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Two Bhopal medical
students stuck in Iran
SMITA
BHOPAL

Two students from Bhopal
studying medicine in Tehran
are stuck in Iran amid rising
tension and missile attacks.
Their parents are spending
sleepless nights worrying for
their safety.

The students were shifted
from Tehran to Qom —
about 140 km south of the
capital — by the Indian Em-
bassy on June 15. From Qom,
they are now reportedly
travelling by road to Iran’s
border with Armenia,
roughly 1,100 km away, hop-
ing to fly back to India.

On the night of April 13,
the students woke up to ex-
plosions and fighter jets
roaring overhead. They saw
drones and missiles being in-
tercepted and nearby build-
ings on fire. Medical Officer
Dr. Ehsan
Azmi from Bhopal’s HSZG
Government Unani Medical
College said his daughter,
Areej Ehsan, a first-year
MBBS student at Shahid Be-
heshti University of Medical
Sciences, was unable to sleep
due to constant sounds of

missiles and fighter aircraft.
He has not been able to

talk to her for two days as
she has switched off her
phone to save battery. “From
Qom, the students have been
moved to an undisclosed lo-
cation. They will probably
travel by road to the Arme-
nian border and then fly
home,” he said, hoping for
her return in the next 3-4
days.

Dr. Azmi said the Indian
Embassy and the Iran-based
Indian Medical Students’ As-
sociation have played key
role in the evacuation. “I

emailed the Iranian Embassy
in India, the Indian Embassy
in Iran and the Ministry of
External Affairs for safe
evacuation,” he said, adding
his family is praying for
Areej’s safe return.

Similarly, Dr. Shahid Khan,
medical officer at Unani Shi-
fakhana, Bhopal, said his son
Mohd Haris Khan, a fourth-
year MBBS student at the
same university, was terri-
fied and panicky. “When
missiles fly over your head,
panic is natural,” he said.

He said students had food,
waterand decent accom-
modation at Qom. The stu-
dents are worried about
their safety and future ca-
reer. They have been advised
not to share photos or loca-
tions for security reasons.
“What can we do? We can
only pray for his safe return,”
Dr. Khan said.

Stuck in conflict
l Indian Embassy has moved students from Tehran to

Qom, now heading to Armenian border
l Parents spend sleepless nights due to missile attacks

overhead
l Students advised not to share locations; evacuation

underway with embassy help

Areej Ehsan Mohd Haris

Promotions pending
for nine year will
start this month
Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

The General Administration
Department (GAD) has noti-
fied the promotion policy
within 48 hours of the cabinet
approval. The government
wants to begin the promotion
process for employees soon.

Now that the GAD has noti-
fied the policy, the govern-
ment may begin the process
for promoting its employees
this month, which has been
pending for nine years.

Initially, the vacant posts of
SC/ST categories will be filled.
Once this process is over, the
Departmental Promotion
Committees (DPC) will be set
up for the unreserved posts.
The committees set up for pro-
motion will consist of an of-
ficer from the SC/ST category.

It has been made manda-
tory in the promotion policy.

If there is any doubt over
the rules passed by the DPC
and notified by GAD, the issue
will go to a committee headed
by the chief secretary.

On the pattern of the of-
ficers of the administrative
services, the DPC meeting will
be held in advance for the
coming year. As a result, as
soon as an employee retires,
waiting staffers will get a pro-
motion. It happened for the
first time that the rules related
to confidential reports have
been simplified.

As the rules of CR were very
complex, employees had to
face problems for getting their
CR written for promotion.

The promotion policy has
made it clear what will be the
criteria for promotion during
any disciplinary action.

The promotion policy has
also made it clear what will be
the criteria for calculating the
service period of employees.

The departments may
begin the process for promo-
tion after the gazette notifica-
tion of the rules.

GAD notifies promotion
rules within 48 hours

Intl Yoga Day event
at Kalidas Academy
tomorrow
UJJAIN: The 11th International
Yoga Day will be celebrated on
June 21. Many yoga-based pro-
grammes will be organised on
this day. A district-level pro-
gramme will be organised in
front of the open stage of the
KalidasSanskrit Academy from
5.30 am. Around 3,000 students
will participate in the pro-
gramme along with all the dis-
trict officers. The government’s
Yoga Day programme will be
organised from 6 am to 7.45 am,
where the speeches of CM
MohanYadavandPMModiwill
be broadcast live in the head-
quarters and wards of villages
and urban bodies of the state.

FP News Service
MHOW

The Indore-Mhow passenger
train (DMU No. 79305) has
been operating from Platform
4 at Mhow Railway Station,
causing inconvenience to pas-
sengers, especially women
and senior citizens.The plat-
form’s inaccessibility via a
proper pedestrian path and
reliance on the overbridge is a
major concern.

The Indore Mhow Rail Yatri
Sangathan has protested and
submitted a memorandum to
the General Manager and Di-
visional Manager of Western
Railway, demanding the train’s

operation be shifted to Plat-
form 1, 2, or 3 for easier ac-
cess.Passengers at Mhow
Railway Station are facing dif-
ficulties due to inadequate fa-
cilities.

The newly constructed
building on Platform 1 remains
unused despite being ready
for months. Authorities are
unresponsive to demands for
DEMU services and passenger

trains. Existing DEMU trains
frequently break down.No
passenger train is currently
available between Mhow and
Ujjain. The passenger associ-
ation is demanding a passen-
ger train between Mhow and
Ujjain.Extension of the Indore-
Ujjain train to Mhow for con-
venient travel to
Mahakaleshwar temple.

