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Delhi HC warns
Saket Gokhale
of civil
imprisonment
IANS
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday asked Trinamool
Congress Rajya Sabha
member Saket Gokhale as to
why he should not be sent to
civil prison over his failure to
pay Rs 50 lakh as damages in
a defamation case to former
diplomat Lakshmi Puri, wife
of Union Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri.

A single-judge Bench of
Justice Manmeet Pritam
Singh Arora was hearing a
plea filed by former diplomat
Lakshmi Puri seeking execu-
tion of the judgment passed in
July last year.

The Delhi High Court had
ordered the Trinamool leader
to pay Rs 50 lakh damages in
a defamation case filed by
former diplomat Lakshmi
Puri. It had also directed Gok-
hale to publish an apology in a
newspaper and on his social
media platform X within four
weeks for publishing wrong
and unverified allegations.
Further, the Delhi HC had di-
rected that the apology tweet
published on Gokhale’s X ac-
count should be retained for
six months.

Kerala mulls legal
action against
capsized ship
IANS
KOCHI

Five days after the Liber-
ian-flagged vessel MSC
ELSA 3, which sank in the
Arabian Sea, close to the
Kerala coast near Kochi,
the state government has
sought expert opinion to
take legal action against the
ship.

On Saturday, the ship, en
route from Vizhinjam to
Kochi port, capsized ap-
proximately 14.6 nautical
miles (about 27 km) off the
Thottappally coast.

Around 100 containers
had fallen into the sea, and
a day later, with the ship
sinking to the bottom of the
sea, the remaining near
about 500 containers also
sank with it.

State Fisheries Minister
Saji Cherian told IANS that
the accident has caused
undue worries to the fishing
community as fishers have
been asked not to fish in the
area.

Sena (UBT) leader warns
to blacken Rahul’s face
over Savarkar remark

Army chief witnesses demos of
indigenous drone warfare systems
IANS
BABINA

Chief of Army Staff (COAS)
General Upendra Dwivedi
witnessed high-tech demon-
strations of indigenous Un-
manned Aerial Systems (UAS),
Counter-UAS technology, and
Loitering Munitions at the
Babina Field Firing Ranges in
Uttar Pradesh, the Indian
Army said on Wednesday.

In a post on X, the Army
stated, "General Upendra
Dwivedi, COAS, witnessed
cutting-edge demonstrations
of indigenous UAS, Counter-
UAS and Loitering Munitions
on 27 May 2025 at Babina Field

Firing Ranges."
"These capabilities will sig-

nificantly enhance oper-
ational efficiency, force

protection and precision en-
gagement across varied ter-
rains," the statement further
read.

Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi during a visit to
the Babina Field Firing Range in Uttar Pradesh

PTI
NASHIK

A local office-bearer of the
Shiv Sena (UBT) on Wednes-
day said he would blacken
Rahul Gandhi's face for his
`derogatory' comments about
freedom fighter Vinayak Da-
modar Savarkar, drawing a
strong reaction from Congress
leaders in Maharashtra.

The remark by Bala Darade,
a deputy city unit chief of the
Uddhav Thackeray-led party
in Nashik, could put the op-
position alliance Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) under strain.

"We are proud that we live
in the birthplace of Swatan-
trya-veer Savarkar. Rahul Gan-
dhi's statement about
Savarkar, calling him 'Mafi-
veer', was insulting. We con-
demn it strongly. We will
blacken Rahul Gandhi's face if
he comes to Nashik. If we can
not do that, we will pelt stones
at his convoy," Darade told a
Marathi news channel on the

occasion of the birth anniver-
sary of the Hindutva ideo-
logue.

The Sena (UBT) is an ally of
the Congress in the MVA, and
the two parties are also part of
the INDIA grouping of the Op-
position.

Nashik-resident Devendra
Bhutada has filed a defamation
case against Gandhi, claiming
that some remarks made by
the Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha against Savar-
kar hurt his feelings.

