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HIC, HIC NO HURRAH | Prices of IML
have gone up by 10% to 20%, depending
on the slab; popular beer brands have
also seen a hike of ₹10 to ₹20 per bottle

KAR ‘NATAK’: Sidda to
‘pick pockets’ of boozers
to fund sops opera

Vinay Madhav Gowda
BENGALURU

While planning a grand
function to earmark two
years in power, fulfilling all
the election promises of ex-
tending `guarantee’
schemes to people, cash-
stripped Karnataka govern-
ment has turned again to the
liquor lovers to mop up the
revenue to fund these
schemes.

While the government
has increased the liquor
price for the fourth time
during the last two years, it
is also planning to increase
the liquor license renewal
fee for the traders by 100%.

The state government de-
cided to levy Additional Ex-
cise Duty of 5% on beer and
IML. The AED on Beer
would go from 195% to 200%,
while the other IML lovers
will be forced to shell out Rs
10 to Rs 25 more for 180 ml of
liquor.

Two years ago, the Con-
gress stormed to power with
promises of guarantee
schemes, including Anna
Bhagya (10 kg free rice),
Gruha Lakshmi (Rs 2000 per
month for all women), free
bus for women, free power
and other promises. How-
ever, mounting adminis-
trative costs forced the
government to look for other
avenues to mop up addi-
tional revenue, as the centre
turned down its request for
assistance. Since then, the
government started looking
for other taxable sources to
mop up additional
revenue.This year, the gov-
ernment had given a Rs
38,600 crore target to the Ex-
cise Department, which was
revised to Rs 40,000 crore.
The department calculations
showed that it would have
fallen short of the target, de-
spite the previous price hike,
resulting in levying addi-
tional 5% of AED.

GUARANTEE SCHEME ALLOCATION
In 2023-24: Rs 36,000 crore

In 2024-25: Rs 52,000 crore
DEPARTMENT-WISE SHORTFALL
(as of December-end)

Education Department

Allocated: Rs 37,452 crore

Released: Rs 24,199 crore

Pending: Rs 13,253 crore

Women & Child Development

Allocated:
Rs 35,611 crore
Released:
Rs 22,053 crore
Pending:
Rs 13,558 crore

At the moment, the government is collecting over
Rs 700 crore through renewal of licenses. This
year, it is targeting to collect over Rs 1400 crore

from over 12,000 different types of licenses. The hike
would come into existence from July 1.

TASMAC scam: TN throws
weight behind state babus

Chennai: Tamil Nadu Excise Minister S Muthusamy on
Saturday alleged the Enforcement Directorate ha-

rassed state government officials in the probe over its alle-
gation of a scam in state-run TASMAC and violated
procedures mandated by the Supreme Court.
The minister accused the central agency of “political ven-
detta” and strongly condemned it and assured all legal
measures against it. Also, Muthusamy said the govern-
ment would firmly back the state officials at all times.

Jobless teachers’ protest enters
third day amid tight police vigil

Kolkata: Around 1,000 jobless
teachers continued their sit-in
outside the Bikash Bhavan, the
state education department
headquarters, in Kolkata's Salt
Lake for the third day on Satur-
day, amid a strong police vigil.
They demand that CM Mamata
Banerjee come to the demon-
stration site and hold an in-per-
son discussion to end the
impassecreatedbytheSupreme
Court order, invalidating the ap-
pointmentof25,753teachersand
non-teaching staff in state-aided
schools and termed the entire
selection process "vitiated and
tainted".

"Let them arrest us. If necess-

ary, we will go to jail. At least I
will have food in there in time.
This government and its irre-
sponsibleofficialshavekickedus
in the stomach. We are not leav-
ing the street until we are man-
dated by the govt to return to
workplaces with honour, and
thattoo,withoutreappearingfor
another round of examination,"
Mehboob Mondal, a member of
the Deserving Teachers' Rights
Forum, said. Forum members
said several students of those
teachers who have been injured
in the police action of Thursday
night will be reaching Bikash
Bhavan, and will attend classes
on the pavements.

A man dressed as Rabindranath Tagore joined the protest of school
teachers on Saturday
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