
SPORTS 11
BHOPAL | WEDNESDAY | JUNE 4, 2025

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Stavanger (Norway)

Reigning world champion D
Gukesh continued to turn adver-
sity into opportunity as he wrig-
gled out of a virtually intractable

position to beat compatriot Arjun Erigaisi
for the first time ever in a classical game
and jump to sole second position after
round 7 of the Norway Chess.

As has been the trend in Gukesh’s cam-
paign in this elite six-payer double round-
robin tournament, the teenager, playing
with white, showed nerves of steel to secure
his second consecutive win, without going
through the
rigmarole of an Armageddon tie-break, to
take sweet revenge for his loss to Erigaisi
earlier in Round 2.

The win, which came after a nerve-
wracking victory against defending cham-
pion and world No.1 Magnus Carlsen, saw
Gukesh, 19, overtake the 34-year-old
Norwegian on the points table with 11.5
points.

This was also Gukesh’s first win in three
attempts against Erigaisi, who had beaten
the world champion at the Tata Steel Chess
tournament in Wijk Aan Zee to spoil his
title-winning chances, and then again in

Round 2 here.
With three more rounds to go, pole sit-

ter American Grandmaster Fabiano
Caruana, who defeated Wei Yi of China,
is on 12.5 points. Carlsen is third with 11
points following his Armageddon win
against another American Grandmaster
and world Number 2 Hikaru Nakamura,
who is fourth with 8.5 points.

Erigaisi dropped to fifth position with
7.5 points following the loss, while Wei Yi
is placed sixth with 6.5 points.

For the first three-and-a-half hours of
the game, Gukesh was on the defensive but
finally managed to up his game to earn a
win, tying down his opponent in time trou-
ble. Erigaisi faltered that wee bit, which
gave Gukesh an opening that he exploit-
ed and forced his opponent to resign after
some intense play.

“Probably I was just losing it at some
point. I was just slowly getting outplayed.
From the opening nothing went my way
but once I got to this position I just had
to keep making moves which doesn’t lose
on the spot and in the time scrambles
things happen,” Gukesh told the broadcast-
er after the match.

Analysing the game, Gukesh’s Polish
coach Grzegorz Gajewski said, though it
was not the best game played by the reign-

ing world champion but he was happy that
he had pulled it off.

“Probably not his best game ever, at least
not the first half of the game, but definite-
ly a very good second half of the game, so
happy with that.”

On whether the win on Monday was
because of a change of mindset following
Gukesh’s come-from-behind victory
against Carlsen on Sunday, Gajewski said,

“When you’re in such trouble (as in
Sunday’s game) and you keep fighting and
you get rewarded for it, you have even
more faith that it makes sense to keep
fighting.

“So, on the very next day (against
Erigaisi), when you’re again in trouble, you
definitely know what to do, you just keep
fighting,” opined Gukesh’s coach.

He added that Gukesh was aiming for

playing the perfect games, where the
margin of error was bare minimum,
which was finally contributing to his suc-
cess here.

“He’s demanding the very highest level
of accuracy and precision from you
(opponent), and if you’re not up to it, you
might mess up the position even if you’re
number one in the world,” said the Pole.

On whether the win against Erigaisi
was bigger than the victory over Carlsen,
given that Gukesh had never beaten his
Indian counterpart ever in Classical
chess before the win on Monday, the
coach said, “Yes, definitely, Erigaisi is a
very difficult opponent to beat, but I
would not compare the two games.

“You really have to achieve a lot to be
compared with Magnus in any regard.
(For Monday’s game) Gukesh was just
focused. It was nice, definitely very nice
yesterday (to beat Carlsen), but today is
a new challenge and after that there is
another challenge.

“Gukesh was just making moves; he
was completely in the zone from the first
move to the last move… He has extraor-
dinary calculation abilities, which com-
bined with his fighting spirit help him
defend so many positions,” added the
Pole.

The Carlsen vs Nakamura game was
interesting as the two players agreed to a
draw after just 21 moves, with both hav-
ing about an hour-and-a-half each left on
the clock. In the Armageddon, Carlsen
defeated the world Number 2 to log in 1.5
points.

In the women’s section, Ukrainian
GM Anna Muzychuk got the better of
two-time world rapid champion Koneru
Humpy in Armageddon tie-break, while
GM R. Vaishali fell apart in time trouble
against China’s Lei Tingjie.

Ju Wenjun is leading the table with 11.5
points, followed by Muzychuk (11 points)
in second and Humpy in third with 
10.5 points.

Results (Round 7)
Open: D Gukesh (Ind — 11.5 points) bt
Arjun Erigaisi (Ind — 7.5); Fabiano
Caruana (USA — 12.5) bt Wei Yi (Chn
—6.5); Magnus Carlsen (Nor — 11) bt
Hikaru Nakamura (USA — 8.5) in
Armageddon tie-break.

Women: Lei Tingjie (Chn — 9) bt R
Vaishali (Ind — 8); Ju Wenjun (Chn —
11.5 points) bt Sara Khadem (Esp — 6);
Koneru Humpy (Ind — 10.5) lost to Anna
Muzychuk (Ukr — 11) in Armageddon
tie-break.

Gukesh jump to second spot in Norway Chess 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Bengaluru

The inaugural Neeraj Chopra Classic
international javelin throw event,
which was postponed due to the

India-Pakistan military conflict last
month, will be held on July 5 here, the
organisers announced on Tuesday.

India’s first-ever international javelin
throw competition, which was original-
ly scheduled for May 24, is being organ-
ised by double Olympic-medallist Chopra
in collaboration with JSW Sports and
sanctioned by the Athletics Federation of
India (AFI).

