
The country is
witnessing a battle
of ideologies, says
Congress leader
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Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi has stated that at least ten
leaders from Madhya Pra-
desh are capable of becom-
ing Chief Minister. The
former party president made
the statement while address-
ing party MLAs here on
Tuesday.

“Madhya Pradesh is a state

with several prominent
leaders, and at least ten of
them are capable CM candi-
dates in the first pick,” said
the Leader of Opposition in
Lok Sabha while responding
to one of the MLAs, Abhay
Mishra who had raised a
question about the CM face.

The Congress leader said
that the country is witnessing
a battle of ideologies.

"A battle of ideology is
going on. On the one side is
Congress and the Constitution
of India and on the other side
is the BJP and RSS who do not
believe in it (Constitution) and
want to destroy it," said Rahul.

He alleged BJP and RSS 
have taken over all institu-
tions in the country and have 
placed their people in these 
bodies. "They are slowly 
strangling the country. The 
first battle is for the Constitu-
tion. On the one side is Con-
gress and its ideology and on 
the other side is the RSS 
standing against the Constitu-
tion," he said. 

Later state in-charge Harish
Choudhary, Jitu Patwari and
briefing the media persons
Rahul Gandhi had directed
the adoption of the Telangana
model for conducting a caste
census.

Trouble makers
will be shown
the door

Answering a question about
ex-MLA Laxman Singh and
other party leaders who sup-
ported BJP from backdoor,
party state in-charge Harish
Choudhary said that Rahul
had given them free hand to
take decision against the party
traitors. “Shortly everyone will
see action of the party against
such leaders,” he added.
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Madhya Pradesh is second
lowest among all states in
the country in terms of liter-
acy percentage. Only Bihar
is worse than the MP.

Among 5-plus residents of
the state 73.7% are literate. In
this respect only, Bihar (73.2
%) has a lower literacy rate,
while the national Average
of 5-plus literate stands at
79.7%.

According to the Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS)
Annual Report (July 2023-
June 2024), released by the
National Sample Survey Of-
fice (NSSO) under the Gov-
ernment of India, MP is also

among the bottom two in
terms of literacy among
persons aged seven years or
more.

The literacy percentage of
such persons in the state is
75.2 as against the national
average of 80.9. Only Bihar (74.3%) is below Madhya Pradesh in

this respect. The gender di-
vide with regard to literacy
is very wide in MP.

While 80.1% of 7-plus
males are literate in the
state, the percentage of liter-
ate women of the same age
group is just 67.

Similarly, the literacy per-
centage among 5-plus resi-
dents is 81.2 for males and
65.8 for females.

The survey defines as lit-
erate a person who can both
read and write a simple
message while understand-
ing it in at least one lan-
guage.

Among the 15 years and
above male residents of
Madhya Pradesh (rural and
urban) 19.6% are illiterate,

17.1% have studied up to pri-
mary school and 28.6% have
passed middle school.

Just 10.7% of the males in
the state have passed the
higher secondary exam,
9.4% are graduates and 3.1%
are post graduates and
above.

Among the 15 years and
above female residents of
Madhya Pradesh (rural and
urban) 38.6% are illiterate,
15.1% have studied up to pri-
mary school and 21.5% have
passed middle school.

Just 8.3% of the females in
the state have passed the
higher secondary exam,
6.9% are graduates and 2.3 %
are post graduates and
above.

MP literacy rate second lowest in
country with wide gender divide

REGIONAL DIVIDE | MP rural literacy rate is 71.6%, while urban literacy rate is 85.7%

n Only 8.3%
women, 10.7%
men have
completed
schooling
n 19.6% men and
38.6% women
are illiterate

LITERACY 15 YEARS & ABOVE
MALE FEMALE

ILLITERATE 19.6% 38.6%
PRIMARY SCHOOL 17.1% 15.1%
MIDDLE SCHOOL 28.6% 21.5%
HS 10.7% 8.3%
GRADUATION 9.4% 6.9%
POST GRAD 3.1% 2.3%

We have ten faces for CM: Rahul
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Active corona cases tally in
Madhya Pradesh climbed to 21
on Tuesday, according to the
ministry of health and family
welfare. Three new positive
cases have been reported in
the past 24 hours.

Amid the resurgence of
COVID, the state government
has ramped up precautionary
measures to curb its spread.
Hospitals across the state are
on high alert, with prepara-
tions including reviews of bed
availability and stocking of
oxygen cylinders and other
emergency supplies. In wake
of the rising Covid cases, a
mock drill was conducted on
Sunday to test the operational
readiness of Pressure Swing
Adsorption (PSA) oxygen
plants installed in government
health institutions across Bho-
pal. The oxygen purity was

also checked during the drill.
Hospitals have been directed
to ensure sufficient beds,
oxygen, medications. AIIMS
already has a dedicated 20-
bed ward for Covid patients
with required facilities includ-
ing a ventilator.

CMHO Dr Prabhakar Ti-
wari said, “Health infrastruc-
ture built during the previous
Coronavirus pandemic, in-
cluding oxygen generation
plants and ICU beds, has been
reviewed and reinforced as
part of contingency planning.”
The CMHO further said that
the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) has con-
firmed that although the new
strain spreads rapidly and is
highly mutable, it causes mild
illness.

Corona active cases
tally rises to 21 in MP

Three cases
reported in the
last 24 hours
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The officials of Tax Practi-
tioners Association (TPA) wel-
comed the newly appointed
Income Tax commissioners in
Indore region including chief
commissioner of income tax
(CCIT) Pradeep Hedau on
Tuesday.

