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It was a night of fireworks at
the Gwalior Cricket Ground
as the Gwalior Cheetahs un-
leashed a batting storm and
followed it up with clinical
bowling to outclass the Bun-
delkhand Bulls by 46 runs in
a pulsating T20 encounter.

Setting the tone with the
bat, Gwalior posted an intimi-
dating 208/5 in their 20 overs
before rolling out the Bulls for
162 in 19, sealing a win that
sent a strong signal across the
league.

Suraj’s 69 lights
up Gwalior

At the heart of Gwalior’s
charge was Suraj Yadav,
whose aggressive 69 off 38
balls (6 fours, 3 sixes) an-
chored the innings. His tim-
ing, placement, and power

were too hot for the Bulls to
handle.

Middle-order acceleration
came from Rishabh Chauhan,
who turned the final overs
into a six-hitting carnival with
a blistering 44 off 19* balls.
The finishing touch? A cameo
from Mangesh Yadav, whose
24 off just 6 deliveries* – in-
cluding 3 last-over sixes –
rocketed the Cheetahs past
the 200-run mark.

Bulls’ bowlers
take a beating

Though Vivek Sharma

stood tall with figures of 4/19,
the rest of the attack
struggled. Shubham Kaithwas
(1/44) and Saumy Pandey
(0/29) bore the brunt of Chee-
tahs' ferocity as the fielders
chased leather across all
corners.

Harsh Gawali
fights alone in
vain

In reply, Bundelkhand
Bulls looked steady early on,
riding on Harsh Gawali’s
gritty 70 off 44 balls, but his
dismissal in the 17th over

proved to be the knockout
blow.

While Karan Tahliyani (29
off 17) and Shantanu Raghu-
vanshi (14 off 12) showed
glimpses of resistance, none
could forge a match-defining
stand. The rest fell like domi-
noes against the disciplined
bowling of the Cheetahs.

Mangesh, Akash
and Ajay shut the
door

With the ball, Mangesh
Yadav was on fire, bagging
4/30 in 4 overs and choking
the chase in its final phase. He
found excellent support from
Akash Raghuwanshi (2/22)
and Ajay Mishra (2/24), who
broke through the middle
order.

Contributions from Parth
Sahani (1/36) and Arpit Patel
(1/4) ensured the Bulls had no
escape route.

MPL 2025 - POINTS TABLE
TEAMS M W L NR PTS NRR
Rewa Jaguars 4 3 0 1 7 +1.630 
Gwalior Cheetahs 4 2 2 0 4 +0.462 
Chambal Ghariyals 3 2 1 0 4 +0.367 
Bhopal Leopards 3 1 0 2 4 +4.900 
Indore Pink Panthers 2 1 1 0 2 -0.925
Jabalpur Royal Lions 3 0 2 1 1 -0.525 
Bundelkhand Bulls 3 0 3 0 0 -3.783

Rain plays spoilsport as
Bhopal Leopards’ blazing
start goes in vain
In what promised to be a high-octane clash in the Mad-
hya Pradesh League 2025, the skies had the final say as
the much-anticipated match involving Bhopal Leop-
ards ended in a no result due to rain, despite a powerful
batting show at 167/5 in 15.4 overs.
After being asked to bat first, Bhopal Leopards roared
out of the gates with Himanshu Shinde’s explosive 46
off just 28 balls (7 fours, 1 six) and Aniket Verma’s
breezy 19-ball 44 not out guiding the side to a strong
position. Wicketkeeper Yash Dubey contributed a swift
76 off 65 balls, anchoring the innings early on.
Bhopal’s aggressive intent was evident as they lost
wickets going hard at the bowlers. Ramveer Gujjar
(2/15) and Kumar Kartikeya (1/19) put up decent spells,
but the rest of the bowling attack struggled to contain
the flow of runs.
Just as the Leopards were poised for a final flourish
with 4.2 overs left, rain interrupted play and eventually
forced the match to be called off, denying fans what
could have been a thrilling chase.
The abandonment leaves both teams with shared
points, but Bhopal Leopards' firepower left a mark be-
fore the clouds had their say.

