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Cops bust NEET racket
TESTING TIMES| Two, including MBBS doctor held, cash 50,000
seized from individuals standing near exam centre in Samastipur

Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA

Bihar police have made sig-
nificant headway in their ef-
forts to curb examination
fraud during the NEET-UG
2025, arresting two individ-
uals in Samastipur, including
an MBBS doctor. The arrests
underscore the continued
scrutiny of Bihar and Jhark-
hand, regions previously
flagged for irregularities such
as paper leaks during the
NEET-UG 2024.The appre-
hended individuals were dis-
covered near a Mohanpur
examination center. Auth-
orities confiscated three mo-
bile phones, a vehicle, and
`50,000 in cash. A key focus of
the ongoing investigation is to
establish any links between
the arrested parties and San-
jeev Mukhiya, the alleged or-
chestrator of the NEET-UG
2024 paper leak, who is cur-
rently incarcerated in Patna.
Mukhiya had a significant
bounty on his head prior to
his arrest.According to ASP
Sanjay Kumar Pandey, the ar-
rested duo confessed to their
involvement in impersonation

schemes. They admitted to re-
placing academically weaker
candidates with "scholars" or
impersonators during the
examination process, charg-
ing substantial sums ranging
from `2.5 lakh to ` lakh per
candidate for this illicit ser-
vice.One of those arrested
identified himself as Dr. Ran-
jeet Kumar, a serving govern-
ment doctor at Begusarai

divisional jail. His accomplice,
Rambabu Malik, is a resident
of Darbhanga district. Both
confessed to facilitating the
substitution of original candi-
dates with impersonators
across various examination
centers within Samastipur
and neighboring areas. ASP
Pandey noted that prelim-
inary investigations point to-
wards their connection to a

broader network of imper-
sonators. In a parallel devel-
opment, EOU DIG Manavjeet
Singh Dhillon reported the ar-
rest of S K Faiz in Araria. Faiz
was apprehended for alleg-
edly extorting money from
candidates by falsely promis-
ing access to NEET-UG ques-
tion papers.
Two shifts for NEET-
PG: SC seeks Centre's
response
New Delhi: The Supreme
Court is hearing a petition
from seven doctors challeng-
ing the two-shift schedule for
NEET-PG 2025. The plea,
seeking a single-shift exam on
June 15th, argues that two
shifts could compromise fair-
ness due to varying difficulty
levels and normalisation is-
sues, causing anxiety for can-
didates. Petitioners also want
more test centers.
Justices Gavai and Viswana-
than have asked the Centre,
NMC, and NBEMS for their
responses within a week. The
petitioners contend the two-
shift format violates constitu-
tional rights and cite
problems from NEET-PG
2024.

Pahalgam attack not possible without locals, 5-6 involved: Ex-sleeper cell member
Online Report
NEW DELHI

A former sleeper cell
member said the Pahalgam
attack couldn't have been
possible without the help of
local operatives and around
5-6 of them were in touch
with the Lashkar terrorists
who carried out the mass-
acre. He said the sleeper cell
members were likely con-
sulted a month ago and
everything was planned in
advance before the attack on
tourists in the Baisaran Val-
ley.

"If I were to carry out an
attack in Srinagar, I can't just

go in blindly. The Pahalgam
attack couldn't have hap-
pened without the help of
sleeper cell operatives. How
would I know how many sol-
diers are stationed there? Be-
fore an attack, I will need to
scout the area. It's the sleeper
cell that provides the in-
formation," he said.

The Kashmir resident, who
served over two years in jail
but has been reformed, said
the job of sleeper cells is to
provide intelligence on Army
movements and supply food
and other essentials to ter-
rorists.

On April 22, two Pakistan-
based terrorists and a local
opened fire on tourists in the

scenic Baisaran Valley, killing
26 people. The Resistance
Front (TRF), an offshoot of
the Pakistan-based Lashkar-
e-Taiba, claimed responsibil-
ity for the attack.

Sources at the National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) said 
the network of top Lashkar-
e-Taiba commander Farooq
Ahmad likely played a key
role in helping the terrorists.

"According to me, there
were around 5–6 sleeper cell
members working with the
terrorists there, and they
must have provided informa-
tion about the situation at the
location. They likely con-
sulted about this a month
ago, planned everything in
advance," he said.

He said he worked with
terrorists for about 2–4 years.

"I helped a lot - carrying
supplies, going out at night.
Through me, many attacks
were carried out," he said.

However, he was caught by
the security forces while at-
tempting to carry out a gre-
nade attack and spent

two-and-a-half years in jail.
"I was lucky to be released

because I was a minor. If I
hadn't been a minor, I don't
think I would be here," he
said.

The former sleeper cell op-
erative also revealed how he
was recruited by a terrorist.
"Back in 2015, a terrorist
messaged me on Facebook.
At the time, apps like Whats-
App and Facebook weren't
closely monitored. He told
me to download the BBM
app," he said.

BBM is a secure app
through which video and
voice calls can be made with-
out getting tracked.

