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Imphal (UNI)
BJP MLAs are huddled in closed- door meetings amid
speculation over the reinstatement of a popular govern-
ment in Manipur.

President’s rule was imposed in Manipur on February
13, four days after Chief Minister N. Biren Singh resigned.

Ethnic clashes erupted in the state on May 3, 2023, caus-
ing the loss of lives of hundreds of people.

The BJP with 32 MLAs formed the government in the
state for the first time with a majority in 2022.

On Wednesday 10 MLAs, including eight from the BJP,
one from the NPP, and one Independent MLA, met Gov-
ernor AK Bhalla at Raj Bhavan and demanded the forma-
tion of a "popular" government in the state.

Their meeting followed a civil disobedience drive in
the valley led by various outfits that alleged that Central
forces had insulted the state's identity by masking the
words "Manipur State Transport" on a state-run bus on
May 20. 

Governor AK Bhalla is holding talks with a series of BJP
MLAs, including former Chief Minister N Biren Singh, Th

Manipur BJP awaits Central signal to form government
Radheshyam, former Education Min-
ister. Th Radheshyam, a decorated IPS
officer, had led a team of 10 MLAs
with a claim that 44 MLAs were ready
to support any leader. Radheshyam
said the leader will be chosen by the
central leaders.

Meanwhile, Manipur Speaker Th
Satyabrata is in New Delhi to discuss
the ministry formation. Legislators
are tightlipped about the develop-
ment. However, they indicated that
the central BJP leaders might take a
decision soon.

Sources said the MLAs are anxious
as the next Assembly elections are due
early 2027 and if popular government
is not installed, the BJP may not be
able to command confidence and
support of the people in the next elec-
tions.

5 killed, 29
injured in blast
Muktsar (Punjab) (UNI)

Five migrant workers
were killed and 29 others
injured in an explosion at a
firecracker manufacturing
unit at Singhewala village
in Muktsar district on early
on Friday. Many migrant
workers engaged in the
production and packaging
of firecrackers worked in
this factory located near
the Haryana border.

SSP Akhil Chaudhary
said that preliminary infor-
mation has revealed that
the explosion took place in
the firecracker manufac-
turing area. The reasons
are yet to be ascertained.
He said that the explosion
caused the building to col-
lapse, causing casualties.

Lambai DSP Jaspal
Singh said that five bodies
have been recovered from
the debris. The injured
have been admitted to All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), Bathinda
and Muktsar hospitals for
treatment. There were
about 40 employees in the
factory.

Rescue teams of fire de-
partment and police
reached the spot. Some
employees are still feared
trapped under the debris.
Rescue operations are un-
derway.

Congress leaders
meet with Assam
unit officials in
New Delhi
New Delhi: Senior officials
of the Assam Pradesh Con-
gress Committee, includ-
ing newly appointed presi-
dent Gaurav Gogoi, met
top party leaders at the
Congress headquarters, In-
dira Bhavan here on Friday
and discussed the current
political situation in the
state.

"Today, under the lead-
ership of President
Mallikarjun Kharge, I had a
meeting with the newly
formed Assam Pradesh
Congress members at the
Congress headquarters, In-
dira Bhavan," said Leader
of Opposition in Lok Sab-
ha, Rahul Gandhi, in a post
on X. The meeting is be-
lieved to have deliberated
on the Assembly elections
in Assam next year and the
current political landscape
in the state.
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