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Yogi pushes Digital India Vision
with land records overhaul

FUTURE VISION| The project includes setting up modern record rooms across the state

IANS
LUCKNOW

In a major step toward real-
ising Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s ‘Digital India’
vision, the Yogi Adityanath-
led government in Uttar Pra-
desh has approved a Rs 121
crore budget for the com-
plete digitisation of land rec-
ords across the state. The
funds have been sanctioned
under the Government of
India’s Digital India Land
Records Modernisation Pro-
gramme (DILRMP).

Once implemented, this
initiative is expected to sig-
nificantly reduce the need
for citizens to visit govern-
ment offices for land-related
documents and bring
greater transparency to land
administration. All essential
services related to land rec-
ords will soon be accessible
at citizens’ doorsteps or with
just a click, ensuring ease,
transparency, and eliminat-
ing the need to visit govern-
ment offices.

Chief Minister Yogi Adi-
tyanath has issued clear di-
rectives to ensure the digital
transformation of land rec-
ords throughout the state for
the convenience of the pub-

lic. Under the project, all key
documents -- such as land
maps, khatoni, and khasra
records --will be digitised
and made easily accessible to
citizens through an inte-
grated data bank. This will
allow land-related docu-
ments to be retrieved at the
click of a button.

Of the Rs 121 crore sanc-
tioned for the project, Rs
46.45 crore has already been
released, while the remain-
ing Rs 74.64 crore is ex-
pected to be disbursed soon.

The project also includes
setting up modern record
rooms across the state and
establishing a dedicated 

DILRMP cell to oversee and
execute the initiative. More-
over, a specialised computer
lab and digital data bank will
be created to facilitate easy 
public access to land rec-
ords. A comprehensive ac-
tion plan has been developed
by the department with a
citizen-centric approach.

Implementation of the plan
is now underway, with the
formation of a dedicated
Project Management Unit
(PMU) in progress. Once es-
tablished, the PMU will en-
sure that all project
components are executed in
a timely and transparent
manner.

Vaccine ‘fails’:
Rabies claims
life of minor
FPJ News Service
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A seven-year-old girl who
contracted rabies despite re-
ceiving vaccination after the
dog bite, died at a state-run
hospital on Monday, family
sources said.

The victim, Niya Faisal, a
native of Kunnicode in Kol-
lam district, had been on
ventilator support for a few
days after she tested posi-
tive for rabies infection.
This is the third rabies-in-
fection-related child death
in the past month in the
state, despite receiving post-
bite rabies vaccinations fol-
lowing stray dog attacks.

Niya's tragic death hap-
pened just days after a six-
year-old girl in Malappuram
district, Ziya Faris, died of
rabies despite having re-
ceived vaccination.

A 13-year-old girl, hailing
from Pullad in Pathanam-
thitta, also succumbed to
the infection recently even
after receiving prescribed
vaccine doses, sources said.
Niya's wailing mother said
on that no other child
should suffer such a tragedy.

“A large pile of waste is
dumped near our home
which attracted stray dogs.
We repeatedly asked
people not to do this, but no
one listened to our pleas”
she said.

Kashmiri man who saved 11 in Pahalgam

SC directs holding local 
body polls in Maha
PTI
NEW DELHI

In an interim order passed
on Tuesday, the Supreme
Court directed the Maha-
rashtra government and the
State Election Commission
(SEC) to hold local body polls
in the state, reserving seats
for OBC as existed prior to
the 2022 J.K. Banthia com-
mission.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and N.K. Singh directed
the SEC to notify the local
body elections within four
weeks, and asked the state
poll body to endeavour to
complete the election pro-
cess within four months.

The SEC may apply for ex-
tension of time if needed,
clarified the Justice Surya
Kant-led Bench, adding that

the elections shall be subject
to the outcome of the peti-
tions challenging the recom-
mendations of the Banthia
commission.

In August 2022, a bench
headed by then Chief Justice
of India N.V. Ramana had di-
rected the Maharashtra gov-
ernment and the SEC to
maintain the status quo in
connection with the poll
process to the local bodies in
the state.

Earlier in July 2022, the
Supreme Court had ac-
cepted the recommenda-
tions of the Banthia
Commission to apply 27 per
cent OBC reservations in the
local body elections in Maha-
rashtra, and directed that
elections for the local bodies
in the state be notified in the
next two weeks.

Pak national
held from LoC
in Poonch
ANI
POONCH

Amid escalating tensions, a
Pakistani national has been
apprehended from the Line
of Control (LoC) in the
Poonch district of Jammu
and Kashmir, Army officials
said on Tuesday. Further in-
vestigation is underway.

This comes after another
Pakistani national was de-
tained by Border Security
Force (BSF) troops after he
illegally crossed the border
in the Gurdaspur area of
Punjab, an official said on
Monday.

According to a senior BSF
officer, the troops were on pa-
trolling duty when they de-
tained the individual on the
intervening night of May 3-4,
The individual has been
handed over to the Punjab
Police for further investiga-
tion.The BSF is the primary
force responsible for guard-
ing the 3,323 km long India-
Pakistan border, spanning the
states of Jammu and Kashmir
(including parts of the LoC),
Punjab, Rajasthan, and Guja-
rat.

