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Modi govt suffering from
‘Parliamentophobia’,
says TMC’s O'Brien

Ex-MLA Malakar
joins TMC
PTI
KOLKATA

Former Congress MLA
Shankar Malakar joined the
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
on Wednesday, dealing a
blow to the grand old party
in the northern part of West
Bengal ahead of the 2026 As-
sembly elections. Malakar,
an influential figure among
the Scheduled Caste com-
munity in north Bengal, for-
mally joined the ruling party
in the presence of senior
TMC leaders Subrata Bakshi
and Aroop Biswas.
"I have decided to join the
TMC as this is the only party
which is fighting against the
BJP and its communal
politics in Bengal," Malakar,
who was the legislator of
Matigara-Naxalbari between
2011 and 2016, told reporters
at the event.

His move is seen as a stra-
tegic win for the TMC, which
has historically struggled to
gain ground in north Bengal-
a region that saw a saffron
surge in the 2021 Assembly
elections.

Oz Defence Minister meets PM Modi, backs
India's fight against cross-border terrorism
IANS
NEW DELHI

Visiting Australian Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister
for Defence Richard Marles
called on Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi in New Delhi on
Wednesday, reiterating Aus-
tralia's support in India's fight
against cross border terror-
ism.

Prime Minister Modi con-
gratulated Marles on the his-
toric victory of the Australian
Labor Party in the recent Fed-
eral elections and also ex-

tended an invitation to Austra-
lian PM Anthony Albanese for
the Annual Summit, to be held
in India later this year.

"Glad to meet Deputy
Prime Minister of Australia Ri-
chard Marles. Had a produc-
tive discussion on deepening
the India-Australia Compre-
hensive Strategic Partnership,
which marks its fifth anniver-
sary today. Our shared vision
for a stable, secure, and pros-
perous Indo-Pacific continues
to guide our collaboration,"
PM Modi posted on X after the
meeting.

PM Narendra Modi meets Defence Minister and Deputy
PM of Australia Richard Marles, in New Delhi

OP SINDOOR | As Congress asks if PM bowed before Trump’s threats on
ceasefire, BJP alleges that use of word “surrender” paints India in poor light

‘Narender-surrender’ remark

insult to Armed Forces: BJP
Gaurav Vivek
Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi’s comments on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi de-
scribing him as “surrender”
Modi on Wednesday led to
further trading of charges on
the issue between the Con-
gress and the BJP.

Speaking during a Con-
gress workers convention in
Bhopal on June 3, Gandhi
had charged that Modi sur-
rendered to the demands of
US President Donald Trump
to call truce with Pakistan
during Operation Sindoor.

“A call came from Trump
and Narendra ji immediately
surrendered - history is wit-
ness to this, this is the char-
acter of BJP-RSS, they always
bow down. India broke Pak-
istan in 1971 despite the
threat of America. The lions
and lionesses of Congress
fight against superpowers
and never bow down,” Gan-

dhi had said. He also posted
in his “X” about how Modi
was actually “Surender Modi”
– either he got the spelling
wrong or just played it safe.

On Wednesday, Congress’s
media and publicity in-
charge Pawan Khera fol-
lowed up on the attack and

claimed that “the truth of
this person is - Naam Na-
render, kaam surrender
(name is Narender, work is
surrender).”

The BJP held a press con-
ference in its headquarters
where national spokesper-
son Sudhanshu Trivedi

charged that Gandhi and
Congress’s statements were
an insult to the Indian
Armed Forces and their val-
our since they portray that
they surrendered when ac-
tually what happened was
just the opposite. Trivedi
asked the Congress to state

if “Rahul Gandhi has in-
sulted the Army by using the
word surrender or not?” He
said such a word had not
been used even by Pakistan's
Army, terrorist organisa-
tions, or UN-designated ter-
rorists Masood Azhar or
Hafiz Saeed.

The BJP has gone on the offensive against Congress leader Rahul Gandhi over his
"surrender" jibe at Prime Minister Narendra Modi. BJP MP Nishikant Dubey revived
a decades-old letter written by former Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru to mount a

counter attack on Rahul Gandhi and the Congress party. Targeting Rahul Gandhi, Dubey
posted on social media: "Do you know what surrender looks like, Rahul Baba? This is sur-
render. This is a letter from January 1963, written by your revered grandfather -- Jawa-

harlal Nehru -- after India's defeat in the 1962 war with China." Dubey shared excerpts from a letter Nehru wrote to
the Chinese Premier, which he claimed illustrated a submissive tone.

