
Ahmedabad: An Air India
crash victim’s daughter, Fal-
guni, on Friday said she was
willing to pay the airline
owner, Tata Group, Rs 2 crore
if  it could bring back her fa-
ther. The group has an-
nounced Rs 1 crore for each
flier who perished in Thurs-
day’s crash.

Videos of  the distraught
Falguni’s outburst went vi-
ral Friday as she waited with
others at Ahmedabad’s BJ
Medical College to give blood
samples for DNA identifica-
tion of  the charred remains.

Emotions ran high as
many were seen breaking
down at the hospital. “Can
the compensation an-
nounced by Tata Group ever
bring back my father? I will
pay Rs 2 crore to them if  they
can bring back my father,
who always preferred trav-
elling on Air India… My
mother is sick, and she needs
my father. I need his love and
affection,” Falguni said.

Hospital officials said
sampling of  219 people was
completed on Friday. The
procedure is likely to take 48
to 72 hours and the initial
identification process could
begin from Saturday. TNN

Will give ̀̀ 2cr,
bring back my
father: Woman 
to Tata Group
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Ahmedabad: Even as the
on-ground toll in the Air
India Dreamliner crash rose
to 33, with 29 more bodies
being found or identified on
Friday, the families of  sever-
al people still deemed ‘mis-
sing’ continued to wait anx-
iously for news of  their kin.

Ashok Patni, who lives
nearby, said his 55-year-old
uncle was missing since the
crash. “He was at the crash
site around that time. We
have been searching for him
since. My cousin gave a blood
sample to help determine
whether one of  the bodies is
that of  my uncle.”

Another person reported
missing is Arshdeep Banga, a
20-year-old IT professional.
“We pray he is safe,” said his
mother, Ranjit Kaur, a resi-
dent of  Meghaninagar.

Nilam Patni, a resident of
Meghaninagar, lost her
14-year-old brother in the
tragedy while her mother,
Sita Patni, is in intensive
care. “My mother is a street
vendor who sits near the New
Mental Hospital compound.
My brother had gone to deliv-
er her lunch and dozed off
beside her,” she said.

DNA collection started at

BJ Medical College early on
Friday. By the afternoon, at
least 219 samples had been
collected from relatives of
the victims. The bodies of
eight identified victims were
immediately handed over to
their families, officials said. 

“Most bodies are charred
or mutilated, making visual
identification impossible,” a
senior official said. “DNA
matching will take between

48 and 72 hours, after we can
confirm the toll.”

Teams from NDRF, SDRF
and the fire and emergency
services department were in-
volved in the search oper-
ations. Airports Authority of
India said the Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau
began their probe on Thurs-
day itself, assisted by 40-odd
personnel designated for the
task by the state govt.

Many Families
Await News Of
‘Missing’ Kin

Bodies of 8 victims handed to kin,
DNA matching to take 48-72 hours
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Ahmedabad: Authorities
probing the AI 171 crash reco-
vered the aircraft’s black box
on Friday, more than 28 hours
after the accident took place.

The black box, which in-
cludes the Flight Data Record-
er (FDR) and Cockpit Voice
Recorder (CVR), was found on
the rooftop of  the UG & PG
mess building at BJ Medical
College in Meghaninagar.
The aircraft had crashed into
the hostel and mess Thursday
afternoon, minutes after dep-
arting from Ahmedabad airp-
ort. The State Disaster Respo-
nse Force had found the airc-
raft’s Emergency Locator Tr-
ansmitter on Thursday night.

The Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation Bureau (AAIB)
confirmed the discovery.
Civil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu announced
the recovery of  the black box
on social media, adding that
it would be of  significant
help in determining the
cause of  the accident.

Meanwhile, Ahmedabad
city police registered a case of
accidental death at Meghani-
nagar police station and beg-
an an investigation.

According to police, the
first call about the crash and
fire was received at 1.44pm on
Thursday. The crash occurred

at the Old IGP Campus, which
houses residential blocks for
MBBS students and resident
doctors from BJ Medical Col-
lege, affiliated with the Civil
Hospital.

Officials said most passen-
gers and crew had been char-
red beyond recognition. Their
remains were transported to
the Civil Hospital. The fire al-
so resulted in casualties
among residents of  the hostel
buildings. However, govt was
yet to reveal those figures.

