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TIFF: He said he has worked closely with party workers for 16
years and regards them as close friends and brothers

PTI
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Congress Working Com-
mittee (CWC) member
Shashi Tharoor on Thurs-
day said he has differences
of opinion with some in the
party leadership, but he is 
not going to speak about
them in light of the bypoll
in the Nilambur consti-
tuency.

Speaking to reporters
here, Tharoor-- who came
under attack from some
party colleagues for suppor-
ting the Modi government's
stand following the Pahalgam
terror attack -- said that the
Congress, its values, and its
workers are very dear to him.

He did not clarify whether
his differences of opinion
were with the national or
state leadership. The Thiru-
vananthapuram MP indi-

cated that he might talk
about those differences after
the bypoll results.

Tharoor's remarks come at
a time when the Congress has
not publicly backed him,
after a party leader described 
him as the "super spokesper-
son of the BJP.

Former Congress MP Udit

Raj had termed Tharoor as
the "super spokesperson" of
the BJP over his remarks dur-
ing his international delega-
tion visits when he allegedly
said that India crossed the
LoC for the first time in 2015.

Responding to the same,
Tharoor on Thursday termed
it as a "misconception".

Hyd-Tirupati
SpiceJet flight
returns due to
snag
PTI
HYDERABAD

A Hyderabad-Tirupati SpiceJet
flight returned to the city on
Thursday shortly after take-off
due to a snag, sources said.

Flight SG 2696, which was
scheduled to depart at 6.10
AM, took off at 6.19 AM and
was expected to land in Tiru-
pati at 7.40 AM, according to
live flight tracking website
flatradar24.com However, it
returned and landed back at
Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport shortly after take-off,
it added.

SpiceJet in a statement said
a Q400 aircraft operating the
Hyderabad-Tirupati flight ex-
perienced an intermittent il-
lumination of the AFT
baggage door light after take-
off and cabin pressurisation
remained normal throughout.

"As a precautionary
measure, the pilots decided to
return to Hyderabad. The air-
craft landed safely and pas-
sengers were deplaned
normally," it said.

Rains pound Gujarat: 7 dead,
over 100 rescued in three days

Ahead of Kanwar Yatra, UP Minister sparks row
by asking hotel owners to display ‘real names’

Sonia discharged
from hosp after
treatment for
stomach infection
PTI
NEW DELHI

Congress Parliamentary
Party Chairperson Sonia
Gandhi was discharged from
Sir Ganga Ram Hospital here
on Thursday, four days after
being admitted for a stom-
ach-related issue, the hospi-
tal said.

The 78-year-old leader had
been under medical care
since June 15 for an abdomi-
nal infection. According to Dr
Ajay Swaroop, the chairman
of the hospital, Gandhi's con-
dition is now stable.

IANS
AHMEDABAD

Gujarat’s early monsoon
showers have turned cata-
strophic as incessant rainfall
triggered flash floods, building
collapses, large-scale evacu-
ations, and loss of life across
multiple districts. The state
saw heavy rainfall on June 16,
17 and 18, which claimed the
lives of seven members of a
family in Botad, and over 100
people have been rescued
from various flood-affected
areas.

In Bhavnagar district, vil-
lages across the Bhal region re-
main submerged, days after
intense rainfall battered the

area.
Vast tracts of land are still

waterlogged. On June 18, the

Bhavnagar Fire Department
carried out a high-risk rescue
operation near Kamlej village,
saving 58 people -- including
10 women and nine children -
-trapped in floodwaters up to
two kilometres from the near-
est accessible point. Fire-
fighters used a boat engine to
navigate the swift waters, pul-
ling stranded residents to
safety. The disaster extended
to livestock as well.

More than 400 cattle were
rescued and shifted to higher
ground. Meanwhile, in villages
like Devaliya, Paliyad, and
Sanes, local residents used JCB
machinery to drain water and
restore basic services, such as
electricity and sanitation.

Commuters wade
through a waterlogged
road in Ahmedabad

Biswajeet Banerjee
LUCKNOW

As the Kanwar Yatra is set to
begin from July 5, a fresh con-
troversy has erupted in Uttar
Pradesh after Muzaffarnagar
MLA and Minister of State
Kapil Dev Agarwal asked all
hotels and dhaba owners to
put up signboards displaying
their real names. The min-
ister’s remark, widely seen as a
veiled reference to religious
identity, has drawn sharp reac-
tions from civil society and

political observers.
Agarwal urged compliance

before the arrival of lakhs of
Shiva devotees. Though he did
not name any community di-
rectly, the timing and phrasing
of his statement have triggered
concern over religious profil-
ing and communal overtones.

