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Maheshwari Chauhan,
India's trailblazing skeet
shooter, is back in the glo-
bal spotlight. After a
powerful debut at the
Paris 2024 Olympics, the
28-year-old Olympian is
now gearing up for the
ISSF Shooting World Cup
in Cyprus, calling her
Olympic experience a
“big learning” and a gate-
way into the "golden era
of Indian shooting."

ITALIAN
GRAND PRIX:
STEPPING
STONE, NOT A
STAGE

Fresh off a morale-
boosting win at the Italian
Grand Prix (March 29–30,
Rome), Maheshwari em-
phasised that the victory
— though modest — was
strategically important.

“Not such a big win as it
was for Italian nationals.
But I won the foreign
shooters’ category. It was
just practice, a bench-

mark for my World Cup
prep,” she said.

Her Results at the
Grand Prix: 1st in Ladies'
Category (Foreign
shooters) & Top qualifier
among foreign nationals

PARIS 2024:
THE OLYMPIC
FIRE IS LIT

Maheshwari’s Olympic
debut, though shy of the
podium, was packed with
promise. In the Mixed
Skeet Team event, she and
Anantjeet Singh Naruka
narrowly lost to China's
duo by a mere one point
(44–43) in the bronze
medal match. Individ-
ually, she placed 14th,
missing the finals by just
two points.

“The grandeur of the
Games was something
else. I didn’t know what to
expect. But I stayed in it,
adapted, and found a new
confidence,” she shared.

“It was a rewarding ex-
perience. I learned to
work under pressure, and
the hunger has only
grown stronger.”

INDIA’S
SHOOTING
STATS: A
NATION ON
THE RISE
Shooting at Paris 2024
Total Indian
Shooters: 21 (Lar-
gest ever)
Medals Won: 3
Manu Bhaker –
2 Bronze
Swapnil Kusale
– 1 Bronze
Sarabjot Singh
– 1 Bronze
Debut Event:
Mixed Skeet
Team intro-
duced for the
first time
“We maxed out
every quota.
Rifle, pistol,
shotgun — our
depth is show-
ing. This is
India’s golden
age in shoot-
ing,” Mahesh-
wari said
proudly.

A close call, 
yes — but a 
start to the 
next chapter.” 
On Paris heart-
break

All we lacked 
was experi-
ence and 
numbers. 
Now we have 
both.” 
OnIndia’sshoot-
ingevolution
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Shami lauds
Armed
Forces
Indian fast bowler Mo-
hammed Shami has
praised the Indian Armed
Forces for their swift and
courageous response to
the recent Pahalgam ter-
ror attack. In a heartfelt
message on Instagram,
Shami lauded the success
of 'Operation Sindoor',
highlighting the courage
and valor of the forces.
'Operation Sindoor' in-
volved coordinated strikes
on nine terror targets
across Pakistan and Pakis-
tan-occupied Jammu and
Kashmir by the Indian
Army, Navy, and Air Force.

MILAN

Inter stuns
Barcelona in
7-goal thriller
Davide Frattesi's extra-
time goal sealed a dra-
matic 4-3 victory for
Inter Milan over Barce-
lona in their Champions
League semifinal sec-
ond leg, securing a 7-6
aggregate win. Inter,
who were trailing,
fought back twice to
force extra time. They
will now face either Ar-
senal or Paris Saint-
Germain in the final.
The match witnessed
two stunning comebacks
and a total of 13 goals
across both legs.

LONDON

Oliver Oakes
resigns
Formula 1 team Alpine has
announced the resigna-
tion of their team princi-
pal, Oliver Oakes, after
less than a year in the role.
Alpine currently sits ninth
in the constructors' stand-
ings. The team thanked
Oakes for his efforts since
joining last summer, not-
ing his contribution to se-
curing sixth place in the
2024 championship. Flavio
Briatore will take over
Oakes' duties as executive
advisor.