This border is one of the
most sensitive and volatile in
the country, due to historical
tensions and ongoing security
challenges.

On April 23, Pakistan
Rangers detained a BSF
trooper after he inadvertently
crossed the International
Border near Punjab's Firoz-
pur. The incident occurred
while a BSF trooper was
crossing the border to pro-
vide security to local farmers
working near the fence.

PTI
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on Tues-
day stayed an interim order in
a copyright case against music
composer A R Rahman and
the makers of the film "Pon-
niyin Selvan 2" over a musical
composition.

A bench of Justices C Hari
Shankar and Ajay Digpaul,
however, directed Rahman
and the makers of the film to

deposit within 10 days Rs 2
crore with its registry, as di-
rected by the single judge.

On April 25, a high court
single judge in the interim also
ordered for inserting a slide in
the film on all OTT and online
platforms to give due credit to
Junior Dagar Brothers -- Late
Ustad N Faiyazuddin Dagar
and Late Ustad Zahiruddin
Dagar -- for the composition.

The division bench stayed
this direction too.

Onliine Report
SRINAGAR

Nazakat Ali, a shawl trader
from Kashmir, had accom-
panied some of his customers
to Baisaran valley, also known
as 'Mini Switzerland', on the
fateful day when 26 innocents
were killed there in cold blood.
As the killers picked their tar-
gets, asked them their religion
and shot them dead, this Kash-
miri man risked his life to bring
11 people to safety.

Ali said he spends the winter
in Chirimiri, a small town in
Chhattisgarh, every year and
sells shawls there. "Some
people had come from there.
There were 11 people from four
families. We received them at
Jammu on April 16 and took
them around Srinagar and Gul-
marg. We planned the Pahal-
gam leg on the last day because
we had invited them home for
a feast. We reached Pahalgam
on April 21, spent the night in a

hotel and the next morning, we
reached Baisaran valley."

Ali said his customers were
having a fun time at Baisaran
Valley when the terrorists
struck. "I was playing with their
child when we heard shots. In-
itially, everyone thought
crackers were being used to
scare off wild animals like
bears. But when the firing con-
tinued, fear struck. I lay down
with their child. The others fol-
lowed," he said. "It was about

humanity. I decided I have to
save them and take them safely
back. I picked up the child and
led the others out of the valley.
We ran for about 7 km before
we finally reached Pahalgam,"
Mr Ali said.

Twenty-five tourists and a
Kashmiri pony ride operator
were brutally murdered in Pa-
halgam that day as terrorists
crossed the big red line of not
targeting civilians and tourists.
The aftermath of the tragedy
has brought to the fore count-
less instances of Kashmiris ri-
sking their safety to protect the
travellers. While Syed Adil
Hussain Shah died trying to
snatch a terrorist's gun, others
saved lives by running down
the mountainous terrain with
tourists hanging on to their
backs.

Kashmir has erupted in pro-
test against the security attack,
which threatens to puncture
the tourism boost the Valley
has enjoyed over the past

couple of years. For the first
time in 35 years, Kashmir shut
down completely to protest a
terror strike. Loudspeakers in
mosques blared out appeals to
the people to join the shut-
down, and spontaneous pro-
tests hit the streets.
Shopkeepers and hoteliers
took part in protest marches,
raising slogans of "Hindustan
Zindabad" and "I am Indian".<

India has vowed an exemp-
lary response as the investiga-
tion into the terror strike points
to a Pakistani hand, like several
other attacks on Indian soil in
the past. India has launched a
series of diplomatic moves
against Pakistan, including the
suspension of the Indus Waters
Treaty and visa services to Pak-
istani nationals. Marathon
meetings between Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, Home
Minister Amit Shah and top of-
ficials in the defence establish-
ment suggest that a bigger
action is imminent.

IANS
CHENNAI

A swift and coordinated effort
by the Tamil Nadu Police's Idol
Wing-CID has successfully
halted the auction of a
precious temple idol stolen
from the state 15 years ago.

The idol, a metal represen-
tation of Kannappa Nayanar,
was reported stolen from the
Arulmigu Agneeswaraswamy
Temple in Thirupugalur in Na-
gapattinam district in 2010.

According to officials, the
theft was registered at the
Thittachery police station on
August 8, 2010, after temple
authorities discovered the idol
was missing. Despite extensive
investigations over the years,
the whereabouts of the idol re-
mained unknown until re-
cently. The breakthrough
came when the Idol Wing-CID
got intelligence that the Kann-
appa Nayanar idol had resur-
faced at an exhibition, held in
Maastricht, Netherlands.

The idol was listed for auc-
tion, raising immediate alarm.

Acting without delay, the
Idol Wing-CID initiated con-
tact with Dutch police auth-
orities and the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI), urging
intervention to halt the auc-
tion. Their swift action yielded
results, as the Netherlands
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
local Dutch authorities
promptly stepped in and took
custody of the idol on March
23.

TN Idol wing stops auction of stolen idol in Netherlands

HC stays order against AR Rahman,
Ponniyin Selvan 2 in copyright case
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