The star-studded 12-man event, to be
held at the Sree Kanteerava Stadium, will
feature seven of the best javelin throwers
in the world and five Indians, including
Chopra.

The other four Indians are Asian
championships silver-medallist Sachin
Yadav, Kishore Jena, Rohit Yadav and
Sahil Silwal.

The foreign competitors for the event
are two-time world champion Anderson
Peters (PB: 93.07m) of Grenada, 2016
Olympics gold winner Thomas Rohler
(PB: 93.90m) of Germany, 2015 world

champion Julius Yego (92.72m) of
Kenya, American Curtis Thompson
(PB: 87.76m), Asian Games bronze
medallist Genki Dean (PB: 84.28m) of
Japan, Rumesh Pathirage (PB: 85.45m)
of Sri Lanka, Luiz Mauricio da Silva (PB:
86.34m) of Brazil.

“Bringing the Neeraj Chopra Classic

back this quickly has taken an enormous
collective effort, and we’re happy to con-
firm its return on July 5,” said JSW Sports
Chief Commercial Officer Karan Yadav.

“...The unwavering support from the
AFI,  the Karnataka Olympic
Association, the Government of
Karnataka, and our partners made this

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Columbus (US)

On a long day when it
felt everything was
going wrong,

Cameron Young birdied three
of his last four holes to get into
a 5-for-1 playoff and then
made a 12-foot birdie to earn
his spot in the US Open in
two weeks at Oakmont. The
drama went coast-to-coast,
and even north of the border
into Canada, with 47 places
available at 10 qualifying sites
to fill the field for the major
regarded the toughest test in
golf. Monday was tough
enough, especially for Max
Homa.

He had a chance to get one
of the six spots available from
the Ohio qualifier at Kinsale,
all while carrying his own bag
for 36 holes — this after a
rugged week at the Memorial
— because he has split from
his caddie. But he three-
putted for par on his final
hole, getting into the playoff.

Make that 38 holes lugging
his bag.

Young advanced with his
clutch play, while Rickie
Fowler was eliminated with a
bogey. Homa played the 11th
hole to try to get an alternate
spot. He missed a par putt on
that hole and then faced a
long walk to the parking lot.
Young, already enduring a
tough year that forced him to
do a 36-hole qualifier, hit 9-
iron to 8 feet for birdie on the
15th, birdied the par-5 16th
and then hit wedge to 18 inch-
es on the final hole to earn a
spot in the 5-for-1 playoff. “I
feel like I showed myself
something today,” he said.
“For so long today I saw
nothing go in.” The playoff
began on the 10th hole, and
Young hit driver into the left
rough and judged his wedge
perfectly to 12 feet below the
hole. “I started my day here 12
hours ago and made a 3, so I
tried to do it again,” he said.

Erik van Rooyen opened
with a 64 at Kinsale and had
no trouble getting to
Oakmont for the US Open on
June 12-15. He wound up six

Rescheduled Neeraj Chopra Classic to be held in Bengaluru 
possible. The energy around this event is
bigger than ever and 
we’re set to deliver a celebration of
javelin that’s bolder, better, and even more
unforgettable.”

The event, which was granted category
A status by World Athletics, was shifted to
the Kanteerava Stadium in Bengaluru from
the original venue of Panchkula due to

inadequate lighting for live telecast.
A ‘dream project’ of Chopra, it was

announced with much fanfare, but had
to be postponed due to the border ten-
sions after the Pahalgam terror attack that
killed 26 civilians, mostly tourists.

According to the organisers, the tick-
et prices for the showpiece will range
from `199 to `9,999. For premium expe-

rience, five corporate boxes accommodat-
ing 15 guests each are available at
`44,999.

A special stand alongside the throw-
er’s runway is priced at `9,999, while
another special stand in the North Upper
Stand, located just behind the runway, is
available for `2,999.

CAMERON RALLIES FOR US OPEN SPOT
BEFORE QUALIFYING FOR OAKMONT

shots ahead of the field. Other qualifiers were
Bud Cauley, Lanto Griffin, Justin Lower and
Harrison Ott, at Number 2,651 in the world
ranking. Cauley is Number 56 in the world, and
is likely to stay in the top 60 after the Canadian
Open and get in through that category. If that
happens, Chase Johnson would get to his first
US Open. He won the playoff for the two alter-
nate spots with Eric Cole.

In the other Ohio qualifier in Springfield, Zac
Blair won a 4-for-1 playoff for the last spot by
outlasting John Peterson, a former PGA Tour
player who retired and then asked to be rein-
stated as an amateur. The four spots from the
Florida qualifier did not finish because of a rain
delay.  Three of the five spots from the Atlanta
qualifier went to amateurs, with 17-year-old
Mason Howell leading the way. The high school

junior played bogey-free for an 18-under 126.
Also qualifying was Jackson Koivun of Auburn,
who already has locked up a PGA Tour card,
and Florida State sophomore Tyler Weaver.

Qualifiers in Toronto and North Carolina
each offered seven spots — the PGA Tour is
in Canada this week and the Korn Ferry Tour
is in its Carolinas swing. Matt Vogt led the two
qualifiers in Walla Walla, Washington, and
secured a homecoming of sorts.

Thorbjorn Olesen of Denmark and Emiliano
Grillo of Argentina were among the seven qual-
ifiers in Canada, where Kevin Velo led the field.
Florida State junior Luke Clanton was in the
US Open as Number 1 in the amateur world
ranking. He gave up that spot to make his pro
debut in the Canadian Open, and failed to get
through US Open qualifying.
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