DHAKA

B’desh
optimistic
about Taskin
Bangladesh remain 
hopeful that their key 
pacer Taskin Ahmed will 
regain full fitness for 
their multi-format tour of 
Sri Lanka in June. Taskin 
has been recovering from 
an Achilles tendon injury 
and last played inter-
nationally in February. 
Specialists in London ad-
vised against surgery, 
and he is expected to be 
fit for the Test series 
starting June 17 in Galle, 
after missing upcoming 
white-ball series. 

NEW YORK

PGA C’ship
field set
The PGA Championship 
has announced its field 
for the event at Quail 
Hollow next week, featur-
ing a strong presence 
from the world's top 100 
and LIV Golf League 
players. Dustin Johnson 
received a special invita-
tion due to the PGA's 
criteria for past Masters 
winners. Sixteen LIV Golf 
players will participate. 
Billy Horschel and Shaun 
Norris will miss the event. 

NEW DELHI

IOC’s
livestreams
KIYG
The ongoing Khelo India
Youth Games (KIYG) are
being livestreamed on
the International Olym-
pic Committee's (IOC)
official digital platform,
Olympics.com. This fol-
lows a recent partner-
ship between the IOC
and Khelo India. The
Games, featuring over
10,000 under-18 athletes
across 27 sports, are tak-
ing place in five cities in
Bihar and New Delhi and
will conclude on May 15.

AIMING HIGHER | One shot, one step closer

Maheshwari’s Olympic awakening
& India’s golden shot at glory

Skeet is being 
better understood 
now. We’re not just 
participating; we’re 
pushing for 
medals.” 
Maheshwari Chauhan

QUOTE REEL

PTI
COLOMBO

A magnificent career-best
century from Jemimah Ro-
drigues, coupled with stel-
lar half-centuries by Smriti
Mandhana and Deepti
Sharma, propelled India to
a commanding 23-run vic-
tory over a resilient South
Africa in the Women's Tri-
Nation ODI series here on
Wednesday. This triumph
secures India's spot in the
final against Sri Lanka.

Batting first, India
amassed a formidable 337

for 9, largely thanks to Ro-
drigues' dazzling 123 off
just 101 deliveries, which
included 15 boundaries and
a towering six. She forged
crucial partnerships, an 88-
run stand with opener
Smriti Mandhana (51) and a
brilliant 122-run partner-
ship with Deepti Sharma
(93). Sharma's aggressive
84-ball innings, studded
with 10 fours and two sixes,
ensured India finished with
a flourish despite missing
her century by a whisker.

While the South African
bowlers, including Masa-

bata Klaas (2/51), Nadine de
Klerk (2/54), and Non-
kululeko Mlaba (2/71), man-
aged to pick up wickets,
they couldn't contain the
Indian batting onslaught.

Chasing a daunting total,
South Africa began poorly,
losing opener Lara Goodall
(7) early. However, Tazmin
Brits (26) and Miane Smit
(39) steadied the innings
with a 63-run partnership.
Despite this recovery,
India's skipper Harman-
preet Kaur expertly rotated
her bowlers, making it dif-
ficult for the South African

batters to score freely.
Annerie Dercksen (81 off

80 balls) and stand-in cap-
tain Chloe Tryon (67 off 43
balls) mounted a spirited
fightback, adding 72 runs
for the sixth wicket. How-
ever, the ever-increasing
asking rate proved to be
their undoing. Despite a
late flurry after a brief in-
terruption due to poor
light with South Africa at
299/6, their efforts fell
short, as they eventually
finished at 314/7. Amanjot
Kaur (3/59) and Deepti
Sharma (2/57) were the pick

of the Indian bowlers, ef-
fectively restricting the
South African chase.

Earlier in the day, India
had a shaky start after being
asked to bat. In-form opener
Pratika Rawal (1) was dis-
missed cheaply, followed by
Harleen Deol (10). Skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur (28)
played a quickfire cameo be-
fore falling. It was the part-
nership between Mandhana
and Rodrigues that steadied
the ship, followed by the ex-
plosive stand between Ro-
drigues and Sharma that
propelled India to a com-

manding total.
With this victory, India

concluded their round-
robin stage with six points
from four matches. Sri
Lanka currently has four
points from three games
and could add two more if
they defeat South Africa in
their upcoming match on
Friday. Regardless of that
result, India has secured
their place in the final
against the hosts. South Af-
rica, having suffered their
third consecutive defeat,
are now out of contention
for the final, even though

they have one final match
against Sri Lanka remain-
ing.

