
www.freepressjournal.in sports
Bhopal, Wednesday, June 18, 2025

CHRISTCHURCH

Devine to
retire from
ODIs after WC

New Zealand ODI captain
Sophie Devine will retire
from one-day inter-
nationals after the 2025
ICC Women’s Cricket
World Cup in India and Sri
Lanka. She will transition to
a casual playing agreement
for the 2025-26 season.

NEW DELHI

Pickleball
Federations
merge
globally
The International Pickle-
ball Federation (IPF) and
World Pickleball Feder-
ation (WPF) have merged
to form a unified global
governing body for pickle-
ball. Operating initially as
the World Pickleball Fed-
eration, it will be head-
quartered in Switzerland
and aims for IOC recogni-
tion.

MUMBAI

Two new
teams join
WPL
The World Padel League
(WPL) will return for its
third season from August
12-16 in Mumbai, expan-
ding from four to six fran-
chises. The league,
supported by the Indian
Padel Federation, aims to
boost padel's visibility and
growth in India.

KOLKATA

CAB
president
hospitalised

Cricket Association of
Bengal (CAB) president
Snehasish Ganguly was
admitted to Woodlands
Hospital on Tuesday
with symptoms of diar-
rhoea, vomiting, and ab-
dominal pain. He is
stable, receiving IV
fluids and antibiotics,
and is under observa-
tion.

Our Sports Reporter
INDORE/GWALIOR

It was a night of fireworks at
the Gwalior Cricket Ground
as the Gwalior Cheetahs un-
leashed a batting storm and
followed it up with clinical
bowling to outclass the Bun-
delkhand Bulls by 46 runs in a
pulsating T20 encounter.

Setting the tone with the
bat, Gwalior posted an intimi-
dating 208/5 in their 20 overs
before rolling out the Bulls for
162 in 19, sealing a win that
sent a strong signal across the
league.

Suraj’s 69 lights
up Gwalior

At the heart of Gwalior’s
charge was Suraj Yadav,
whose aggressive 69 off 38
balls (6 fours, 3 sixes) an-
chored the innings. His tim-

ing, placement, and power
were too hot for the Bulls to
handle.

Middle-order acceleration
came from Rishabh Chauhan,
who turned the final overs
into a six-hitting carnival with
a blistering 44 off 19* balls.
The finishing touch? A cameo
from Mangesh Yadav, whose
24 off just 6 deliveries* – in-
cluding 3 last-over sixes –
rocketed the Cheetahs past
the 200-run mark.

Bulls’ bowlers
take a beating

Though Vivek Sharma
stood tall with figures of 4/19,
the rest of the attack
struggled. Shubham Kaithwas
(1/44) and Saumy Pandey
(0/29) bore the brunt of Chee-
tahs' ferocity as the fielders
chased leather across all
corners.

Harsh Gawali
fights alone in
vain

In reply, Bundelkhand
Bulls looked steady early on,
riding on Harsh Gawali’s
gritty 70 off 44 balls, but his
dismissal in the 17th over
proved to be the knockout
blow.

While Karan Tahliyani (29
off 17) and Shantanu Raghu-
vanshi (14 off 12) showed
glimpses of resistance, none
could forge a match-defining

stand. The rest fell like domi-
noes against the disciplined
bowling of the Cheetahs.

Mangesh, Akash
and Ajay shut the
door

With the ball, Mangesh
Yadav was on fire, bagging
4/30 in 4 overs and choking
the chase in its final phase.
He found excellent support
from Akash Raghuwanshi
(2/22) and Ajay Mishra
(2/24), who broke through

the middle order.
Contributions from

Parth Sahani (1/36) and
Arpit Patel (1/4) ensured
the Bulls had no escape
route.

MPL 2025 �POINTS TABLE
TEAMS M W L NR PTS NRR
Rewa Jaguars 3 3 0 0 6 +1.630
Gwalior Cheetahs 4 2 2 0 4 +0.462 
Chambal Ghariyals 3 2 1 0 4 +0.367 
Bhopal Leopards 2 1 0 1 3 +4.900 
Indore Pink Panthers 2 1 1 0 2 -0.925
Jabalpur Royal Lions 3 0 2 1 1 -0.525 
Bundelkhand Bulls 3 0 3 0 0 -3.783

CHEETAHS
CLAW TO
VICTORY
Host Gwalior Cheetahs
finally opened their ac-
count in the MP League
2025, registering a clinical
15-run win over Jabalpur
Royal Lions in their third
outing. The match was
headlined by Rishabh
Chauhan’s unbeaten fire-
works and Mangesh
Yadav’s decisive spell, set-
ting the tone for what
could be a turning point
in their campaign.

CHEETAH CHARGE | Gwalior turns on the heat in a 208-run blitz

ANI
LEEDS

As the countdown to the
blockbuster India vs England
Test series opener at Headin-
gley ticks closer, pitch talk is
already heating up. Chief cu-
rator Richard Robinson has
set the tone early — targeting
300 as the ideal first innings
total — and is pulling out all
the stops to ensure the surface
lasts all five days amid un-
usually hot conditions.

“It’s been a dry summer.
We’re pumping in moisture to
make sure it doesn’t crumble
in three days,” Robinson said.

Green top
with a twist

Four days out from the first
ball, Robinson and his crew
were seen tending to a moist-
ure-holding green strip that
still has room for tweaks, es-
pecially based on England’s

playing XI.
“It’ll look different even by

this afternoon… The forecast is
hot, so we’ll let it dry naturally
before fine-tuning,” he added.

The Heat Factor:
27-28°C in Leeds

Unusually high tempera-
tures for England — hovering
near 28°C — mean the pitch
could flatten out by Days 3 and
4, leading to a batting-friendly
back half.