The Kashmiri native said

his first task was to arrange
food for a terrorist deep in-
side a forest. "Then he asked
me to pick up something
from one location and drop it
at another. This kept happen-
ing. Eventually, he was killed.
But, before that, he had told
another person that I was
trustworthy... and the work
continued," he said.

He further revealed that
two of his friends were active 
terrorists while 13-14 of them
were killed in encounters.

Reflecting on his past, he
said he felt ashamed about
working with terrorists.
"110% it was wrong. Looking
back, I sometimes wonder
why I even survived," he said.

PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti interacts with tourists at
Pahalgam in Anantnag on Monday

The Kashmir resident, who served over two
years in jail but has been reformed, said the
job of sleeper cells is to provide
intelligence on Army movements and
supply food and other essentials to
terrorists

Maha DGP to
constitute SIT,
says SC
PTI
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday said Maharash-
tra's director general of
police (DGP) will consti-
tute an SIT to probe
allegations against f ive
policemen for the custo-
dial death of Badlapur
sexual assault case ac-
cused Akshay Shinde.

Shinde, accused of
sexually assault ing two

minor girls at a school
in Badlapur in Thane
district , was al legedly
shot in a police van on
September 23, 2024,
when he was being
taken to Kalyan from
the Taloja prison for
questioning in another
case.Pak soldier held in Raj

on charges of spying

Online Report
NEW DELHI

A Pakistani ranger was ap-
prehended by the Border Se-
curity Force (BSF) in
Rajasthan on Sunday while
reportedly attempting to infil-
trate the India-Pakistan
border, with initial reports
suggesting a possible infiltra-
tion attempt for spying or re-
connaissance.

The ranger, Muhammad
Hussain, a member of Pakis-
tan's paramilitary force, is re-
portedly from the
Bahawalpur sector and is cur-
rently in BSF custody under
the Rajasthan frontier. He is
being interrogated to ascer-
tain his motives, an official

said. In a similar development
on Saturday, amid heightened
tensions between India and
Pakistan following the
Poonch attacks, another Pak-
istan ranger was arrested
along the India-Pakistan
border in Rajasthan after at-
tempting to cross over.

The arrests of the Rangers
come just days after BSF
jawan Purnam Kumar Shaw
was detained by Pakistani
forces along the international
border in Punjab, after he ac-
cidentally crossed into Pakis-
tani territory.

Despite strong protests
from the Indian side, Pakistan
has refused to release Shaw,
who was apprehended a day
after the Pahalgam attack.

Security forces
nab 17 militants
in Manipur
IANS
IMPHAL

In a series of joint operations,
the Army, Assam Rifles and
other security forces have re-
covered 31 weapons, huge
quantities of ammunition and
explosives and arrested 17
militants from different dis-
tricts of Manipur, officials said
on Monday.

Defence spokesman Lt Col
Amit Shukla said the Army,
Assam Rifles, CRPF, BSF, ITBP
and Manipur Police in a joint
operation during the past few
days have recovered 31 Arms,
including sophisticated
weapons, 14 Improvised Ex-
plosive Devices (IEDs), several
grenades, ammunition and
war-like stores.

These arms and ammuni-
tion were recovered from four
Manipur districts -- Kakching,
Tengnoupal, Bishnupur and
Kangpokpi -- comprising the
valley region and mountain-
ous areas. The arms and am-
munition recovered included,
Self Loading Rifle (SLR), two
single-barrel guns, one bolt ac-
tion rifle, improvised
launchers (pompi), a pistol,
carbine and an INSAS rifle.

Six of Soren family named
in JMM Central committee
IANS
RANCHI

Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) president He-
mant Soren on Monday unveiled the party’s
newly constituted 63-member central committee,
comprising a mix of senior leaders, tribals, and
key functionaries. The committee includes six
members of the Soren family -- Shibu Soren, He-
mant Soren, Rupi Soren, Basant Soren, Kalpana
Soren, and Anjani Soren. Of the total members, 31
belong to the Scheduled Tribe (ST) community,
reflecting the party’s strong tribal base. The an-
nouncement follows the 13th central convention
of the JMM held in Ranchi on April 14-15, where
Shibu Soren was named founding patron and He-
mant Soren was elected president by voice vote in
the presence of around 4,000 delegates. The new
committee features eight Vice-Presidents -- Nalin
Soren, Prof Stephen Marandi, Roopi Soren, Savita
Mahato, Sarfaraz Ahmed, Mathura Prasad Ma-
hato, Vaidyanath Ram, and Ramdas Soren.

BADLAPUR 
 INCIDENT

SC seeks report on probe
into audio clips of former
Manipur Chief Minister
PTI
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day perused a forensic report
on authenticity of leaked audio
clips alleging role of former
Manipur chief minister N
Biren Singh in the ethnic viol-
ence and asked the state gov-
ernment to file a fresh report
pertaining to the probe.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Sanjiv Khanna and Jus-
tice Sanjay Kumar opened the
sealed cover report of the Cen-
tral Forensic Science Labora-
tory (CFSL) submitted by
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta and asked the law of-
ficer to seek instruction from
the state officers with regard to
investigation in the matter.

