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NOIDA, June 23 (PTI) 

VICE President Jagdeep Dhankhar
on Monday said the National
Education Policy (NEP) when
implementedwill transformIndia’s
educational landscape as the pol-
icy resonates with the country’s
“civilizational spirit, sense and
ethos”.

Dhankharsharedhisthoughtsas
headdressedtheinauguralsession
ofthe99thannualmeetandnation-
al conference of the vice chancel-
lors organised by the Association
of Indian Universities (AIU) at the
Amity University here.

“I must share with you that after
more than three decades, some-
thing has happened which has tru-

ly changed the landscape of our
education. I am referring to the
National Education Policy 2020,”
he told the gathering of academic
leaders.

Reflecting on his experience as
theformerGovernorofWestBengal,
the Vice President said that he was
closely associated with the devel-
opment of this policy.

JAISALMER, June 23 (PTI) 

AT LEAST 13 people were arrested in Rajasthan’s
Pokhrantownaftertensioneruptedoveranobjec-
tionable social media post related to the
International Yoga Day, police on Monday said.

The tension gripped the area after a man was
arrestedforallegedlysharinganobjectionablepost
about the Yoga Day, they said. 

A crowd gathered outside the Pokaran Police
Station around 11 pm on Sunday following the
arrest, leading to disruption of public order, said
a police officer. Superintendent of Police Sudhir
Chaudhary said that the protest was led by Firoz
Khan, the husband of a local sarpanch.

Tourists visit the Solang Nala in Manali, Himachal Pradesh, on Monday. (PTI)

KOLKATA, June 23 (PTI) 

THE West Bengal Assembly wit-
nessed chaotic scenes on
Monday leading to the suspen-
sion of four BJP MLAs, including
chief whip Shankar Ghosh, from
the House. Around 40 BJP MLAs,
led by Ghosh, were protesting
the expunging of party legisla-
tors’ comments, including those
ofnotedeconomist-turned-par-
ty MLA Ashok Lahiri.

As the House assembled, the
BJP MLAs repeatedly interrupt-
ed Minister Chandrima
Bhattacharya’s speech, prompt-
ing Speaker Biman

Bandyopadhyay to first ask the
legislatorstotaketheirseats,and
when they did not budge, order
thesuspensionoffourlegislators
from the House for the ongoing
session, which will end on
Tuesday. Ghosh and 3 other BJP
MLAs -- Agnimitra Paul, Dipak
BarmanandManojOraon--were
suspended from the House for
misconduct and disobeying the
Speaker’sordersandtearingbusi-
ness papers and hitting micro-
phones on their tables.

There were angry exchanges
between Paul and TMC MLA
Asima Patra but other TMC leg-
islators prevented an escalation.

MUMBAI, June 23 (PTI) 

LOK Sabha Speaker Om Birla on
Monday said the matter related
to the impeachment of Justice
Yashwant Varma is not before
Parliament yet and there is no
point commenting on the issue.

“Wecandiscusstheissuewhen
it is brought before Parliament.
There is no point talking about
a matter that is not before the
House,” Birla told reporters on
thesidelinesofaconferencehere.

The then Chief Justice of India
(CJI) Sanjiv Khanna had written
to the president and the prime
ministertoremoveJusticeVarma,
who is mired in a cash-discov-
ery row.

Justice Khanna’s report was
based on the findings of a three-
judge in-house panel that inves-
tigated the case.

Justice Khanna had prodded
Justice Varma to resign but the
latter had refused.

A motion for impeachment
could be brought in either of the
two Houses of Parliament.

In the Rajya Sabha, at least 50
members have to sign the
motion. In the Lok Sabha, 100

members have to support it.
According to the Judges

(Inquiry) Act of 1968, once a
motion to remove a judge is
admitted in any of the Houses,
the Speaker or the chairman, as
the case may be, will constitute
a three-member committee to
investigatethegroundsonwhich
the removal (or, in popular term,
impeachment)hasbeensought.

The committee consists of the
CJIoraSupremeCourtjudge,the
ChiefJusticeofoneofthe25high
courts and a “distinguished
jurist”.

The monsoon session of
Parliamentisscheduledtobegin
from July 21 and conclude on
August 12.

AfireincidentatJusticeVarma’s
residence in the national capital
in March, when he was a judge
of the Delhi High Court, led to
the discovery of several burnt
sacks of cash at the outhouse.

Though the judge claimed
ignorance about the cash, the
Supreme Court-appointed
committee indicted him after
speaking to a number of
witnessesandrecordinghisstate-
ment.