Ideal 1st Innings Score: “300
is the magic number,” says Ro-
binson.

Expectations: “Second and
third innings might see higher
totals.”

What to Expect at
Headingley?

Moisture early on A s s i s -
tance to pacers (esp. Bumrah
& Woakes)

Day 3-5 Flatter surface, fa-
voring batters

PITCH PERFECT? Promises
balanced battle in fiery forecast

Leeds curator sets 300
as par score for first testCHEETAHS ROAR, BULLS BOW

DOWN IN HIGH SCORING TIE

PTI
DUBAI

In a proud moment for In-
dian women’s cricket,
Smriti Mandhana, the el-
egant left-hander and
India’s vice-captain, has re-
turned to the No.1 position
in the ICC ODI batting rank-
ings — her first time back at
the summit since 2019.

The latest ICC update
sees Mandhana leapfrog-
ging South Africa skipper
Laura Wolvaardt, who
dropped 19 rating points
after a poor run of form.
Mandhana now stands tall
with 727 points, while Eng-
land captain Nat Sciver-
Brunt and Wolvaardt trail at
719 each.

“Smriti’s return to the top
is a testament to her form,
flair and focus,” say cricket
analysts.

Mandhana’s Re-
surgence: A
Closer Look

Century in Tri-Series
Final vs South Africa in Co-
lombo

11th ODI Ton of her ca-
reer

Consistent top-10 pres-
ence, but returns to No 1
after 6-year gap

Also ranked No 4 in ICC
T20I rankings

“Her recent form reflects
maturity — she’s anchoring
innings with class and ac-
celerating when needed,”
said a former cricketer.

Other Indians in
the Rankings

Jemimah Rodrigues – 14th
Harmanpreet Kaur – 15th

India vs England
Showdown Looms

India is all set to face Eng-
land in a five-match T20I and
three-match ODI series later
this month. With Mandhana
in form and confidence
peaking, expectations are
sky-high for India to domi-
nate.

“This could be a defining
summer for Smriti,” said a
BCCI official. Venues and
squads are expected to be
announced soon.

Wolvaardt’s Dip
The South African captain

managed only 27 and 28

Mandhana reclaims No 1
ODI spot after 6 years

Dr Shukla
appointed
national
vice-president
of KAI
Our Sports Reporter
INDORE/BHOPAL

In a major boost for grassroots
sports de-
v e l o p -
ment and
rural em-
p o w e r -
ment, Dr
P a n k a j
Shukla - a
noted so-

cial reformer and founder of
"Gramya" and "Asre", active in
rural development for over
two decades — has been ap-
pointed as the National Vice
President of the Karate Associ-
ation of India (KAI).

KAI, the official governing
body for karate recognised by
the ministry of youth affairs
and Sports, sees this appoint-
ment as a visionary move to in-
tegrate sports with social
transformation.

Speaking after his appoint-
ment, Dr. Shukla emphasized
the transformational power of
the martial art. “Karate is not
just a sport, but a way of life. It
instills self-belief, discipline,
and leadership values in young
people.”

He pledged to take karate to
every village, school, and youth
across India, aligning with the
‘Fit India’ and ‘Khelo India’
missions championed by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

against the West Indies in her
last two ODIs, causing her rat-
ing to slide and allowing
Mandhana to surge ahead.

With poise at the crease
and steel in her game, Smriti
Mandhana’s rise is not just a
comeback — it’s a statement.
India’s women’s cricket has its
star back on top, just in time
for a critical international
showdown.

Ranking Shuffle: Top 5 ODI Batters
Rank Player Country Rating Pts
1 Smriti Mandhana India 727
2 Natalie Sciver-Brunt England 719
3 Laura Wolvaardt S Africa 719
4 Beth Mooney Australia —
5 Meg Lanning (inactive) Australia —

AP 
BERLIN 

In a heartfelt turn of
events, World No.1 Aryna
Sabalenka has apologized
to Coco Gauff for her “un-
professional” post-match
comments following their
gripping final at the
French Open earlier this
month.

Sabalenka, speaking to
Eurosport Germany, ac-
knowledged that her re-
m a r k s — w h i c h
downplayed Gauff ’s per-
formance—were out of
line and driven by emo-
tion.

“That was just com-
pletely unprofessional of
me,” Sabalenka admitted.
“I let my emotions get the
better of me. I regret what
I said back then.”

What
happened at
Roland-Garros?

Coco Gauff defeated Sa-
balenka 6-7 (5), 6-2, 6-4 in a
thrilling final

Gauff claimed her first
French Open title, second
Grand Slam

Sabalenka hit 37 winners
but committed a costly 70
unforced errors

Post-match, she sug-
gested she had “lost it”
rather than Gauff “winning
it”

The Apology

Sabalenka revealed she 
wrote to Gauff — albeit not 
immediately — to express 
her regret and respect for the 
American. 

“I wrote to Coco after-
ward. I wanted to make sure 
she knew she absolutely de-
served to win. I never in-
tended to attack her,” she 
said. 

Self-reflection
and growth

The loss triggered deep
introspection for Sabalenka,
who also fell to Gauff in the
2023 US Open final after tak-
ing the first set.

“Why did I lose so many
finals? I kept getting so emo-
tional,” she pondered. “But I
learned one thing: without
respect for opponents, I
wouldn’t be where I am.”
She called the episode a
valuable life lesson, reinfor-
cing the importance of
sportsmanship at the elite
level.

What this means
This apology isn't just

about one match—it's about 
two of the most exciting 
women in tennis today show-
ing maturity, rivalry, and mu-
tual respect. Sabalenka’s note
reflects growth. Gauff, 
known for her grace, has yet 
to respond publicly.

SABALENKA
MAKES AMENDS
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