The association’s demands
are being led by represen-
tatives, including Anil Dholy,
Dharmendra Shukla, Rajesh
Yadav, Ravindra Tiwari, and
Ashok Sarsonia and other pas-
sengers were there.

‘Indore-Mhow passenger train should
run from platform number one’

FP News Service
UJJAIN

After a gruelling semi-final
round among 55 participants,
the ‘Khana Khazana <
Season-2’, Madhya Pradesh’s
biggest home cooking competi-
tion, has found its top ten final-
ists. These finalists will compete
at the grand finale of the com-
petition, organised by the Tal-
ent Hub India, on June 22.

The audition round was or-
ganised at the Cosmos Mall,
where hundreds of home cooks
participated. The ten finalists

are: Kuhoo Jain, Sonal Surya,
Smiti Garg, Komal Dronavat,
Sarla Garg, Sarika Neema, Van-
dana Tiwari, Sadhna Jain,
Kosha Soni, and Shruti Pend-

harkar.
The finale, to be held at the

Cosmos Mall on June 22 at 4
pm, will have a live cooking
round.

Grand finale of ‘Khana Khazana
Season-2’ on June 22

The top 10 finalists FP Photo 

Rajesh Thakur 
BHOPAL 

The ongoing Iran-Israel
conflict is impacting Mad-
hya Pradesh’s markets, with
prices of dry fruits and
fruits imported from Iran
witnessing a sharp spike.
Due to disruption in supply
routes, several dry fruits
have seen a price rise of up
to 20% in just a week.

Dry fruits such as pista-
chios, raisins, apricots, figs
and pine nuts—previously
coming via Afghanistan—
were later rerouted through
Iran using the sea route. That
too has now been blocked
for the last 10 days because of
the escalating war.

Wholesale trader Praag
Maliviya told Free Press,
“The shortage in supply
has driven prices up by
nearly 20% in just one
week across the state, in-
cluding Bhopal. If the war
drags on, there may be a
severe shortage during the
Diwali season.”

IMPACT| Middle East conflict hits local market

Iran-Israel war jacks up
dry fruit, fruit prices

PRICE HIKE
Item 1 week ago Current Price
Pistachio Rs 1300/kg Rs 1635/kg
Raisins Rs 350/kg Rs 425/kg
Mamra Almond Rs 2400/kg Rs 3100/kg
Black cumin (Shahjira) Rs 650 Rs 950
The most affected ingredient for Garam Masala, is the Shahjeera, it is
a special type of spice, which comes from Iran. Its wholesale price has
increased from Rs. 650 per kg to Rs. 950 per kg in the last one week.

Fruit supply
chain gets
disrupted
Pomegranate, apple and pear
are imported to India in large
quantities from Iran and are
routed to Madhya Pradesh via
Mumbai port. However, due to
the ongoing conflict, the supply
of Iranian pomegranate, apple,
and pear has come to a halt in
MP markets.
According to Bhopal-based fruit
trader Shyam Thakur, there is
high demand for Iranian pom-
egranates and pears during the
summer and monsoon seasons.
“Iranian pomegranates are
larger in size, have bright red
seeds and are sweeter com-
pared to local varieties. They are
the first choice for many cus-
tomers,” he said.
Thakur also said that after the
winter season, apples were
being imported from Turkey,
but those shipments were dis-
rupted during the Indo-Pak con-
flict. Subsequently, apple
imports shifted to Iran, but
those too have now stopped. As
a result, the prices of apples and
pomegranates have increased
noticeably.

Shortage in supply drives sharp rise by nearly 20%
within a week

Money, approach not needed for job in police
Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL  

Director General of Police 
Kailash Makwana has set 
right the system of appoint-
ment on compassionate 
grounds. 

He also removed those 
working in the department 
for a long time and shifted the 
tainted ones from the police 
stations. 

Now that the system has 
been put on the track, the eli-

gible candidates are getting 
jobs in the police department 
on compassionate grounds 
without paying money or the 
approach of anyone. 

As a result, 205 persons 
have been appointed on com-
passionate grounds in the 
past six months. 

The posts against which 
the appointments were given 
were ASI, constable and Child 
Constable or Child Protector.

An individual seeking a job 
on compassionate grounds 

has to move from pillar to 
post. 

Makwana has issued direc-
tives that the relatives of the 
deceased policemen, if eli-
gible, should be asked to 
apply for appointment on 
compassionate grounds. 

There should not be any 
errors in the application, the 
order said. 

Afterwards, all formalities 
should be fulfilled, and the 
person should be given the 
job without delay. 

Governor puts
seal on Land
Acquisition Bill
Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

The Governor has put his seal
on the Nagar tatha Gram Ni-
vesh Sanshodhan Bill for ac-
quisition of land.

Now, it will be easy for the
government to acquire land
for big projects.

The rule will, however, be
applicable for the projects
worth Rs 500 crore or for the
projects to be set up on 40
hectares.

The government will be
able to notify the land as the
special area for big projects.
After the amendment in the
Act, the government does not
have to pay compensation for
acquiring land.

The government will carry
out 50% of the development of
the land against the plot that
is acquired.

Before this amendment,
only the organisation, like the
Special Area Development
Authority, could set up pro-
jects in the non-planning area.

But now, the other govern-
ment organisations can set up
projects out of the planning
area. The agencies that deal
with the government’s infra-
structure will be able to work
after the amendment.
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