Rodrigues reigns, India storm into final
COLOMBO BLAZE | Rodrigues lights up Colombo with a masterclass under pressure

BRIEF SCORES
INDIA � 337 for 9 in 50
overs (Jemimah Rodrigues
123, Deepti Sharma 93,
Smriti Mandhana 51; Ma-
sabata Klaas 2/51, Nadine
de Klerk 2/54, Nonkululeko
Mlaba 2/71) beat SOUTH
AFRICA� 314 for 7 in 50
overs (Annerie Dercksen
81, Chloe Tryon 67; Aman-
jot Kaur 3/59, Deepti
Sharma 2/57) by 23 runs

IANS
GAYA

In an inspiring showcase of
skill and heritage at the in-
augural medal session for in-
digenous sports in the Khelo
India Youth Games 2025,
Madhya Pradesh (MP) men’s
and women’s Mallakhamb
teams have surged to the top
of the podium with com-
manding performances at
the IIM Campus in Gaya,
Bihar.

Historic sweep in
Mallakhamb

The sport—an enthralling
blend of Yogasana, Gym-
nastics, and Wrestling with
roots tracing back hundreds
of years—found its modern
champion in the MP teams.
This year’s KIYG has emerged
as a pivotal platform, trans-
forming the Mallakhamb
landscape and ushering the
ancient sport into the contem-
porary national conscious-
ness.

Men’s Team: A
spectacular
display of skill

MP’s men's team, featuring
Yuvraj Rao Ghadge, Devendra
Patidar, Yatin Kori, Neeraj
Kachhawa, Daksh Kahar, and
Jayant Rathore, dazzled the
audience by accumulating a
stellar 123.60 points across
rope, hanging, and pole disci-
plines. Their performance
edged out formidable rivals
Maharashtra (122.50) and
Chhattisgarh (122.05).

Women’s Team:
Rising with
determination

Mirroring the men’s suc-
cess, the Madhya Pradesh

women’s Mallakhamb team
also emerged as champions,
outperforming fierce com-
petitors like the Tamil Nadu
girls' team and affirming MP’s
all-round dominance in the
discipline.

Beyond the
medals: The KIYG
impact

With new Mallakhamb
centres opening across the
country, KIYG 2025 is herald-
ing a renaissance in indigen-
ous sports. The event is not
only a battleground for
medals but a celebration of
culture, health, and national
pride—a journey into mo-
dernity while holding on to
timeless tradition.

Looking ahead
The resounding success of

the MP teams at KIYG 2025
sets a promising precedent for
the future of Mallakhamb. It
reinforces the narrative that
with the right infrastructure,
motivation from national
leadership, and a spirit of ex-
cellence, ancient sports can
inspire contemporary cham-
pions.

MALLAKHAMB MASTERY | Strength
in tradition, victory in action

MP teams dominate
KIYG 2025, redefining
tradition with gold

Dhar shuttlers
shine at MP
State Sub Junior
Badminton

Our Sports Reporter
DHAR

Dhar's young badminton tal-
ents, Priyanshu Baria and
Anay Yadav, emerged as
runners-up in the Under 11
Boys Doubles category at the
"MP State Level Mini and Sub
Junior Ranking Badminton
Competition" held in Mand-
saur.

Priyanshu Baria also se-
cured third place in the Under
11 Boys Singles.

Their coach, Sudhir Verma,
highlighted their journey to
the doubles final after a semi-
final victory. In the singles,
Priyanshu battled to claim the
third position.

Several other players
from Dhar also showcased
strong performances,
reaching the semifinals and
quarterfinals in various cat-
egories.
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