
BIHAR POLLS LIKELY IN 2-3 PHASES
BALLOT DOSSIER| EC set to visit state, election dates will be decided keeping Diwali and Chhath puja in mind

Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA

Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar is likely
to visit Bihar in view of the as-
sembly election due in Oc-
tober-November.

Sources said the CEC dur-
ing his visit would hold a
meeting with senior civil and
police officers of the state to
review preparations being
made for the assembly elec-
tion. The assembly elections
are likely to be held in 2-3
phases, sources added.

The poll dates will be de-
cided keeping Diwali and
Chhath Puja in mind. While
Diwali will be celebrated on
October 22, Bihar's most im-
portant and popular festival,
Chhath, will be celebrated on
October 27 and 28. The Bihar
Assembly term ends on No-
vember 22, so the election
process (including counting
and declaration of results)
must be finished before that.

With an objective to nullify
the opposition’s allegations of
voter list fraud as seen in pre-
vious Assembly polls, includ-
ing in Maharashtra, Haryana,
and Delhi, the Election Com-
mission conducted a training
programme for BLOs (booth
level officers). All BLOs will be
provided identity cards so that
they can go door-to-door for
verification. A campaign will
also be launched in Bihar to
update the voter list, so that
the names of those turning 18
can be added. Now, there will
be no duplicate EPIC (Electors
Photo Identity Card) numbers
as they have been eliminated,
sources added.
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Patna: Union Minister and 
Lok Janshakti Party (Ram 
Vilas) president Chirag Pas-
wan on Monday said he will 
definitely contest the up-

coming Bihar polls if his can-
didature consolidates his 
party's position and "strike 
rate".  

He also said there is no va-
cancy for the post of chief 
minister of the eastern state 
as incumbent Nitish Kumar 
will continue to lead post the
polls, likely to be held in Oc-
tober-November this year. 

‘Seat-sharing
talks soon’
Patna: Amid rising demands
from alliance partners over
seat allocation in the up-
coming Bihar Assembly Elec-
tions 2025, Deputy Chief
Minister Samrat Choudhary
has clarified that the final seat-

sharing formula within the
NDA will be decided by the
central leadership of the BJP.
Choudhary said that many
leaders make claims about
contesting maximum seats,
but the final decision will be
taken only after discussions
with alliance partners. The
central BJP leadership will de-
cide how many seats each
NDA constituent party will
contest. We smoothly man-
aged seat-sharing during the
Lok Sabha elections, and we’ll
do the same for the assembly
polls,” he said. With alliances
shaping up and claims emerg-
ing from different quarters,
seat-sharing negotiations are
expected to intensify in the
coming months.

If it helps party, will contest Bihar: Chirag

Backs Nitish
for CM post

Marrying 2-3 times
in Hindu religion
not a crime: RJD MP
Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA

Amid the controversy over
the personal life of RJD su-
premo Lalu Prasad Yadav's
elder son Tej Pratap Yadav,
RJD MP Sudhakar Singh on
Monday created a flutter in
political circles by claiming
that marrying 2-3 times was
not a crime in Hindu religion.

RJD MP, son of state RJD
chief Jagdanand Singh, while
revealing his 12-year relation-
ship with a woman on Face-
book, said that it was
completely a personal
matter. Later, Tej Pratap
claimed that his social media
platform was hacked, and my
photographs were edited
wrongfully, adding that there
was a "conspiracy to defame
and harass" him and his
family.

“Getting married is not a
crime. We follow the ideas of
Ram Manohar Lohia, who
had envisioned ‘Sapt Kranti’
(seven revolutions) clearly
states that all types of rela-
tionships between every man
and woman are considered
valid, unless rape or cheating
is involved in it. If Tej Pratap
has got married, which he
will announce himself, there
is no immorality in it,” he
claimed.

“Two to three marriages
were taking place in the

Hindu society even earlier.
We have heard that many
people have married three or
four times. This tradition
even exists now. Just look at
Chirag Paswan, he is also
born to a second mother.
Such situations have been
common in society,” he re-
marked.

RJD MP also requested
Lalu to accept Tej Pratap’s
decision as a father as marry-
ing for the second time did
not fall under the category of
crime in any way.

Reacting to the RJD
MP`s comments, JD (U) na-
tional spokesperson Rajeev
Ranjan Prasad said, "The
way Sudhakar Singh came
out in defence of Tej Pra-
tap, and made a comment
that polygamy is legal in
Hinduism, he has dis-
respected everyone, it is
like disrespecting the law.
When people are in public
life, people see them as a
role model. His statement
is condemnable.”

Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA

Rape of a nine-year old Dalit
girl in Bihar’s Muzaffarpur
and her death at Patna Medi-
cal College and Hospital, al-
legedly due to the hospital`s
negligence, has snowballed
into a major political contro-
versy.

