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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Beijing

China plans to opera-
tionalise its third air-
craft carrier 'Fujian'
this year as it has com-

pleted nearly three years of sea
trials, setting the stage for the
Chinese navy for the first time
to operate three carrier groups,
official media reported on
Tuesday.

Fujian, stated to be China's
most advanced aircraft carrier
possessing the electromagnetic
aircraft launch system (EMALS)
similar to that of the American
aircraft carrier USS Gerald R
Ford, was launched in 2024 and
since then completed multiple
sea trials, accumulating more
than 100 days of sea trials. The
entry of the carrier with more
than 80,000 tons carrying a
wide variety of carrier-borne
aircraft, including fighter jets,
early warning aircraft, anti-
submarine aircraft and drones

will enable China to enter a new
era of three aircraft carriers,
state-run CCTV reported. The
official daily, Global Times,
quoted Wei Dongxu, a Chinese
military affairs commentator, as
saying that Fujian has been
making steady progress in sea
trials, and is expected to be
commissioned within this year.

China currently has two air-
craft carriers in operation - the
Liaoning, a refit of the Soviet-
era ship commissioned in 2012,
and Shandong, which is an
indigenously built 2nd aircraft
carrier commissioned in 2019.

Ahead of its operationalisa-
tion, Fujian flexed muscles join-
ing Shandong in conducting
exercises north of the
Philippines this month, while
Liaoning has led exercises in the
Pacific waters of Japan's exclu-
sive economic zone drawing
protests from Japan.

According to the official
media, China plans to have four
to five aircraft carriers, includ-

ing a nuclear-powered one,
making them the frontline force
of its navy as Beijing seeks to
expand its global influence with
deployments in the South
China Sea, the Taiwan Strait and
the Indian Ocean in future.

Fujian is the first fully domes-
tically developed and construct-
ed aircraft carrier with EMALS
while the other two aircraft car-
riers are equipped with ski-
jump take-off ramps. The
Fujian features a flat-top flight
deck.

Simultaneously, China is
developing a new fighter aircraft
that can operate from its carri-
er groups. Early this year,
President Xi Jinping issued
fresh orders revising rules to
transform the country's military
into world-class armed forces,
focusing on combat readiness
and war preparation amid
growing rivalry with the US and
tensions over Taiwan and neigh-
bours. On Monday, Stockholm
International Peace Research

Institute (SIPRI) Yearbook 2025
revealed that China, which has
600 nuclear weapons, is rapid-
ly growing its nuclear stockpile
adding 100 warheads a year in
an apparent attempt to match
with stockpiles of the US and
Russia.

China to commission third aircraft carrier
'Fujian' later this year: Official media 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Khan Dubai

Israel appeared to be expanding its air cam-
paign on Tehran five days after its surprise
attack on Iran's military and nuclear pro-

gramme, as US President Donald Trump post-
ed an ominous message warning residents of
the capital to evacuate.

IRAN CAN NOT HAVE A NUCLEAR
WEAPON, Trump wrote Monday night before
returning to Washington early from a Group
of Seven summit in Canada. Everyone should
immediately evacuate Tehran! he added.

Trump later denied he had rushed back to
work on a ceasefire, telling reporters on Air
Force One during the flight back to Washington:
I'm not looking at a ceasefire. We're looking at
better than a ceasefire. 

Asked why he had urged for the evacuation
of Tehran, he said: I just want people to be safe.

Earlier, the Israeli military had called for some
330,000 residents of a neighborhood in down-
town Tehran to evacuate. 

Tehran is one of the largest cities in the
Middle East, with around 10 million people,
roughly equivalent to the entire population of

Israel. People have been fleeing since the hos-
tilities began. Israel says its sweeping assault on
Iran's top military leaders, nuclear scientists,
uranium enrichment sites and ballistic missile
programme is necessary to prevent its longtime
adversary from getting any closer to building
an atomic weapon. The strikes have killed at
least 224 people in Iran and wounded 1,277
since Friday. 

Iran has retaliated by launching more than
370 missiles and hundreds of drones at Israel.
So far, 24 people have been killed in Israel and
more than 500 wounded. The Israeli military
said a new barrage of missiles was launched on
Tuesday, and explosions could be heard in 
northern Israel.

Shops closed, lines for gas in Iran's
capital
Downtown Tehran appeared to be emptying out
early Tuesday, with many shops closed. 
The ancient Grand Bazaar was also closed, some-
thing that only happened in the past during anti-
Government demonstrations or at the height of
the corona virus
pandemic.

Israels strikes on Tehran broaden
as Trump issues ominous warning 
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