BJP MP DIGS
OUT NEHRU'S
1963 LETTER

Nehru's surrender in front of Indira
Gandhi, Indira's surrender in front
of the public regarding the Emerg-

ency. Rajiv Gandhi's surrender in front of
Bofors, Manmohan Singh's surrender in front of
Sonia Gandhi. The entire UPA government surren-
dered when Rahul Gandhi tore the ordinance.
Those whose entire history is of surrender should-
n't point fingers at others.

Jitan Ram Manjhi, Union MSME Minister and HAM(S) leader 

GOVT RUNNING AWAY FROM
SPECIAL SESSION: CONG
Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

With the announcement of
an early Monsoon Session
of Parliament, the Con-
gress charged that the
dates have been an-
nounced 47 days before
the commencement of the
session as the Centre
wants to avoid convening a
special session which the

Opposition had been de-
manding to discussion the
Pahalgam terror attack,
Operation Sindoor and the
circumstances in which
the ceasefire took place.

Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh said,
“Normally the dates for a
Parliament session are an-
nounced a few days in ad-
vance. Never have the dates
been declared 47 days be-

fore a session is due. This
has been done solely to run
away from the demand
being made repeatedly by
the Indian National Con-
gress and the INDIA
parties for an immediate
special session to discuss
the brutal Pahalgam at-
tacks and the failure to
bring the terrorists who
did the killings themselves
to justice.”

PTI 
NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday dismissed a plea by 
the Delhi Waqf Board which 
claimed that a property in 
Shahdara area in the capital 
was a "waqf property" and 
said a Gurudwara was 
functioning there since 
long. 

"There is a Gu-
rudwara, let it be.
Even if there is any
claim, you
should relin-
quish that claim
saying a Gurud-

wara is already there," a
bench of Justices Sanjay
Karol and Satish Chandra
Sharma told the counsel ap-
pearing for the Delhi Waqf
Board.

The apex court was hear-
ing the board's plea 

challenging a Sep-
tember 2010 order 

of the Delhi High 
Court, which 

dismissed its 
suit for pos-

session of the 
property. 

The suit 
alleged that 
the property 

in question was a waqf prop-
erty, being used as a waqf 
since time immemorial. 

The apex court, however, 
said, "There is a Gurudwara 
functioning out there." The 
waqf board counsel referred 
to the findings of the trial 
judge in the matter and said a 
mosque existed there. 

He said one of the witness 
of the defendant himself ad-
mitted that there was a 
mosque and "some kind of a 
Gurudwara" was made there 
but it was not registered. 

"Not some kind of a Gurud-
wara, it is a fully functional 
Gurudwara," the bench said. 

SC junks Delhi Waqf Board's
plea claiming rights on property

PTI
NEW DELHI

Trinamool Congress MP
Derek O'Brien on Wednes-
day accused the government
of "running away" from hold-
ing a special session of Parlia-
ment on Operation Sindoor
that opposition parties have
been demanding.

His remarks came as the
government announced that
the Monsoon Session of Par-
liament would be held from
July 21 to August 12.

"All important matters"
can be discussed in the
session, Union minister
Kiren Rijiju said, adding that 
every session was a "special
session".

Speaking to reporters
later, he said the govern-
ment's announcement came
a day after opposition parties
wrote a joint letter demand-
ing a special session of Parlia-
ment.

"TMC has studied the past

announcements, and usually,
the session is announced
around 20 days ahead of the
date of commencement. This
time, they announced it 45
days ahead. So scared!"
O'Brien said, referring to the
Monsoon Session announce-
ment.

"If they can announce the
Monsoon Session, why not a
special session in June," he
questioned.

Parliamentophobia
(noun) - My word for
the acute condition
of a (Modi) govern-
ment who have a
morbid fear of
facing Parliament.
Running away from
a special session
Derek O'Brien 
Trinamool Congress MP 

IIT�DELHI
STUDENT
FOUND DEAD IN
HOSTEL ROOM
PTI
NEW DELHI

A second-year student at the
Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy-Delhi was found dead
under mysterious circum-
stances inside his hostel
room on the campus on
Wednesday, police said.

The body of the second-
year undergraduate student
pursuing biomechanical en-
gineering had no visible in-
jury marks, though vomit
was found on the floor near
the bed, suggesting possible
medical complications, a
senior police officer said.

"The incident came to
light after a PCR call was re-
ceived at the Kishangarh po-
lice station, claiming a
student from Chandigarh
was not responding to re-
peated knocks on the door
of his hostel room that was
locked from inside," the of-
ficer said.