Congress leaders and
workers took out a protest
march from state party head-
quarters at Sadaquat Ashram
with posters and banners, de-
manding justice for ‘Bihar’s

Dalit girl’ who was raped and
subsequently stabbed by ac-
cused, leading to her death
on Sunday morning. How-
ever, they were stopped by
police from marching to-
wards CM residence. A
minor scuffle ensued be-
tween police and protestors.
Some leaders were also de-
tained when they insisted on
marching ahead.

Taking to X, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi com-
mented, “The brutality
against a minor Dalit girl in
Muzaffarpur and subsequent
negligence in her treatment is
extremely shameful. If she
had received timely treat-

ment, her life could have
been saved. But the ‘double-
engine government was neg-
ligent not only in providing
security but in sav\ing her
life.” Demanding justice for
the victim, Rahul said, “We
will not sit quietly until the
victim’s family gets justice.
Strict action should be taken
against the culprit and negli-
gent officers.” Congress MP
called the death of rape vic-
tim as systematic apathy and
medical negligence.

The incident of rape took
place on May 26 as the accused

lured her by providing her
chocolates, took her to a
nearby maize field and sex-
ually assaulted her. He also at-
tempted to kill her on the spot
by stabbing with a knife
around her chest and neck 20
times, causing multiple in-
juries.

The rape victim was
rushed to Sri Krishna Medical
College and Hospital in Mu-
zaffarpur from where she
was referred to Patna Medi-
cal College and Hospital on
Saturday. In the PMCH prem-
ises, she had to wait for hours
in an ambulance before she
finally got a bed in the hospi-
tal.

Rape victim’s death
triggers political row

Clerics defend Qurbani tradition

Biswajeet Banerjee
ALIGARH

Tension is simmering in Ali-
garh’s Atroli town after a
mob linked to right-wing
Hindu groups brutally as-
saulted four Muslim meat
traders on May 24 over suspi-
cions of transporting beef.

Aqeel, one of the injured
traders said, “We are run-
ning our meat business
under constant fear. We have
no other source of income.
Even though all our docu-
ments are in order, we’re
being thrashed and ha-
rassed.”

Aqeel and three others
were allegedly attacked by a
mob affiliated with Hindutva
groups in the Harduaganj
area over suspicions of trans-
porting beef. Subsequent
forensic analysis by the Ma-
thura laboratory confirmed

that the meat in question was
buffalo meat, not beef. De-
spite this, the incident has
triggered widespread panic
among local meat traders.

On the morning of May 24,
traders Arbaaz, Kadim, and
Aqeel set out in a pickup ve-
hicle to deliver meat from
Aligarh to Atroli. As they
crossed the Harduaganj po-
lice station area, a group of
youths associated with Hin-
dutva organisations inter-
cepted their vehicle, alleging
it carried beef. The four men
were brutally thrashed by
the mob.

He added that a police ve-
hicle passed by during the as-
sault but did not stop. “I tried
to flag them down, but they
ignored us. The attackers
continued to beat us for over
20 minutes. Later, another
police vehicle arrived, and I
managed to escape into it.”

O my gosht! meat
traders scared

MHA arm launches
CCTV hackathon
Gaurav Vivek
Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

The Bureau of Police Re-
search and Development
under the Ministry of Home
Affairs has launched a na-
tionwide hackathon to en-
courage innovators, start-ups

and research institutions to
develop indigenous, secure,
scalable and cost-effective
CCTV solutions for meeting
the specific needs of the law
enforcement agencies and
combating crime.

Being conducted in associ-
ation with National Crime
Records Bureau and M/s
Cyber Peace, the “CCTV Sur-
veillance Security & Foren-
sics Hackathon 2.0” would
run from May 9 to June 28,
2025. It would seek to induce
collaboration among the stu-
dents, professionals and law
enforcement agencies to em-
power security and intelli-
gence personnel with
advanced cyber skills, equip-

ping them to face the com-
plex and evolving landscape
of digital threats with con-
fidence and expertise.

The program would look
at catering to the specific
needs of these agencies
through development of in-
digenous CCTV solutions;
creating locally manufac-

tured and secure surveil-
lance hardware; integration
of Artificial Intelligence and
Smart Analytics; and by en-
hancing threat detection, fa-
cial recognition, and
predictive policy models.

On the need for the hack-
athon, that also seeks to de-
sign affordable and scalable
surveillance systems for both
urban and rural settings, the
background note stated that
India relies heavily on im-
ported surveillance hard-
ware, which exposes it to
security risks like backdoors
and insecure firmware and
so “the goal is to create in-
digenous, secure-by-design
CCTV systems.”