A delegation of office
bearers of TPA including
president CA JP Saraf, secre-
tary CA Dr Abhay Sharma,
former president CA Shail-
endra Singh Solanki, CA Vijay
Bansal and Nilendu Dave wel-
comed chief commissioner of

income tax Pradeep Hedau,
principal income tax commis-
sioner (Head Quarter) Rahul
Raman, principal income tax
commissioner Rajesh Kumar
Sah, income tax commis-
sioner (Central) Kishore
Singh, additional income tax
commissioner (Investigation)
Rajesh Meena and additional
income tax commissioner
Sandeep Ahuja.

During the course of dis-
cussion, TPA office bearers
and the newly appointed I-T
Commissioners assured to co-
operate in implementing an
ideal tax administration sys-
tem with mutual cooperation.

TPA welcomes newly
appointed CCIT Hedau Municipal

commissioner
orders ramp
construction after
meeting elderly
complainant
Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

In a strong move to ensure ac-
countability and public service
responsiveness, municipal
commissioner Shivam Verma
on Tuesday suspended a cor-
poration employee for delay-
ing the release of a retired
worker’s pension and ordered
the immediate construction of
accessibility ramps outside the

public hearing office.
During the public hearing

held at IMC headquarters, re-
tired electricity department
employee Umesh Mangesh
raised a complaint stating that
his pension had not been re-
leased since his retirement on
February 28 leaving him in fi-
nancial distress. Upon inquiry,
it was found that Nitin Desh-
mukh, the in-charge super-
intendent of the electricity
department, had failed to sub-
mit the pension paperwork in
time. Verma took swift action
and suspended Deshmukh on
grounds of negligence, also or-
dering a departmental inquiry
and the immediate processing
of Mangesh’s pension.

In another noteworthy mo-
ment, an elderly woman from

Sudama Nagar who had come
to the public hearing was un-
able to climb the stairs due to
knee pain, as no ramp was
available outside the commis-
sioner’s office. Upon learning
this, Verma personally
stepped out to meet her, lis-
tened to her concerns and in-
structed officials to address
her issue immediately. He also
ordered the construction of
ramps to facilitate access for
the elderly and differently-
abled—work that was begun
immediately thereafter by
Zone No 3 staff.

The public hearing saw a
total of 65 applications cover-
ing issues related to revenue,
markets, building per-
missions, sanitation, public
works, and sewerage.

Pension delay leads to suspension

green initiative 
Preparations underway at Nehru Park for tree plantation on Thursday, to mark

World Environment Day with a green initiative Photo caption - pic by Anand Shivre 

The officials of TPA welcomed the newly appointed
chief commissioner of income tax Pradeep Hedau on
Tuesday at his office.

Issues of govt employees
to be resolved in camps
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Collector Asheesh Singh said
in a Jan Sunvai held here on
Tuesday that camps will be or-
ganised in the city for quick
resolution of pension, com-
passionate appointment and
other pending cases of gov-
ernment servants.

He said that it has been ob-
served in the public hearing
that applications are continu-
ously coming from govern-
ment servants for pending
cases of their pension, com-
passionate appointment of de-
pendents of deceased
employees and other pay-
ments. In view of this, he has
given instructions that camps
should be organised soon.

In the Jan Sunvai held at the
Collector office collector Singh
heard cases of the applicants

and directed the officers of the
concerned departments pres-
ent to work towards their
quick resolution. While con-
ducting public hearing, the
collector provided immediate
financial assistance to some
for education, some for treat-
ment and some for employ-
ment. He said that the
resolution of the applications
received in the public hearing
is being ensured within the
stipulated time limit. It has
been arranged that the appli-
cants do not have to come to
the public hearing again re-
garding the resolution of their
problems.

The collector is also on a
weekly basis, reviewing the
resolution of cases which have
not been resolved by officials
within the stipulated time
limit, as these applications are
being kept in TL.

RaGa stirs row over paying
floral tribute to former PM
Indira Gandhi with shoes on
BHOPAL: A political controversy erupted in the state on
Tuesday after Congress leader Rahul Gandhi offered
floral tributes at the statue and portrait of his grand-
mother and ex-PM Indira Gandhi without taking off his
shoes. Taking dig at the Congress leader, Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav said that Rahul Gandhi disrespected the
tradition and cultural values of the country. “The Leader
of Opposition in the Lok Sabha is here, everyone is wel-
come here in a democracy. But offering floral tributes to
his grandmother without taking off his shoes, didn’t go
down well. It wasn’t in line with our tradition and culture.”
After reaching the state capital, the former Congress
president paid tribute at a life-size statue of Indira Gandhi
located in front of the state party headquarters.
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Arrested for murder of a
liquor firm staff, Shubham
Khamra seems to be follow-
ing the footsteps of his father
and serial killer Adesh
Khamra who is lodged in
Bhopal Central Jail for past
six years.

Shubham has four cases of
assault and other offences
registered against him in
Mandideep, police said.

Misrod police station in-
charge Sudhakar Sharma
said Shubham Khamra, Ni-
tesh, Vicky, Raj and Shub-
ham Kushwaha had been
arrested for the murder of
Kripashankar Rajput. How-
ever, one of their aides is still
at large.

Shubham had a tiff with
Kripashankar on Sunday
night while they were at a
culvert near Mandideep. Kri-
pashankar slapped Shubham 
after an altercation, which
enraged him. He returned
with his aides and assaulted
Kripashankar with sticks 
and bats that caused his
death on the spot.

Adesh Khamra

SERIAL KILLER’S SON
follows father’s footsteps
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