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Op Sindoor exposed Pak’s
support for terror: Shah

ACT OF SKILL| Minister says B’desh shouldn’t forget BSF’s role
in 1971 war as it played a major role in fighting against injustice

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday said Operation
Sindoor has exposed Pakistan
because while India carried
out strikes against terror bases
it responded by attacking In-
dian citizens and military in-
stallations in a demonstration
of its open support to terror-
ism.

Speaking during the Investi-
ture ceremony of the Border
Security Force, Shah also noted
that following the operation,
the world had noticed and
praised the bravery, striking
power and restraint of Indian
Armed Forces. He also lauded
the BSF for standing firm at
the borders and said “Pakistan
would not be able to move an
inch forward because of it”.

“India,” Shah said, “is facing
bravely the challenge of terror-
ism posed by Pakistan. The
world has seen the bravery of
our soldiers”.

Shah also noted how India’s
response to terrorism from
across the borders has
changed during under the
Narendra Modi government.

“There has been a shift in
India’s security response under
the current government. Pak-
istan committed multiple seri-
ous provocations in the past,
but previous governments
failed to give an appropriate
reply.”

Thing changed after the Uri
attack on an Army camp, he
said, adding that “for the first
time, we crossed the line of
control, went after terrorists
and conducted surgical
strikes.”

Thereafter following the
Pulwama attack on CRPF per-
sonnel, the Indian Air Force

responded with airstrikes tar-
geting terror infrastructure in
Balakot.

“Now after the Pahalgam
terror attack in which inno-
cent pilgrims were killed
brutally by Pakistan-backed
terrorists in front of their
families after asking their re-
ligion,’ Shah said, “Prime Min-
ister Modi avowed to give an
appropriate response and Op-
eration Sindoor is that re-
sponse.”

Shah said “the Indian forces
initially neither attacked Pakis-
tan’s military establishments
nor their airbases, but only de-

molished the terrorist hide-
outs responsible for heinous
crimes on our soil. Our attack
was solely against the terror-
ists. But Pakistan proved that it
sponsors terrorism by con-
sidering the attack on the ter-
rorists as an attack on itself and
targeted our country’s civilians
and military institutions.”

The Home Minister said
India’s air defence systems pre-
vented much harm from
coming our way and the In-
dian armed forces then “re-
sponded decisively by
attacking their airbase, show-
casing our lethal capabilities
and proving their air defence
system ineffective.”

Shah insisted that even dur-
ing this time, India did not at-
tack any civilian locations in
Pakistan. He added that “Oper-
ation Sindoor exposed the
bonding between Pakistan
and terrorism before the en-
tire world”.

The Home Minister also re-
minded Bangladesh, which is
also witnessing a surge in anti-
India activities, to “never forget
the bravery and contributions
of BSF personnel in the 1971
war”.
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SC relief
for woman
IAF officer
The Supreme Court on
Thursday directed the
Centre and the IAF not to
release from service a
woman officer who was
part of Operation Balakot
and Operation Sindoor,
but was denied perma-
nent commission. A bench
of Justices Surya Kant and
N Kotiswar Singh sought
responses from the
Centre and the IAF on the
plea of Wing Commander
Nikita Pandey, who
claimed discrimination for
being denied permanent
commission.

NEW DELHI

SC: Consider
Zudpi Jungle
as forest land
The Supreme Court on
Thursday declared Zudpi
Jungle lands in Maharash-
tra's Vidarbha region as
forests in line with its 1996
verdict but protected the
structures existing on it for
decades. A bench of CJI
BR Gavai and Justice Au-
gustine George Masih
noted that "zudpi" was a
Marathi word, literally
translating to bushes or
shrubs and "zudpi" lands
meant an inferior type of
unoccupied lands with
bushy growth. The bench
directed such lands would
not be permitted to be
used for compensatory af-
forestation unless there
was a certificate of the
state chief secretary re-
garding non-availability of
non-forest land for affor-
estation.

MEHSANA

3 dead, 4 hurt
in wall
collapose
Three labourers were
killed and four injured on
Friday morning as a wall
collapsed during the
demolition of a house in
Gujarat's Mehsana dis-
trict, officials said. The
incident took place at
Sundarpur village in Vija-
pur tehsil, said super-
intendent of police Tarun
Duggal. "A side wall
suddenly collapsed on la-
bourers. The injured were
rushed to a private hospi-
tal," he said, adding that
Vijapur police were pro-
bing the incident.
Villagers rushed to the
rescue immediately after
the incident and used an
earthmover to pull the vic-
tims out, said a local po-
lice official.

