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NEW FIND | process for rehabilitation will begin soon

Vast coal reserves found in Singrauli
area, 50K residents to lose houses
NCL to spend
Rs 24K crore to
rehabilitate
residents
Amit Singh Parihar
SINGRAULI

Nearly 50,000 residents of
the Morwa area in Singrauli
are set to lose their homes
for vast reserves of coal in
the place. Over 22,000 houses
will be demolished to dig out
coal from the reserves, offi-
cial sources said.

The government has to

spend over 24,000 crore for
the rehabilitation of the resi-
dents. According to reports,
2,724 million tonnes of coal
lie under Morwa. The central
government has allowed
Northern Coalfields Limited
(NCL) to go for mining.

NCL is ready to acquire
927 hectares. The displace-
ment of residents is going to
take place because of the ex-
tension of Jayant coal mines.

The mining work is going
to take place within the resi-
dential area. The residents of
wards 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10
of the Morwa area will be

displaced. NCL, a sister con-
cern of Coal India, is working
out a formula for compensa-
tion.

Singrauli coal fields are
spread over 2202 square
kms. According to official
sources, the process for reha-
bilitation will begin soon.
NCL will impose extra taxes
on coal to meet the expenses
on rehabilitation of residents.

According to reports, it is
going to be the biggest dis-
placement in the state. Ac-
cording to a public relations
officer of NCL Ramvijay
Singh, if it is not taken over

now, the Jayant Mines will be
closed in two and three
years. There is limited coal in
the mine, and if the mine is
closed, NTPC will face clo-
sure, he said.

According to Singh, 98% of
coal for NTPC comes from
Jayant mine. But those who
earn livelihoods through
small businesses are worried
about their future.

A shop owner, Rajesh
Agrahari, said he did not
know whether the govern-
ment would give him com-
pensation. Small
businessmen held demon-

strations outside the NCL
headquarters. But the man-
agement did not give them
any assurance about whether
they would get any compen-
sation.

Collector Chandrashekhar
Shukla said NCL would carry
out displacement in the
Morwa area. The survey is al-
most over, and the NCL will
give compensation on the
collector’s directive, he said.

The compensation will be
the maximum in the next
three years, he said. The rest
of the information is avail-
able with NCL, Shukla said.
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The MP Congress Seva Dal
burnt the effigy of minister
Vijay Shah for his comments on
Colonel Sofia Qureshi across
the state on Friday.

As part of the event,
members of the Young Brigade
burnt the minister’s effigy at
Jaistambh Chowk in Itarsi.

City unit president of the
brigade Prashant Shrivas led
the protest. State president of
the Seva Dal Gajanand Tiwar

was also present on the occa-
sion.

A large number of Congress
workers including Seva Dal dis-
trict president Neha Chawre
participated in the event.

The Congress workers de-
manded a legal action against
Shah and raised slogans against
the government. They said as
Shah offended the Indian Army
and women, he should be pun-
ished. They said Shah’s apology
would not be sufficient because
his statement was an insult to
the country.

Congress burns Shah’s
effigy, demands action

Thieves strike at
police quarters
escape with bikes
FP News Service
HARDA

A band of thieves struck at six
quarters in Betwa and Shipra
blocks of the new police line
in the city early hours of Sat-
urday.

They made off with gold
medal from the house of one
of the policemen, who was on
leave. The thieves did not find
any precious items in other
houses. They also stole two
motorcycles kept outside the
houses.

The thieves could not open
the door of one of the quarters
because of the central locking
system.

Superintendent Police, Ab-
hinav Choksey, has directed
the officials to install CCTV
cameras in the colony. The
thieves struck at the quarters
in police line last year.
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Preparations are underway to
convert the Bhopal-Dewas
section of the Bhopal-Indore
highway from four lanes to six,
with focus on reducing traffic
congestion and accidents hap-
pening at various points in-
cluding near Ashta.

Madhya Pradesh Road De-
velopment Corporation
(MPRDC) has begun surveys,
with plans for three flyovers
and 20 bridges, including key
locations near Ashta. The pro-
ject is estimated to cost Rs
4,000 crore.

Built in 2010 on a BOT

model, the 149-km stretch is
currently under toll manage-
ment by a private firm until
2033, with an extension of 257
days due to COVID-19.

However, increased vehicle

pressure over 30,000 vehicles
daily and the absence of over-
passes have led to frequent ac-
cidents, particularly near
village junctions and unauth-
orized cut points in Ashta.

Experts have pointed out at
the lack of dedicated bike
lanes and proper infrastruc-
ture as key contributors to ac-
cidents. With the expansion
and flyover construction, traf-
fic flow is expected to improve
significantly.

Environmentalists and local
leaders have highlighted the
urgent need for the expansion.
MPRDC MD Bharat Yadav
confirmed ongoing prepara-
tions. Meanwhile, MLA Gopal
Singh emphasised that the
Ashta region will benefit the
most. Overbridges are also
proposed at high-risk spots
like Chowpatty, Kothari, and
Amlah.

Flyovers and six-lane expansion planned for
Bhopal-Indore Highway to ease traffic
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The police registered a case
against a bridegroom and his
family for cancelling a wedding
ceremony.

The bridegroom’s family
cancelled because the girl’s par-
ents failed to give an SUV as
dowry.

The family members of the
girl tried to pacify the bride-
groom’s family, but it came to
naught. According to reports, a
resident of Nuna, Ragni Patel,
works as Sahayak Vikas Vistar
Officer in the Janpad Pan-
chayat.