CHARGESHEETED | One Aadhaar card used to distribute food
grains to 100 people; CID disposes of 110 of 134 pending cases

UP ration scam uncovered
Biswajeet Banerjee
LUCKNOW

A startling revelation in the
high-profile foodgrain scam in
Uttar Pradesh has emerged
from the ongoing Criminal In-
vestigation Department (CID)
probe, exposing that in Bareilly,
Agra and Meerut divisions, a
single Aadhaar card was
fraudulently used to distribute
rations to up to 100 ineligible in-
dividuals. Shockingly, even mi-
nors were used as pawns in the
scam.

The CID, which took over the
probe in February 2024, has so
far disposed of 110 of the 134
pending cases spanning five
years. The cases were earlier
languishing with the Economic
Offences Wing (EOW) without

significant progress. The CID
has recommended action
against officials, including addi-
tional district magistrates
(ADMs) and district supply of-
ficers, holding them account-
able for the irregularities. In
cases, the CID has suggested
FIRs against erring DSOs.

The probe has revealed dis-
trict-level food department of-
ficials colluded with ration
dealers (kotedars) to manipu-
late Aadhaar authentication.
Instead of uploading the genu-
ine beneficiaries’ Aadhaar
numbers, they edited and up-
loaded data of other individuals
and distributed rations meant
for BPL families to fake ident-
ities. However, while reporting
to the state government, offi-
cials submitted the correct

Aadhaar details of genuine
beneficiaries, thereby avoiding
detection at the state level.
Thus, legitimate beneficiaries
were deprived of their rightful
share of subsidised foodgrain.

Notably, the CID has recom-
mended departmental action
against former Meerut DSO
Vikas Gautam based on find-
ings in one of the scam-related
cases. A chargesheet has al-
ready been filed in court
against him. Legal proceedings
are on against district supply
inspectors, ration dealers,
salesmen and computer oper-
ators. Many ADMs and DSOs
accused of negligence are
under investigation.

In response to the scam,
Principal Secretary and Food
Commissioner Ranvir Prasad

announced the implementa-
tion of L-1 biometric devices at
ration shops. The devices will
only authenticate a thumb im-
pression if there is live blood
flow, making it impossible to
use fake or cloned fingerprints.
“All e-PoS machines across ra-
tion shops will be equipped
with L-1 based devices by June
30 to curb such frauds,” he said.

CID Director General Di-
pesh Juneja said, “Providing
free ration to the poor remains
a top priority. We are conduct-
ing a special drive to probe
pending cases related to the
foodgrain scam. Legal action is
being taken against officials
and ration dealers found in-
volved, to ensure genuine
beneficiaries get their rightful
entitlements.”

3-mtr wide crater at
Pak’s Murid air base
IANS
NEW DELHI

Pakistan’s Murid air base suf-
fered extensive damages, in
May 10 strikes by the Indian
Air Force (IAF), destroying
not just its buildings and con-
crete structures but also dam-
aged the underground facility
at the vital air station, fresh
satellite images revealed on
Wednesday.

The high-resolution satel-
lite images shared by the Intel
Lab on X, shows a three-
metre wide crater, just 30
metres from one of the two
entrances at the strategic air
base. The damages to build-
ings and rooftops of struc-
tures at the Murid air base, a
hub of Pakistani drone and
missiles, have already been
documented in the satellite
imageries, earlier.

The fresh satellite images
have been shared on X by the
defense analyst Damien
Symon. He has been instru-
mental in digging out details

of destruction at Pakistan’s
crucial airbases – from struc-
tural to underground com-
plex damages.

"This complex is heavily
protected with double fenc-
ing, has its own watchtowers
and access control, thus mak-
ing it a high-value target. This
site might have been made to
withstand any bombardment
and might have served as
storage for special equip-
ments or as shelter for per-

sonnel,” said Damien Symon,
geo-intelligence researcher at
the Intel Lab.

The Murid air base is a for-
ward operating base of Pakis-
tan, located just 150
kilometres from the Line of
Control. It is situated in Pakis-
tan's Chakwal, supporting the
Sargodha air base and the
Nur Khan air base in Rawal-
pindi, both serving as for-
ward locations for Pakistan’s
air force.

Fresh satellite images have been shared on X by the
defence analyst Damien Symon
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