This is not the first time
such directives have surfaced.
Last year, the Yogi Adityanath
government had ordered all
shops and eateries to install
nameplates with the owner's
full name, but the Supreme Court had stayed the order,

citing concerns about dis-
crimination and violation of
fundamental rights.

Agarwal also warned hotel
and dhaba operators against
naming their businesses after
Hindu gods and goddesses,
saying that commercial use of

names associated with Hindu
faith would not be tolerated
during the yatra. “Any misuse
of religious names will invite
strict action,” he said, reiterat-
ing the administration’s re-
solve to protect religious
sentiments.

It does not matter
who runs the es-
tablishment, but
the real name of
the owner must be
displayed outside
n Kapil Dev Agarwal  
Muzaffarnagar MLA 

Difference of opinion with
some in Cong: Tharoor

However, I do have differ-
ences of opinion with
some in the Congress
leadership. You know
what I am talking about,
as some of those issues
are there in the public
domain and have been
reported by you (media)
n Shashi Tharoor 

‘Forgotten
Osama Already’

Remember Osama
bin Laden - the Al-
Qaeda terrorist boss

behind the 2001 World
Trade Center attack that
killed nearly 3,000 people,
and who was found hiding
near a Pakistan Army
camp. This was Congress
MP Shashi Tharoor's stark
message to the American
people amid disquiet over
President Donald Trump's
lunch date Wednesday
with Pak Army chief Gen-
eral Asim Munir. "Some
Senators and Con-
gressmen who met the Pak
delegation did... but people
in the US could not have
forgotten the Osama epi-
sode so quickly. Pak's cul-
pability in hiding this man
until he was found... near
an Army camp cannot be
so easily forgiven by the
Americans," he said.

Non-Hindus
distribute
prasad at Digha
Jagannath
temple
IANS
KOLKATA

BJP leader Amit Malviya on
Thursday accused the Mamata
Banerjee-led West Bengal gov-
ernmentofentrustingnon-Hin-
dus to prepare and distribute
sweets labelled as “sacred pra-
sad” of Lord Jagannath Temple
at Digha in East Midnapore dis-
trict. “Mamata Banerjee is
tramplingonHindusentiments
with impunity in West Bengal!
In the Suti 1 Block of Murshida-
baddistrict, sweetshopsandra-
tion dealers - the majority of
them Muslim - have reportedly
been entrusted with the prep-
aration and distribution of Gaja
and Pera, which are being la-
belled as Prabhu Jagannath
Dev’s sacred prasad. This is not
justadministrativecarelessness.
This is a deliberate provocation.
How can a government so
casually trample upon deeply
held religious beliefs?” Malviya
said on Thursday in a statement
posted on his X handle.

Malviya, the BJP's Informa-
tion Technology cell chief and
the party’s central observer for
West Bengal, also explained
why entrusting non-Hindus
with the task of preparation &
distribution of sweets labelled
as “sacred Prasad” of Lord Ja-
gannath was an insult to tradi-
tional Hindu belief.

Those who speak English
in country will soon feel
ashamed...: Shah
ANI 
NEW DELHI 

Stressing the importance of
Indian languages as the soul 
of the nation's identity, Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
said on Thursday that the 
time has come to reclaim 
India's linguistic heritage and 
lead the world with pride in 
native tongues. 

Speaking at the book 
launch of 'Main Boond 
Swayam, Khud Sagar Hoon', 
authored by former civil ser-
vant, IAS Ashutosh Agni-
hotri, Shah said, "In this 

country, those who speak 
English will soon feel 
ashamed -- the creation of 
such a society is not far away. 
Only those who are deter-
mined can bring about 
change. I believe that the lan-
guages of our country are the 
jewels of our culture. With-
out our languages, we cease 
to be truly Indian."  

"To understand our
country, our culture, our his-
tory, and our religion, no for-
eign language can suffice. The
idea of a complete India can-
not be imagined through half-
baked foreign languages.”
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