Entire Phagwara CIA team
held for taking Rs 2.5L
bribe to free drug smuggler
Rajesh Moudgil
CHANDIGARH

In a major embarrassment to
Punjab's ruling Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) government and
the state police, the entire
team of the Crime Investiga-
tion Agency (CIA) of the Phag-
wara town of Punjab’s
Kapurthala district was ar-
rested on Friday for allegedly
taking a bribe of Rs 2.5 lakh to
release a notorious drug
smuggler, Hani.

According to information,
the arrested police officials in-

cluded CIA in-charge Sub-In-
spector (SI) Bisman Singh
Mahi, assistant sub-inspectors
(ASIs) Nirmal Kumar and Jas-
winder Singh and a constable
Jagrup Singh.

According to media re-
ports, there were several com-
plaints against the conduct of
the arrested accused police
personnel following which
they were under watch of the
senior officials. The accused
were arrested red-handed
after they accepted the bribe
of Rs 2.5 lakh in lieu of release
of a notorious drug smuggler,
Hani, who was in their cus-

tody.
Confirming the arrests,

Deputy Inspector General
(DIG) of police, Jalandhar
range, Naveen Singla, said that
the police department has
zero tolerance to corruption.

In April, the Punjab police
had dismissed a woman con-
stable Amandeep Kaur, from
service, who was caught with
17.71 gram heroin in Bathinda.
Amandeep had caught atten-
tion with her flamboyant life-
style as she often posted reels
with her Thar on Instagram
where she has over 30,000 fol-

lowers.
According to sources, sus-

picions had been growing
about the conduct of the of-
ficers, prompting a discreet
inquiry. During the investiga-
tion, the team was allegedly
caught red-handed accepting
the bribe. The swift action has
caused a stir throughout the
Phagwara Police Department.

Following preliminary medi-
cal examinations, the arrested
officers will be presented before
a judicial magistrate. They have
been booked under relevant
sections of the Prevention of
Corruption Act.

Punjab: AAP MLA
Arora arrested in
corruption case
Rajesh Moudgil
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Vigilance Bureau (VB)
on Friday arrested Raman
Arora, ruling Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) MLA from Pun-
jab’s Jalandhar Central con-
stituency, in a corruption
case.

Police said that the arrest is
linked to a corruption case
involving former assistant
town planner (ATP), Jaland-
har Municipal Corporation,
Sukhdev Vashist, who was ar-
rested last week.

Arora was accused of using
Vashisht to issue bogus no-
tices and extort money from
some targeted individuals.
The VB team also conducted
a raid at Arora’s residence fol-
lowing his arrest. Notably,
Arora’s security of 14 police
personnel, had also been
withdrawn about 10 days ago
indicating that action was on
the way against Arora.

Arora is the third AAP
legislator arrested by VB in a
corruption case.

While Mansa MLA and
former health minister Dr
Vijay Singla was arrested
three years ago, Bathinda
rural MLA Amit Rattan Kot-
fatta was nabbed on February
23, 2023. According to media
reports, Arora’s name had sur-
faced during interrogation of
Vashisht, who was said to have
Arora’s patronage.

4 Covid cases
detected in Hry
Rajesh Moudgil
CHANDIGARH

About eight months after the
last case of Covid was reported
from Haryana, four fresh cases
have been detected in the state
– two each from Faridabad
and Gurugram districts.

Stating that all the four pa-
tients – two male and two fe-
male - have mild symptoms
and are under home quaran-
tine, health officials said that
only one of them has a travel
history to Mumbai.

Haryana health and family
welfare minister Arti Singh
Rao on Friday said that there
has been no requirement for
hospitalisation, and all patients
are under regular medical
supervision. A person from
Gurugram district who was
earlier detected with the virus
has already recovered, she
said.

“This variant is mild and
manageable, and we are fol-
lowing all advisories issued by
the Government of India from
time to time. Citizens are ad-
vised to remain calm and con-
tinue following
Covid-appropriate behaviour,”
the minister said and added
that to ensure readiness, civil
surgeons across the state have
been directed to maintain lo-
gistics and treatment facilities.