Her marriage was fixed with
Krishnakant Patel, who is
working as an assistant auditor
in the Janpad Panchayat.

When the talks about the
wedding were underway, there
was no demand for an SUV.

Everything was ready. Pre-
wedding rituals were also per-
formed on April 10 last year.

The wedding ceremony was
to take place on May 11. But just
before the marriage, the bride-
groom’s family demanded a
Scorpio car.

Ragni’s father said he was not
in a position to meet the de-
mand. The tent was decorated
for the wedding, but the bride-
groom’s party did not arrive.

The parents of Ragni, with
some of their relatives, reached
the Garhimalhara police station
and demanded action against
the bridegroom’s family.

The police initially did not
register a case. A meeting was
held with both the families, but
the issue was not resolved.

The police station in charge,
Reeta Singh, registered a case
against the bridegroom and his
family.

Bridegroom’s family
faces police case for
cancelling wedding

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

A body of a man was found
floating in Upper Lake on Fri-
day night. According to re-
ports, divers found a body in
the Upper Lake near Raja
Bhoj statue and called police.

The body was later identified
as that of bank employee Vi-
shal Kushwaha (26) of Panch-
sheel Nagar. His kin informed
police that Vishal left home on
Thursday night. He last spoke
to his wife and informed that
he was on VIP Road and then
his phone was switched off.

Vishal’s kin lodged a miss-
ing complaint at TT Nagar po-
lice station. Police said that
Vishal’s kin admitted that he
would often threaten family
that he would commit suicide.
It is suspected that Vishal
jumped into the lake to end
his life.

Bank employee found
dead in Upper Lake

Upset over
exam failure,
girl kills self
Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

Upset after failing to clear
Class 12 examinations con-
ducted Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education, an
18-year-old girl committed
suicide by hanging herself in
her room. The incident took
place under Aishbagh police
station limits on Friday night.

According to reports,
Housing Board Colony resi-
dent Shivani had appeared in
Class 12 CBSE examination.
However, she failed in the
examination in the results de-
clared recently. She was suf-
fering from depression since
then. On Friday night, Shivani
hanged herself in her room.
The family members rushed
her to the hospital where she
was declared brought dead.

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

A youth raped a 19\-year-old
teenager on pretext of mar-
riage and attempted to force
her to change her religion.
On the complaint of the girl,
an FIR has been registered
against the accused and his
mother at Chhola Mandir
police station.

According to reports, the
victim, a resident of Chhola
Mandir area and belonging
to the minority community
first met the accused ident-
ified as Badal Soni aka Chris
in October 2024.

They exchanged their
mobile numbers and had an
affair after some meetings.
The victim claimed that
Badal took her to his home
in Kalyan Nagar and raped

her on promise of marrying
her soon. Badal then sex-
ually exploited the victim
multiple times at a room in
Itkhedi area.

However, he lingered on
to his promise of marriage.
Recently, the victim began
pressuring Badal for mar-
riage but he and his mother
Bharti asked her to change
her religion before mar-
riage could take place.

They also issued threats
to her when she refused. In-
charge at Chhola Mandir
police station Suresh
Nagar said a case has been
registered under rape, Free-
dom of Religion Act and
other relevant sections of
BNS. Efforts were
underway to trace and ar-
rest the accused, he
added.

Girl raped on marriage
pretext, accused tried
forced conversion54 LNCT students

get gold, silver at
RGPV convocation
Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

Around 54 students of LNCT
group got gold and silver
medals in the 12th convocation
of RGPV University. Ashita Rai,
Pooja Shri Chaukse from CSE -
LNCT, Prayashun Bisandare
from Mechanical and Pallavi
Rajput from Civil got gold
medals. Besides, four teachers
of the group were awarded
PhD degrees. Governor Man-
gubhai Patel awarded students
in the event which was held in
the city on Friday. Secretary
LNCT Group, Anupam Chouk-
sey said that this reflects the
academic quality, discipline
and achievements of our group
in the field of research.

ISRO chairman
V Narayanan to
inaugurate
event
Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

ISRO Academia Connect pro-
gramme for the Central re-
gion, encompassing
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pra-
desh, and Uttar Pradesh, will
be held at MANIT on May 22.

The event is being held for the
first time in central India to
strengthen academia-indus-
try-government collaboration
in space research and devel-
opment.

Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Space and Chairman
of ISRO, V Narayanan, will in-
augurate the event. The event
will feature distinguished
speakers including G Harik-
rishnan, Director of Central
Board of Power Operations at
ISRO HQ and M Ganesh Pillai,
Scientific Secretary, ISRO.

Central Region
Academia Connect Prog
at MANIT on May 22

Deputy CM reviews Rewa
development projects

Rewa: Deputy Chief Minister
Rajendra Shukla reviewed on-
going development works in
Rewa, urging timely and quality
completion. At a review meet-
ing in Rajnivas Circuit House, he
directed that the District Hospi-
tal'sextensionandOPDbeinau-
gurated by June 15. Projects
worthRs65croreundertheRe-

densification Scheme must be expedited, he said. He also instructed
the swift completion of Venkat Club Bhawan, PWD Bhawan, and
Coal Bhawan works. The Sandipani Vidyalaya construction is to be
completed by December. Key officials, including Executive Engin-
eers KK Tiwari and Vinay Srivastava, were present.
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