MEERUT, June 23 (PTI) 

A 15-YEAR-OLD girl was allegedly raped inside a
medical college here while she was admitted for
a leg operation with the police on Monday say-
ing that the accused has been arrested.

The girl was raped by the attendant of anoth-
er patient in a toilet of the medical college on the
night of June 20, police said.

Senior Superintendent of Police Vipin Tada told
PTI that the local Medical police station regis-
tered the FIR on the complaint of the girl’s moth-
erandarrestedtheaccusedonSundaynight.“The
girl will be medically examined on Monday,” Tada
said. The girl was admitted to the medical college
for a leg operation on June 20. A man, named
Mohit, hailing from Uttarakhand was also admit-
ted in the ward and his brother, the accused Rohit
was the attendant.

NEW DELHI, June 23 (PTI) 

DEFENCE Minister Rajnath
SinghsaidonMondaythatIndia’s
Operation Sindoor achieved all
objectives and succeeded in
“injecting fear” in the minds of
terrorists. He was addressing a
gathering at an event held at the
Rashtrapati Bhawan complex.

Singh released a curated col-
lection of 51 speeches by
President Droupadi Murmu

delivered by her during her sec-
ond year in office.

In his address, Singh lauded
Murmu and said he considered
thisbook--‘WingstoOurHopes,
Volume 2’ -- a “document for
scripting India’s future”.

This volume follows its pred-
ecessor in chronicling the evolv-
ing discourse on governance,
inclusivity and national aspira-
tions, officials said. Singh in his
address also made a reference to

Operation Sindoor launched by
IndiainMayinretaliationagainst
the Pahalgam terror attack.

Singh releases 
collection of
Murmu’s speeches

NEW DELHI, June 23 (PTI) 

RAJNATH Singh unveiled a
curated collection of 51
speechesPresidentDroupadi
Murmu delivered during her
secondyearinoffice,andsaid
it would become a “karma
granth” of the ‘Viksit Bharat’
vision. Thebooktitled‘Wings
to Our Hopes-Volume II’, its
Hindi version ‘Ashaon Ki
Udaan-Khand 2’ and its e-
versionwerereleasedbySingh
at an event held at the
Rashtrapati Bhawan. 

Ithasbeencompiledbythe
RashtrapatiBhavanandpub-
lished by the Publications
Division of the Ministry of
Information and
Broadcasting.

Op Sindoor succeeded in injecting
fear in minds of terrorists: Rajnath

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh along with Ashwini Vaishnaw and
L. Murugan releases the second volume of ‘Wings to Our Hopes’, a
collection of selected speeches of President Droupadi Murmu, at
the Rashtrapati Bhawan Cultural Centre, in New Delhi, on 
Monday. (PTI)
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15-year-old girl admitted
for operation raped at
medical college in Meerut

FROM THE FRONT PAGE

“I indicated that any trans-
fer of nuclear material from a
safeguarded facility to anoth-
er location in Iran must be
declared,” Grossi said, without
saying whether Iran had
responded. 

Iran described its Monday
attack on Israel as as a new
wave of its Operation “True
Promise 3,” saying it was tar-
geting the Israeli cities of Haifa
and Tel Aviv, according to
Iranian state television. 

Explosions were also heard
in Jerusalem. There were no
immediate reports of damage. 

In Iran, witnesses reported
Israeli airstrikes hit areas
around Iran’s capital, Tehran,
around midday. Iranian State
televisionconfirmedoneIsraeli
strikehitthegateofEvinPrison.

The report shared what
appeared to be black-and-
white-surveillance footage of
the strike. The prison is known
for holding dual nationals and
Westerners often used by Iran
as bargaining chips in negoti-
ations with the West.

Evin also has specialized
unitsforpoliticalprisonersand
those with Western ties, run by
theparamilitaryRevolutionary
Guard, which answers only to
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei.Thefacilityisthetar-
get of both US and European
Union sanctions.
US STRIKES ON IRAN’S
NUCLEAR SITES MARK PER-
ILOUS TURN IN MIDDLE
EAST, SAYS UN CHIEF: US

bombingofIran’snuclearfacil-
ities marks a “perilous turn” in
the Middle East, UN chief
AntonioGuterrestoldanemer-
gency session of the Security
Council here, amid escalating
tensions in the region.

The 15-nation Council met
for the emergency session on
Sunday after President Donald
Trump announced that the US
hadbombedthreenuclearsites
in Iran - Fordo, Natanz and
Isfahan. “The bombing of
Iraniannuclearfacilitiesbythe
United States marks a perilous
turn in a region that is already
reeling. From the outset of the
crisis, I have repeatedly con-
demned any military escala-
tion in the Middle East,”
SecretaryGeneralGuterrestold
the UN Security Council.