Amit Shah during the BSF Investiture Ceremony 2025
in New Delhi on Friday

KOLHAPUR 

Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis on Friday 
slammed Leader of Opposi-
tion in Lok Sabha Rahul Gan-
dhi for his criticism of India's 

approach towards Pakistan, 
Operation Sindoor and US 
President Donald Trump's 
mediation claims, saying, 
"The Pakistani virus has en-
tered the head of the Con-

gress". Speaking at a function, 
CM Fadnavis said, "Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir is not a 
threat to us, but the Pakistan-
occupied Congress is a threat 
to the country." 

‘Pak virus has entered Cong head’Will come up with answer at the end: Gogoi
IANS
GUWAHATI

Congress Lok Sabha
member Gaurav Gogoi,
while reacting to the allega-
tions of his Pakistan links,
sarcastically remarked on
Friday that he would come
up with an answer at the end
of this ongoing controversy.

Gogoi told reporters here,
“Today, I am going to attend
a boxing championship pro-
gramme in my Lok Sabha
constituency. I have learnt a
few preliminary things
about boxing also. In the

boxing ring, the knockout
punch comes at the last. I
would also like to follow that
rule.”

When asked to clarify his
stand on the whole contro-
versy, Gogoi said, “Who has
started the whole contro-
versy, and he must be asked
questions regarding the
matter.”

The Jorhat Lok Sabha
MP’s statement was directed
towards Assam CM Himanta

Biswa Sarma. CM Sarma ear-
lier upped the ante against
Gogoi, asking why the Con-
gress MP has not issued any
public statement regarding
his visits to Pakistan.

The CM said, “I have ear-
lier said that Gaurav Gogoi
went to Pakistan and stayed
there for 15 days without
taking any permission either
from the Centre or the state.
I believe that he must issue a
public statement on the
whole matter; however, in-
stead of that, the Congress
leader has dodged the ques-
tions several times.”

PAK VISIT 
 CONTROVERSY 

According to sources, suspicions had
been growing about the conduct of the
officers, prompting a discreet inquiry

Odisha cops arrest NRI conman
involved in job fraud cases
IANS
BHUBANESWAR

Odisha Police personnel have
arrested a "suave NRI conman"
for duping highly qualified
professionals of lakhs on the
pretext of facilitating them get
well-paid jobs abroad, Vinay-
tosh Mishra, DGP, Odisha
Crime Branch, said on Friday.

The accused Bishnu Prasad
Pattnaik alias Biranchi Narayan
hails from Begunia police sta-
tion area of Khordha district.

"The accused cheated a
qualified aeronautical engin-
eer, who passed out from a col-
lege in Coimbatore, to the tune
of Rs 90 lakh on the pretext of
providing a job in British Air-
ways and then Lufthansa air-
ways,” said Mishra.

The accused even created
fake offer and appointment
letters to deceive the victim
aeronautical engineer from
Gunupur.

Based on the complaint
lodged by the victim, a case
was registered at Gunupur po-
lice station of Rayagada district
on October 29, 2018.

The Crime Branch later took
up investigation into the case,
registering a fresh case in this
regard. In another case regis-
tered at the Gunupur police
station on September 24, 2018,
the accused fraudster duped a
woman of Rs 15 lakh by falsely
promising to help her son, a

qualified engineer in Elec-
tronic and Instrumentation
Engineering, get a high-paying
job in Malaysia.

The crime branch during
the course of investigation into
both these cases also came
across the involvement of
Pattnaik in another fraud case
registered at the Bissamcuttack
Police Station of the district on
April 9, 2002.

The police have also sub-
mitted a charge sheet in the
above case showing accused
Pattnaik as absconding.

“It is found that he intro-
duced himself as a medical
doctor, professor, engineer etc.,
to his vulnerable victims and
charmed them into believing
the same. However, during the
inquiry his credentials were
known to be dubious and
under investigation,” said the
crime branch in a press note.

It further added that the
accused created forged letters
of offer and appointment
under the names of inter-
national consultancy com-
panies.

He also forged documents
like address proof, driving
license etc to conceal his
identity and whereabouts.

“While the investigation
was in progress the accused
fled to Cambodia and pur-
portedly created a second
passport to conceal his ident-
ity,” added the Crime Branch.
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