Biswajeet Banerjee
LUCKNOW

As Eid al-Adha (Bakrid) ap-
proaches on June 7, Muslim
clerics across India have ral-
lied in support of the age-old
practice of qurbani (ritual ani-
mal sacrifice), rejecting recent
calls for a ban as politically
motivated and communally
divisive.

Religious leaders have
underlined that the festival is
deeply rooted in Islamic faith
and tradition, and should be
observed with both devotion
and sensitivity to India’s plu-
ralistic ethos.

Maulana Shahabuddin
Razvi Bareilvi, president of the
All India Muslim Jamaat,
strongly condemned calls by
certain political and religious
figures to prohibit the practice.
“Bakrid is not a new observ-
ance. Muslims have been per-
forming qurbani in
accordance with religious
teachings for over 1,400 years,”
he said.

Razvi pointed to recent re-
marks by political figures in-

cluding Hyderabad MLA T.
Raja, Mumbai MLA Nitesh
Rane, Ghaziabad MLA Nand
Kishor Gurjar, and religious
leader Swamy Rambhadra-
charya, all of whom have
urged restrictions on the prac-
tice of animal sacrifice. “These
demands reflect a divisive
mindset. Muslims will not
abandon a core aspect of their
faith,” Razvi asserted.

At the same time, he ap-
pealed to the community to
observe the ritual with respon-

sibility and religious decorum.
“Avoid sacrificing animals that
are not permitted. Refrain
from hurting the sentiments of
people from other commu-
nities. Perform qurbani in pri-
vate or designated areas—not
in public spaces—and ensure
animal remains are properly
buried,” he said.

In Lucknow, Imam of the
Eidgah, Maulana Khalid Ra-
shid Firangi Mahali, released a
12-point advisory urging the
Muslim community to carry

out the sacrifice in a manner
that upholds cleanliness, law-
fulness, and interfaith har-
mony.

The advisory called for the
use of authorized locations,
avoidance of blood discharge
into drains, and the respon-
sible disposal of animal waste.
“Do not conduct sacrifices in
narrow lanes or public view,”
the cleric warned. “And please
refrain from recording or
sharing videos of the ritual on
social media, as it can inflame
tensions.”

He further encouraged
sharing a portion of the sacri-
ficed meat with the poor and
underprivileged, and urged
prayers not only for family and
loved ones but also for the
safety of the armed forces
guarding the country.

Meanwhile, Swamy Ramb-
hadracharya, a Hindu religious
leader, stirred controversy
with a recent remark on Bak-
rid: “Slaughtering a goat is the
act of the wicked,” he said. “If
one truly wishes to offer a sac-
rifice, then sacrifice your own
head.”

KCR to expel daughter?

HYDERABAD

The Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) is on the brink of a
major internal restructuring,
with party president K Chan-
drashekar Rao reportedly
preparing to expel his
daughter Kalvakuntla Kavitha.

Kavitha, who heads Telan-
gana Jagruthi, has clashed
with the party’s leadership
due to her persistent criticism
of both the organisation and
its senior members. Party in-
siders reveal that KCR has
been meticulously document-
ing Kavitha’s actions, which he
deems detrimental to the
party – drawing comparisons
to Lord Krishna patiently
cataloguing 100 transgress-
ions before slaying Shishup-
ala.

Despite their familial ties,
sources suggest KCR believes
party discipline and integrity
supersede personal relation-
ships. With BRS Working

President KT Rama Rao cur-
rently abroad, the expulsion is
expected to be formally an-
nounced upon his return.

The conflict escalated after
Kavitha sent a letter to KCR,
sparking internal tensions.
Subsequent allegations that
she had explored merging the
BRS with the BJP further ex-
acerbated the divide.

Party insiders reveal that
KCR has been meticulously
documenting Kavitha’s ac-
tions, which he deems detri-
mental to the party – drawing
comparisons to Lord Krishna
patiently cataloguing 100
transgressions before slaying
Shishupala.

Despite their familial ties,
sources suggest KCR believes
party discipline and integrity
supersede personal relation-
ships. With BRS Working
President KT Rama Rao cur-
rently abroad, the expulsion is
expected to be formally an-
nounced upon his return.

It would seek to induce collaboration
among the students, professionals and law
enforcement agencies to empower
security and intelligence personnel with
advanced cyber skills

PTI
UDAIPUR

Inspired by Bollywood
thriller Drishyam, a Rajas-
than man allegedly killed an
elderly woman, burnt her
body and dumped the re-
mains in lake, hoping that he
would get away scot-free if
police did not find the body.

The accused, Ramesh
Lohar is a class 5 dropout
who loved watching thrillers
and true crime shows like
Crime Patrol. He told police
that he decided to kill the
woman, Chandi Bai (70), as he
wanted to steal her jewellery,
Udaipur Assistant Super-
intendent of Police (ASP)
Manish Kumar said.

Rajasthan man inspired by Drishyam
kills elderly woman; burns body
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