"The FSL report has been
filed. We need a month to
probe it," the law officer said,
adding the matter can be taken
up by the Manipur High Court
now as "peace is prevailing
now and the probe can go on".

"Let us keep the petitioners
aside and if something wrong
has been done then let us look
into it rather than protecting

anyone," the CJI said.
After perusing the report,

the CJI asked the law officer
that he will have to speak to the
officers about it.

"The solicitor general to take
fresh instructions on filing a
fresh report after re-examin-
ation. Let it be relisted in the
week commencing July 21,
2025," the bench ordered.

When lawyer Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for peti-
tioner Kuki Organisation for
Human Rights Trust (KOHUR),
said the probe pertains to the
former chief minister and it
should be fair, the CJI said,
"Now we have the President
Rule there. it should not be a
problem".

Earlier, the state govern-
ment had informed the bench
that a forensic report on the
authenticity of leaked audio
clips alleging the role of Singh
in the ethnic violence was
ready and will be filed.

Singh resigned as the chief
minister of Manipur on Feb-
ruary 9, amid rumblings
within the state BJP and grow-
ing demands for a change of
leadership.

beauty in darkness
Dark clouds hover above the Taj Mahal on Monday

Sanjauli mosque
construction
illegal: Anurag
PTI
SHIMLA

Union minister and BJP
leader Anurag Thakur on
Monday attacked the Waqf
Board over the Sanjauli
mosque in Shimla following
its demolition order by a
court.

Talking to the media per-
sons at the Kangra airport, he
said that the mosque was con-
structed illegally, and not only
the top stories but the whole
structure was unauthorised.
The Waqf Board could not
show the papers of land
ownership and permission to
construct the mosque, and
hence, the court ordered its
demolition on Saturday, he
added.

The sitting MP from the
Hamirpur Lok Sabha seat
said, "The Sanjauli mosque
is one of the thousands
examples where the Waqf
Board has taken illegal pos-
session of land without valid
documents. The court had
on October 5, 2024, ordered
the demolition of the top
three "unauthorised"
stories.

 and asked the Waqf Board
to produce the documents of
sanctioned plans of the re-
maining two stories.

SC panel submits
probe report to CJI
IANS
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court-ap-
pointed enquiry panel
formed to probe into cash
discovery allegations against
Justice Yashwant Verma has
submitted its report to the
Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Sanjiv Khanna.

Then Delhi HC judge, Jus-
tice Varma is embroiled in a

controversy surrounding the
alleged discovery of a huge
pile of burnt cash in the
storeroom attached to his
bungalow in Delhi after the
fire brigade had gone there
to douse a blaze on March
14.

"The three-member Com-
mittee consisting of Mr Jus-
tice Sheel Nagu, Chief
Justice of the High Court of

Punjab and Haryana, Mr
Justice G.S. Sandhawalia,
Chief Justice of the High
Court of Himachal Pradesh.
and Ms Justice Anu Sivara-
man, Judge of the High
Court of Karnataka, consti-
tuted for conducting an in-
quiry into the allegations
against Mr Justice Yashwant
Varma, a sitting Judge, has
submitted its report dated
03.05.2025 to the Chief Jus-
tice of India on 04.05.2025,"
said a press released issued
by the apex court on Mon-
day.

Justice Varma’s transfer
from Delhi High Court to Al-
lahabad HC, amid an in-
house probe, was cleared by
the Union government on
March 28.

The CJI Khanna-led Su-
preme Court Collegium had
earlier recommended that
the Centre repatriate Justice
Varma to the Allahabad
High Court.

VARMA CASH ROW

Gaurav Vivek
Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

UIDAI tested face authentica-
tion technology for NEET UG
2025 in a Delhi pilot project,
aiming to combat imperson-
ation. This follows the 2024
NEET UG, which faced paper
leak allegations and Supreme
Court intervention. The
Court had directed the NTA
to publish masked results
and ordered retests for some
candidates.The Centre as-
sured the implementation of

an expert committee's sug-
gestions, including online
question paper delivery and
OMR sheets. The face auth-
entication pilot, conducted
with NIC and NTA, evaluated
Aadhaar-based face verifi-
cation for candidate ident-
ity.The Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology reported that the
pilot successfully integrated
the technology with NIC's in-
frastructure and NTA's pro-
tocols, demonstrating high
accuracy and efficiency in
verifying candidates.

Face authentication technology
tested to prevent impersonation

Aritra Singha
KOLKATA

West Bengal CM Mamata Ba-
nerjee after visiting the viol-
ence-hit Murshidabad on
Monday slammed the Centre
for allegedly spreading viol-

ence and for its alleged failure
to protect the country’s
borders. Banerjee also ap-
pealed to the Centre to bring
back the arrested BSF jawan
from Pakistan.

“Our party MP Kalyan Ba-
nerjee is in touch with the

family of the jawan who
resides in Hooghly. We want
him back at the earliest,” said
Mamata.

Speaking from Ground
Zero, the CM said those who
trigger violence are “enemies”
of Bengal.

In Murshidabad, Mamata slams Centre
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