CHEETAH CHARGE | Gwalior turns on the heat in a 208-run blitz

CHEETAHS ROAR, BULLS BOW 
DOWN IN HIGH SCORING TIE

Dr Shukla
appointed
national
vice-president
of KAI
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In a major boost for grassroots
sports de-
v e l o p -
ment and
rural em-
p o w e r -
ment, Dr
P a n k a j
Shukla - a
noted so-

cial reformer and founder of
"Gramya" and "Asre", active in
rural development for over
two decades — has been ap-
pointed as the National Vice
President of the Karate Associ-
ation of India (KAI).

KAI, the official governing
body for karate recognised by
the ministry of youth affairs
and Sports, sees this appoint-
ment as a visionary move to in-
tegrate sports with social
transformation.

Speaking after his appoint-
ment, Dr. Shukla emphasized
the transformational power of
the martial art. “Karate is not
just a sport, but a way of life. It
instills self-belief, discipline,
and leadership values in young
people.”

He pledged to take karate to
every village, school, and youth
across India, aligning with the
‘Fit India’ and ‘Khelo India’
missions championed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
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In a historic triumph, the
Madhya Pradesh Muaythai
Association team clinched
an impressive 26 medals —
including 7 Gold, 14 Silver,
and 5 Bronze — at the UMAI
National Muaythai Cham-
pionship 2025 held in Ha-
ryana. Association President
Ashutosh Dadhich hailed the
players for their discipline,
skill and determination,
which stole the spotlight on
the national stage. The team
was accompanied by officials
Gaurav Sanotiya, Jitendra
Rathore, and Sachin Saxena.

Gold Medalists - Kinshu
Banglewala, Shanvi Tiwari,

Praveer Solanki, Suraj Ke-
sari, Srinika Tiwari, Ali
Khan, Aaradhya Sharma.

Silver Medalists - Aarav
Chauhan, Aavya Sahni, Bhu-
vik Tilakwar, Aaradhya
Chaudhary, Lakshmi Devda,
Nirvi Shah, Saumya Parmar,
Mahi Adhikari, Daksh

Mishra, Harshit Singh Chau-
han, Adarsh Chauhan, Su-
ryansh, Vedant, Pratigya
Kunwar.

Bronze Medalists - Kumud 
Tank, Kaustubhi Patidar, Mo-
hini Kharari, Shubhanshi So-
lanki, Bhaskar Soni.

This medal haul is one of

MP’s best-ever perform-
ances at a national Muaythai
event. The association ex-
tended warm congratula-
tions to all medalists,
coaches, and support staff,
calling it a milestone mo-
ment for martial arts in
Madhya Pradesh.

GLORY | Muaythai Marvels of Madhya Pradesh

MP punches to podium with 26 medals at nationals
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The Prabha Suresh Chandra
Lunawat Memorial Girls T-20
Cricket Competition, hosted
under the aegis of Indore Di-
visional Cricket Association
(IDCA) and sponsored by the
Sanjay Lunawat Foundation,
concluded with a command-
ing victory for IDCA Acad-
emy, who lifted the
championship trophy in style.

In the final played in col-
oured jerseys with white ball,
IDCA Academy posted an im-
posing 159 for loss of three

wickets in 20 overs, riding on
a stellar 72-run knock by Sou-
mya Ali and a fluent 65 by
Sakshi Pachore. Despite win-
ning the toss and opting to
field, SLF team faltered in the
chase, getting bundled out for

78 runs in 20 overs, handing
IDCA Academy an 81-run win.
Kanishka Shendge top-scored
with 14 runs for SLF, while
Ravina Jangre made an im-
pact with the ball, taking 2
wickets.