Black box recovered
from roof of medical

college building

The black box, which
includes the Flight Data
Recorder and Cockpit
Voice Recorder, will be
of significant help in
determining the cause of
the Air India plane crash

Explaining India’s deci-
sion to abstain during a
UNGA vote on a resolu-

tion seeking immediate, un-
conditional and lasting cease-
fire in Gaza, India’s perma-
nent representative to UN, In-
dian ambassador P Harish,
however, said it was in line
with its abstention earlier on
two other resolutions — one

in 2022 that referred “viola-
tion by Israel of  the right of
the Palestinian people to self-
determination” to the Inter-
national Court of  Justice and
another in 2024 asking Israel
to abide by UN Charter and
endorsing the work of  UNR-
WA that was banned by Israel.

Harish said India is deeply
concerned at the deepening

humanitarian crisis and con-
demned the loss of  civilian
lives. He also reiterated In-
dia’s position that it has al-
ways been on the side of
peace. 

Indian ambassador said
there’s a need to work to-
wards creating conditions for
early resumption of  direct
peace negotiations. TNN

‘Continuing argumentation
& accusations hinder peace’

Panaji: Following pressure from coastal belt
MLAs, Goa CM Pramod Sawant said cab
aggregators like Ola and Uber will not be
allowed in the state, as state govt notified the
draft Goa Transport Guidelines, 2025, seeking
objections and suggestions. TNN

No entry for Ola, Uber in Goa: CM
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HC order on primary
teachers’ appointment:
Calcutta High Court on Friday
directed the West Bengal Board
of Primary Education (WBBPE)
to include petitioners, who are
similarly placed with those who
moved the Supreme Court and

Bhattacharyya observed on
Friday. The case pertains to
petitioners who participated in
the 2022 recruitment
process and were employed on
Aug 10, 2017. They possessed
diploma in elementary
education programme. TNN

received a favourable order, in
its eligibility verification
process for appointments in
state-run primary schools.
“There is no justification in
penalising similarly placed
candidates who didn’t move
the SC,” Justice Saugata
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Ahmedabad: Viswashku-
mar Ramesh, the miracle sur-
vivor of  Thursday’s crash,
had a special visitor on Fri-
day. PM Narendra Modi spoke
to him in Gujarati at the hos-
pital where he is recuperat-
ing, Dhirendra Somabhai,
Viswash’s cousin, told TOI. 

“Kevu chhe tane? (How are
you feeling?),” Modi asked, be-
fore inquiring if  he was re-
ceiving good care. Viswash re-
plied that he was feeling bet-
ter. “Viswash lost Ajay, his
younger brother, in the crash.
The PM offered him his condo-
lences and asked him to re-
main strong and take care of
the family,” said Somabhai.

“When I opened my eyes af-
ter the plane went down, I real-
ised I was alive. I saw charred
bodies of  an air hostess and
elderly passengers,” Viswash
later said. “I unfastened the
seatbelt and escaped.”

Ajay was seated in a differ-
ent row, on 11J. He is among
the victims whose DNA
confirmation is awaited. 

Viswash, originally from
Diu, said immediately after
take-off, he sensed something
was wrong. “Within five to 10
seconds, I felt the plane had got
stuck... The lights turned

white and green. The plane
was trying to race for take-off,
and then it crashed...”

He was lucky his side of  the
aircraft did not fall on the hos-
tel for medical students. “That
part landed on the ground, and
I could see there was space out-
side (to move). So, when my
door broke, I attempted an es-
cape and was successful,” he
said. “The other side was bloc-
ked by a wall so nobody could
have escaped from there.”

Viswash’s father, who res-
ides in London, is scheduled to
arrive in Ahmedabad on Sat-
urday to attend the last rites of
Ajay. Viswash and Ajay, along
with their families and paren-
ts, have lived in London for 15
years, managing a garment
business in England and a
fishing operation in Diu.

‘5-10 secs after take-off,
I felt plane was stuck...’

PM Modi meets Viswashkumar in
a hospital in Ahmedabad on Friday
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Ahmedabad: With bodies charred beyond recognition, the
identification of most of the victims requires DNA analysis. But, a
neurosurgeon managed to identify his pregnant wife from the
pendant of her mangalsutra, reports Bharat Yagnik.

Dr Pradeep Solanki was living with his wife Kajal, a homeopath,
on the fifth floor of Atulyam-4, the residential quarters for super-
specialty students. Solanki’s friend in the department said Kajal was
pregnant, and the couple had returned from their native town Talaja
in Bhavnagar district a day before the accident, after celebrating
their baby shower ceremony. At the time of the plane crash,
Dr Solanki was at his workplace, while Kajal was in the building.

Doc IDs pregnant wife from mangalsutra

Relatives of a victim mourn outside a hospital in Ahmedabad on Friday
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