD

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta's security was beefed
up on Friday after a caller is-
sued a death threat by dial-
ling up the police control
room in the neighbouring
city of Ghaziabad, an official
said.

The caller, who made the
death threat to Delhi Chief
Minister, turned off his mo-
bile phone immediately after
communicating the message
to the PCR at 11 p.m. on
Thursday, said Ghaziabad's
Deputy Commissioner of Po-
lice (City).

Biswajeet Banerjee
AYODHYA

Following the consecration
of Raja Ram at the Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya, the
Chairman of the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Construction Com-
mittee, Nripendra Mishra,
revealed that a total of 45
kilograms of pure gold has
been used in the temple.
Excluding taxes, the esti-
mated value of this gold
stands at around Rs 50
crore. The gold-plating
work on the Sheshavatar
Mandir shikhar is still
underway, while the rest of

the temples in the complex
have already been adorned
with gold.

“The sanctum where Ram
Lalla is seated now radiates

divine brilliance. The
golden doors, throne, and
embellishments reflect not
just wealth, but unwavering
devotion,” Mishra said.

Every door on the ground
floor of the temple, where
the idol of Ram Lalla
resides, has been adorned
with gold plating. The di-
vine throne on which Ram
Lalla is seated has also been
richly decorated in gold.
Mishra added, “The way
gold catches the morning
sun and casts its reflection
on the marble floor is inde-
scribable. Devotees will feel
as if they are in a heavenly
realm.”

Seven Maoists
surrender in
Chhattisgarh
RAIPUR: Influenced by the
ongoing Lon Varratu (Come
Back Home) campaign, seven
Maoists, including two carry-
ing rewards, surrendered in
Chhattisgarh’s Dantewada dis-
trict. Among those who laid
down arms were Juglu alias
Sundum Kovasi and Dasha
alias Burku Podiyam, both of
whom had a bounty of Rs
50,000 announced by the
Chhattisgarh government.
These surrendered Maoists
had been actively involved in
various regional committees,
participating in activities such
as digging roads, cutting trees,
and putting up banners and
posters during the Naxal
bandh, police officials said.

Social media influencer Sharmistha
Panoli released from prison on bail

45 KG GOLD USED IN RAM
MANDIR: NRIPENDRA MISHRA

The quality of gold
used is 100 per-
cent pure, and its
value, excluding
tax, stands at
nearly Rs 50 crore
n Nripendra Mishra 
Chairman of the Shri Ram Jan-
mabhoomi Teerth Kshetra 
Construction Committee 

PTI
KOLKATA

Social media influencer Shar-
mistha Panoli was released
from prison on Friday after
the Calcutta High Court
granted her interim bail in a
case involving alleged com-
munal remarks made in a
video uploaded on social
media.

The Calcutta High Court on
Thursday granted interim bail
to Panoli, who was arrested by
Kolkata Police last week fol-
lowing an FIR lodged at the
Garden Reach Police Station.
The court observed that the
complaint against Panoli did

not disclose any cognisable of-
fence.

Panoli, a 22-year-old law
student, was arrested from
Gurugram in Haryana last
week after the FIR was regis-
tered.

The court directed that she
be enlarged on a bail bond and
a security of Rs 10,000. It also
instructed her to cooperate
with the investigation. The
court further directed that
Panoli shall not leave the
country without its prior per-
mission. However, it allowed
the trial court to consider her
application if she seeks to go
abroad for educational pur-
poses.

After her release, Panoli

walked out of the prison
dressed in blue denim and a
round neck t-shirt, wearing a
surgical mask. She was
greeted by her family
members, who took her inside
the car and drove off, as media
personnel were seen busy
clicking her pictures.

Following Panoli's arrest
last week, the Kolkata Police
had stated: "Hate speech tar-
geting any religious figure or
community or any class of
citizens of India, which has po-
tential to incite disharmony
and hatred between different
communities, is a punishable
offence in the newly imple-
mented Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita.

BJP, JD(S) blame ‘war of
image’ b/w Sidda & DKS

HC shields Karnataka
cricket body office bearers

The Karnataka High Court on Friday
provided relief from coercive action
to the office-bearers of the Karna-

taka State Cricket Association (KSCA),
who were facing the prospect of arrest in
connection with the stampede near Chin-
naswamy Stadium during a felicitation
programme for the RCB, in which 11 per-
sons were killed.

‘THIS SHOULD NOT
HAVE HAPPENED

Newly appointed Bengaluru City
Police Commissioner Seem-
anth Kumar Singh on Friday

stressed the need for remedial
measures to prevent future tragedies
like Wednesday's stampede outside M
Chinnaswamy Stadium, calling the
incident unacceptable and vowing ac-
countability.

Police arrests officials of RCB, event management firm

Four officials of RCB and event management firm DNA Entertainment Private Li-
mited were arrested on Friday in connection with the stampede outside Chin-
naswamy stadium that killed 11 people, police sources said. They were

remanded to 14-day judicial custody.

Delhi court acquits former Coal Secretary
Gupta, other officials in coal scam case
IANS
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Friday ac-
quitted former Coal Secretary
H.C. Gupta, former Joint Sec-
retary, Coal, K.S. Kropha and
then Director, Coal Allocation,
K.C. Samaria in a case related
to alleged irregularities in the

allocation of Mahuagarhi coal
block in Jharkhand.

However, firm Jas Infra-

structure Capital Pvt Ltd
(JICPL) and its then-Director
Manoj Kumar Jayaswal were
convicted for the offences of
cheating and criminal con-
spiracy by the Rouse Avenue
court.

Special Judge Sanjay Ban-
sal will hear the arguments
on the quantum of sentence

on July 8.
The case was lodged fol-

lowing a Preliminary Enquiry
conducted by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
on the reference of the Central
Vigilance Commission (CVC)
in the matter of allocation of
coal blocks to the private com-
panies.

Heritage bldg in
Bihar's historic
rail town razed
PATNA: A nearly century-
old building that was orig-
inally constructed as a prime
recreational centre in the
famed railway town of Kha-
gaul in Patna district has
been significantly demol-
ished to make way for an
elevated road project.

Demolition teams on
Thursday razed a very large
portion of the red-coloured
building -- N C Ghosh Insti-
tute.
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