IDCA Academy crowned champions in
Prabha Lunawat Memorial tourney

INDORE: The State Sports
Academy’s badminton selec-
tion trials will kick off today,
June 18, at Nehru Stadium’s
Badminton Hall in Indore. The
matches, which will also con-
tinue on June 19, are part of the
selection process for the MP
State Sports Academy Badmin-
ton Centre located in Gwalior.

District Sports Officer Reena
Chauhan and Indore District
Badminton Association secre-

tary RP Singh Nair informed
that boys and girls aged 12 to 16
years can participate by repor-
ting directly at 10 AM today at
the venue.

The two-day event marks
the first stage of the state-level
academy’s intake, offering
young shuttlers a golden op-
portunity to showcase their
skills and secure training
under elite coaching at the
Gwalior Academy.

State Sports Academy
badminton trials today
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Indore’s young skating stars
rolled to glory at the First
Open Bhopal roller skating
competition, held at Campion
School, Bhopal, with a stellar
haul of 13 medals. Hosted by
the Sanjay Rabri Skating As-
sociation, the event saw par-
ticipation from nearly 400
skaters from cities including
Bhopal, Indore, and beyond.

The skaters of Amay Speed
Skating Academy made the
city proud, clinching three
gold, five silver, and five bronze
medals, showcasing speed,
skill, and determination.
Coach Yogesh Karosia proudly
shared that the academy’s ath-
letes competed across Inline
and Quad formats in various

age categories.
Top Medal Winners from
Indore
Viaan Sridhar – Gold
(500m Inline)
Adhya Nipane – Gold
(500m Quad)
Shaurya Jain – Gold (500m
UJT Quad)
Amera Sheikh, Ariah
Bohra, Umzu Khan, Priya
Karigar, Rajvansh – Silver
medalists
Ruhi Vaid, Diya Modi, Muji-
taba Ahmad, Edifa Khan,
Adhya Jain – Bronze
medalists

The event ended on a cel-
ebratory note as the skaters
were congratulated by digni-
taries including Ashok Bha-
ruka, Nagesh Vyas, Chain
Singh, and Siddharth Sharma
of the Colorado Skating Fed-
eration of India.

Indore skaters dazzle with
13 medals at Bhopal Open

INDORE: In a thrilling finale
to the Rs 60,000 prize money
“Champions Trophy” Chess
Competition, four budding
masterminds — Medant Jain, 
Jayati Vageria, Vivaan Jain,
and Inshira Qureshi —
emerged champions in their
respective age groups, show-
casing their tactical brilliance
at Nehru Stadium.

The event hosted by Unite 
Indore Chess Club with Dis-
trict Chess Association and
Bal Yuvak Mandal, saw par-
ticipation from 210 players
across 8 districts, including
40 rated players.

Chief patron Om Soni,
vice-president, MP Olympic
Association and MIC
member Nandkishore Paha-
diya graced the prize dis-
tribution ceremony. The
presence of organising stal-
warts including TR Silawat,
Sunil Soni, Dwarka Pardeshi,

and others added grandeur
to the event.

Chief arbiter and senior
national arbiter Yogesh Mo-
hite led a team of seasoned
judges ensuring smooth op-
erations.

Each of the top 10 players
in four age categories (U-10
Boys/Girls & U-15 Boys/Girls)
received cash prizes ranging
from Rs 5,000 to Rs 500, along
with trophies, medals, and
certificates.

Winners in Focus
U-10 Boys: Medant Jain
(6/6 pts, Rs 5,000)
U-10 Girls: Jayati Vageria
(4.5/5 pts, Rs 5,000)
U-15 Boys: Vivaan Jain
(5.5/6 pts, Rs 5,000)
U-15 Girls: Inshira Qureshi
(5/6 pts, Rs 5,000)
Youngest Participants
Awarded
Boy: Atharva Naman Agarwal
Girl: Lavya Kothari

Medant, Jayati, Vivaan & Inshira
crowned champions at chess carnival
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