A police team rushed to
the spot, which, with the
help of fire officials, broke
open the door.

"The student was found
lying unconscious on the
bed. He was declared dead
on the spot by doctors pres-
ent on the campus," the of-
ficer said.

A preliminary inquiry re-
vealed that the student was
last seen two days ago hav-
ing dinner. As his prolonged
absence raised concern
among the fellow students,
they informed the campus
security staff, who alerted
the police.

"There were no visible in-
jury marks on the body,
though vomit was found on
the floor near the bed, sug-
gesting possible medical
complications," the officer
said.

A forensic team has been
called to the scene to collect
evidence and conduct a de-
tailed examination of the
room, the officer said, ad-
ding that the body has been
shifted to the Safdarjung
Hospital where an autopsy
will be conducted to ascer-
tain the exact cause of death.

PTI
LUCKNOW

Freedom of speech is subject
to reasonable restrictions and
it does not include the free-
dom to make defamatory
statements against any person
or the Indian Army, the Alla-
habad High Court has said, re-
jecting Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi's plea to quash sum-
mons against him for alleged
derogatory remarks during
his Bharat Jodo Yatra in 2022.

Justice Subhash Vidyathi of
the Lucknow bench, in his
May 29 verdict, observed that
there was a prima facie case
against Gandhi for making de-
famatory statements against
the Indian Army and upheld
the lower court order issued
in February summoning the
Leader of Opposition in Lok
Sabha to face trial.

"No doubt, Article 19(1)(a) of
the Constitution of India guar-
antees freedom of speech and
expression, this freedom is
subject to reasonable restric-
tions and it does not include
the freedom to make state-
ments which are defamatory
to any person or defamatory
to the Indian Army," the judge

said in the detailed order re-
leased later.

The case stems from a com-
plaint filed by Udai Shanker
Srivastava, a retired Director
from the Border Roads Organ-
isation (a position equivalent
to a Colonel in the Indian
Army).

Srivastava alleged that on
December 16, 2022, during his
'Bharat Jodo Yatra' in Luck-
now, Gandhi made disparag-
ing comments about a face-off
between the Indian and Chi-
nese armies in Arunachal Pra-
desh on December 9, 2022.

Srivastava contended that
Gandhi's statement was
"false and baseless" and
made with "evil intention of
demoralising the Indian
Army and to damage the
faith of the Indian popu-
lation in the Indian Army."
He highlighted that the offi-
cial statement from the In-
dian Army on December 12,
2022, confirmed that "PLA
troops contacted the LAC in
Tawang Sector which was
contested by our troops in a
firm and resolute manner.
This faceoff led to minor in-
juries to a few personnel
from both sides."

Police book
complainant in
Sharmistha
Panoli case
PTI
KOLKATA

Kolkata Police has registered 
an FIR against Wajahat Khan 
Qadri, the man whose com-
plaint led to the arrest of so-
cial media influencer 
Sharmistha Panoli, for hurt-
ing religious sentiments, and 
he is now absconding, senior 
officers said here on Wed-
nesday. 

An FIR has been regis-
tered based on a police com-
plaint which accused him of 
uploading "malicious and in-
flammatory" content on so-
cial media, aimed at hurting 
the sentiments of a religious 
community.

"He (Wajahat Khan Qadri)
is presently absconding. We
have started an investigation
into the case," a senior Kolkata
Police officer told PTI.

A trust, Shri Ram Swabhi-
man Parishad, has lodged a
complaint against Wajahat
Khan Qadri at Kolkata's
Garden Reach police station.
It is the same police station
where he filed the complaint
against Sharmishta Panoli.

5 die at Odisha
govt hospital
due to medical
negligence
IANS
BHUBANESWAR

At least five patients died in
the government-run Saheed
Laxman Nayak Medical Col-
lege and Hospital (SLNMCH)
in Odisha's Koraput after
being administered "wrong
injection".

A probe has been ordered
into the incident.

According to the informa-
tion, patients from various
areas, including Koraput,
Borigumma, Kalahandi,
Semiliguda and Machhara,
were undergoing treatment
in the ICU and general sur-
gery wards of the medical
college.

Suddenly, after 11 p.m. on
Tuesday, five of the critically ill
patients died one after
another.

The aggrieved relatives of
patients created a ruckus in
the hospital, alleging that their
patients died after being ad-
ministered the wrong injec-
tions.

They claimed that the con-
dition of their patients was
good after the operation.

Freedom of speech
has limits: HC to RaGa
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