Guterres said the people of
the region cannot endure
another cycle of destruction.
“And yet, we now risk descend-
ing into a rathole of retaliation
after retaliation. The UN Chief
stressed that the international
community must act immedi-
ately and decisively to halt the
fighting and return to serious,
sustained negotiations on the
Iranian nuclear programme. 

Guterres said that Iran must
fully respect the Non-
Proliferation Treaty. He cau-
tioned that world faces a stark
choice between a path that
leads to wider war, deeper
human suffering, and serious
damageandanotherthat leads
to de-escalation, diplomacy.

Within Chhattisgarh, dis-
tricts such as Dantewada,
Sukma, Bijapur, and Kanker –
long embroiled in counter-
insurgency operations – are
implicitlyincludedinthisadvi-
sory classification. The
Embassydiscouragessolotrav-
el, especially for women, and
warns against the use of satel-
lite phones and GPS devices,

which are restricted under
Indian law. The advisory,
anchored in field intelligence
and regional threat mapping,
closes with standard caution-
ary measures, but its implica-
tionisunmistakable: thatparts
of India’s interior, particularly
inChhattisgarh,remainvolatile
despite prolonged state inter-
vention.

Israel POUNDS Govt...

Chhattisgarh marked...

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.
Stating that Araghchi is vis-

iting Russia at a dramatic
moment of sharp aggravation
of the situation “in the region
and around your country,”
Putin, in his opening remarks
at the televised Kremlin meet,
reiterated Moscow’s position
on Iran-Israel conflict as was
articulated by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. Russia’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
strongly condemned the
American strikes and Tehran is
awareofMoscow'sstanceinthe
SecurityCouncilandtheUnited
Nations.

“Thisisanabsolutelyunpro-
voked aggression against Iran,
has no basis or justification,”
Putin qualified US strikes at
Iran'skeynuclearsitesordered
by President Donald Trump.

“We have long-standing,

good, and reliable relations
with Iran. On our part, we are
making efforts to help the
Iranian people,” Putin told
Araghchi.

Moscow and Tehran have
signed a strategic partnership
treaty, but it does not provide
for military assistance in case
any side is attacked. However,
Tehran and Moscow under the
treaty have an obligation not
to take the side of the aggres-
sor and enter into urgent polit-
ical consultations to mitigate
the situation.

When asked what support
and help Russia can offer to
Iran, the Kremlin spokesman
Demitry Peskov said Moscow
can offer various forms of sup-
port to Iran amid the escala-
tion in the Middle East, but it
is up to Tehran to articulate
what help it wants.

Russia says it stands...

THE travel advisory quickly escalated into a political
slugfest on X (formerly Twitter). Former Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel fired the first salvo: “Is this the ‘Amrit
Kaal’ the government speaks of? The U.S. has warned
its citizens not to visit six Indian states, including our
own. So much for global friendship and internal safe-
ty.”

In a follow-up post, the BJP’s official handle added:
“Congress is now dependent on foreign advisories for
relevance. When a state records a rape every six hours
and a murder every eight, perhaps imported outrage is
all that’s left. This is propaganda outsourced to
Washington.”

The Chhattisgarh BJP responded with sharp coun-
terfire. A firebrand BJP leader posted: “While such advi-
sories are part of routine diplomatic safety measures,
thetimingofthisone–releasedalongsideShah’sengage-
ments in Maoist-affected territories – as sharpened
both political and strategic interpretations.”

Political slugfest begins in wake 
of US advisory on C’garh

after the US launched a sur-
prise attack on Sunday morn-
ing on three of Iran’s nuclear
sites. 

Just before the explosions,
Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkianwroteonthesocial
platform X: “We neither initi-
ated the war nor seeking it. But
we will not leave invasion to
thegreatIranwithoutanswer.”

As plumes of thick smoke
rose over Tehran, Israel was
attacked with yet another bar-
rage of Iranian missiles and
drones. 

The persistent fire has
become a reality for civilians
in both countries since Israel
started the war to target
Tehran's rapidly advancing
nuclear programme.

On the 11th day of the con-
flict, Israel said it attacked
“regime targets and govern-
ment repression bodies in the
heart of Tehran,” but Israeli
officials insisted they did not
seek the overthrow of Iran's
government, their archenemy
since the country's 1979
Islamic Revolution.

Iran attacks US bases in...
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