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Chandigarh: Even as India suc-
cessfully intercepted and
downed the incoming drones
and missiles from Pakistan
Thursday night, their debris
was found from various vil-
lages' fields of Punjab's Bath-
inda and Hoshiarpur districts
Friday morning.

According to reports, the
debris was recovered from vil-
lages of Tungwali, Bir Talab
and Gehri Baghi in Bathinda
district. However, one of these
missiles was reported to have
hit a house in the fields of
Tungwali village which dam-
aged a shed and the windows
of the house.

However, though no fatal-
ities or injuries were reported

from any part of the district,
the residents of various other
villages as well as Bathinda
city, claimed that they also
heard loud explosions.

The area where the said de-
bris was recovered, was cor-
doned off and the defence
personnel had taken away the
same for their forensic analy-

sis. Meanwhile, debris resem-
bling parts of a missile was
also recovered from a field in
Kamahi Devi village in Hos-
hiarpur district.

Acting promptly, an Indian
Air Force team took the debris
into their possession for inves-
tigation and analysis of the
same.

BORDER TENSION| Mann had called an emergency
meeting of Cabinet amid the heightened tensions
along the India-Pakistan border

Online Report
CHANDIGARH

Hours after India retaliated
against Pakistani drones and
missiles that attempted to tar-
get military facilities in cities
along the western and north-
ern frontiers of the region,
Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann announced on
Friday that his government
would buy its own anti-drone
systems for the state.

CM Bhagwant Mann stated
that Punjab shared a 532 km
border with Pakistan. “We have
six border districts. We will buy
our own anti-drone system.
The Border Security Force
(BSF) is also supporting us. The
BSF already has anti-drone sys-
tems. But we will buy more and
help the security personnel.
Drones will not be allowed to
enter our territory and will be
felled. Punjab stands with
India,” the Indian Express
quoted Mann as saying.

Punjab Govt On ‘Farishtey
Scheme’: On Friday, an
emergency meeting of the
Cabinet was called by Mann

amid the ongoing tensions
along the border. During the
meeting, he outlined the cabi-
net's decision on the ‘Farishtey
Scheme’, which would be ex-
tended to the victims of war
and terrorism. Currently,
under this scheme, road acci-
dent victims get immediate
help on the roads from the
Sadak Surakheya Force.

“Considering the ongoing
circumstances, we have de-
cided that the scheme would
also cover victims of war and
terrorism. Under this scheme,
free medical treatment would
be given to these victims,”
Mann added.

He mentioned that the gov-
ernment was maintaining
constant communication with
the deputy commissioners
and tehsildars in the border
regions. “We will coordinate
with the Army. There is no
need to panic, no need to
listen to any rumours. Some
shells have been found in
fields. But Punjabis do not fear
anything. They have always
stood firm with the country.
Punjab will stand guard for
the Tricolour and its waters.
We have filled all the vacant
posts in the border areas to
ensure that we are on top of
the situation,” Mann added.
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Bihar enhances security
along Nepal border
Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA

Bihar government has scaled
up its efforts to maintain a
close vigil in districts, border-
ing Nepal in view of Operation
Sindoor as chief minister Nit-
ish Kumar is all set to hold a
high level meeting with senior
administrative and police offi-
cials in Purnia on Saturday.

Bihar shares a 729-km long
border with Nepal as seven
districts of the state border its
Himalayan neighbour. These
districts are West Champaran,
East Champaran, Sitmarhi,
Madhubani, Supaul, Araria
and Kishanganj. Bihar is also
close to the Bangladesh
border.

District magistrates and SPs
of all districts bordering
Nepal have been asked to keep
full vigil on all important
places and establishments in
their respective areas. They
have also been directed to
check the circulation of fake
news and rumours through
social media and other
handles.

Meanwhile, Bihar govern-

ment has also cancelled leaves
of all administrative and police
personnel and also the dis-
aster management depart-
ment's officials. A circular
issued by the general adminis-
tration department directed
all civil and police officials
across the state to remain sta-
tioned at their respective posts
"in view of the sensitive cir-
cumstances prevailing in the
country." The communication
further instructed that leave
applications should not be ac-
cepted "except in unavoidable
circumstances." The Sashastra
Seema Bal (SSB) has also can-
celled leaves of its jawans, and
they are now working round-
the-clock with district police
teams to monitor key border
regions. Officials from the
Health Department have also
been instructed to remain on
high alert.

On the other hand, Bihar
development commissioner
cum disaster management de-
partment`s additional chief
secretary Pratyay Amrit on
Friday reviewed preparations
being made to deal with any
eventuality.

MHA directs states,
UTs to invoke
emergency powers
to protect people
Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

Home Minister Amit Shah on
Friday conducted a number of
high-level meetings in view of
the ongoing Operation Sin-
door. During the day, the Min-
istry of Home Affairs also
wrote to the Chief Secretaries
of all states and administra-
tors of all Union Territories
seeking the invocation of
emergency powers under
civil defence rules for emerg-
ency procurement.

Shah met National Security
Adviser Ajit Doval to discuss
the situation arising out of
Pakistan intensifying use of
drones and missiles and shel-
ling and firing across the Line
of Control on Thursday, which
led to loss of lives and prop-
erty in Jammu and Kashmir.

The Minister held a meet-
ing on border and airport se-
curity with the director
generals of the BSF and the
CISF to discuss how well the
border regions were prepared
to deal with any escalation.

Missiles’ debris recovered from
Bathinda, Hoshiarpur villages

52 TN students
stranded in J-K,
steps on to bring
them home
Chennai: As many as 52

students from Tamil Nadu
pursuing higher education in
Jammu and Kashmir and four
others on an educational tour
to that state have been
stranded owing to the devel-
opments across the border
and steps were on to bring
them home safely, the state
government said on Friday.

The students were cur-
rently pursuing agriculture,
horticulture, fisheries, sericul-
ture, NIFT, and NIT.

Punjab to deploy anti-drone
systems along Pakistan border
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