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Bhopal: A significant tripar-
tite Memorandum of  Under-
standing (MoU) was signed
on Friday to foster extensive
collaboration between Fran-
ce and Madhya Pradesh in
cultural and tourism doma-
ins. This event took place in
the presence of  chief  mini-
ster Mohan Yadav, who presi-
ded over the ceremony.

The three-year agree-
ment, which can be extended
through mutual agreement,
was signed by French Am-
bassador Dr Thierry Mat-
hou, principal secretary of
tourism and culture Sheo
Shekhar Shukla and Alliance
Française de Bhopal presi-
dent Akhilesh Verma. The
aim is to establish Madhya
Pradesh as a centre for Indo-
French cultural and tourism
partnerships.

CM Yadav discussed the
strong Indo-French rela-

tions, particularly following
PM Narendra Modi’s visit to
France. He shared plans for
his upcoming visit to France,
highlighting Madhya Pra-
desh’s preparedness for cul-
tural and commercial colla-
borations, with an emphasis
on industrial growth, entre-
preneurial initiatives and
handicraft development.

French Ambassador Dr
Thierry Mathou remarked,
“We are very happy to estab-

lish this important coopera-
tion with the govt of  Madhya
Pradesh. France mainly
works on tourism, security,
environment, and education.
This MoU will further streng-
then the cultural diplomacy
between the two countries,
which will open new opportu-
nities in the field of  art, edu-
cation, and tourism.”

The agreement includes
collaborative cultural pro-
grammes encompassing art

festivals, music events, dance
exhibitions, film screenings,
culinary activities and other
cultural initiatives. Plans in-
clude creating an annual In-
do-French cultural schedule
and translating tourism ma-
terials into French.

The programme also in-
cludes French language and
cultural training for tourism
personnel and guides.

This partnership aims to
strengthen the state’s cultu-
ral diplomacy while provi-
ding international opportu-
nities for local artists, arti-
sans, students, and cultural
organisations, helping estab-
lish Madhya Pradesh’s inter-
national presence.

Principal Secretary of  In-
dustry Raghavendra Kumar
Singh, French Consul Gene-
ral Jean-Marc Serre-Charle,
French Embassy Political Co-
unselor Shad Joynal Abedin,
and Alliance Française re-
presentatives attended the
signing event.
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CM Mohan Yadav and French Ambassador Dr Thierry Mathou during
the signing of an MoU between MP and France in Bhopal on Friday

Bhopal: Three persons were
killed and two others seriously
injured when a wall collapsed
during a heavy storm and rain-
fall in Gwalior’s Shankarpur
area on Friday evening.

The victims were sitting
under a tin shed when a por-
tion of  a two-storey house sud-
denly gave way, burying them
under the debris. The incident
occurred at the residence of
Mahendra Singh Ingle in the
Bhavpur police station area.
Ingle, who owns an adjacent
plot with a tin shed, had taken
shelter there along with five
others as strong winds and ra-
in battered the city.

Six persons were trapped
under the rubble. Police rea-
ched the scene and launched
rescue operations. The inju-
red were rushed to the hospi-
tal, where doctors declared
three of  them dead.

Two others — including
the homeowner — remain in
critical condition. Victims
Identified The deceased have
been identified as: Javed, 32, Is-
rael 40 and Mafrat 35. The inju-
red were identified as Maahir
20 and Mahendra Singh Ingle.
Both are currently receiving
treatment and remain in serio-
us condition. TNN

3 killed, 2 injured
as wall collapses

in Gwalior

Gwalior: A 36-year-old wo-
man from Gwalior district di-
ed by suicide after being du-
ped of  nearly Rs 2 lakh by cy-
ber scammers while she tried
to buy a puppy online.

Police said Reena Prajapa-
ti, had been trying to buy a
puppy from a website when
fraudsters tricked her into
scanning a QR code after
which Rs 1.93 lakh was sipho-
ned from her bank account.

Shocked and scared, Ree-
na consumed poison and later
died during treatment. The in-
cident occurred in the Bhatt
Wali Pahadi locality of  Krish-
na Nagar, under the Old Can-
tonment police station area.

Reena, a mother of  three,
had been searching online for
a pet dog when she came
across what appeared to be a
legitimate website on the eve-
ning of  June 10. The fraud-
sters offered her a puppy pri-
ced at just Rs 5,000 and sent
her images along with a QR
code via WhatsApp. Trusting
the process, she scanned the

code to make the payment —
only to find Rs1,93,000 debited
from her account in multiple
transactions immediately.

After realizing that she
had been duped, Reena pa-
nicked and consumed poison.
In a chilling voice message re-
covered later, she addressed
the fraudsters directly, saying:
"You’ve been calling me again
and again, but the money
hasn’t come. I’ve consumed
poison. My children are going
to the police station. If  you
want to come, bring the mo-
ney quickly." Her husband,
Rajendra Prajapati — who
works in the transport sector
— rushed home upon hearing
of  the incident and found Ree-
na in critical condition. She
was first taken to a nearby pri-
vate hospital and later refer-
red to Jayarogya Hospital,
where she succumbed in the
early hours of  Thursday. Ba-
sed on her husband’s compla-
int, Old Cantonment police
have registered a case against
unidentified people. TNN

Woman dies by suicide after
losing `̀2 lakh to cyber cons 

Bhopal: Bhopal collector
Kaushlendra Vikram
Singh was presented with a
citation and a memento on
behalf  of  governor Mang-
ubhai Patel. This recogni-
tion was for the welfare pro-
grammes being run for the
families of  martyred soldi-
ers and ex-servicemen, as
well as for collecting funds
for the Armed Forces Flag
Fund, exceeding the target
given to Bhopal district.

Retired Colonel Rajiv
Khatri presented the cita-
tion and the memento to the
collector on behalf  of  the
governor. An amount of  Rs
15,08,081 was collected aga-
inst the target of  Rs
13,51,900 by Bhopal district
in the year 2024-25 for the
welfare of  ex-servicemen
and the families of  marty-
red soldiers. 

Bhopal collector
honoured for his
role in welfare of
ex-servicemen
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Bhopal: Four members of  a
family in Rewa died of  suspec-
ted diarrhoea. The incident
took place at Nirala Nagar un-
der ward 9 of  the town.

There was a function at a
house on June 9, where guests
consumed water from a tank.
Nine members fell ill. Of  tho-
se, four died while three recu-
perated, and two are still ad-
mitted to the hospital. 

The deceased have been
identified as Chhutani Kol
(80), Devrati Kol, (70), Jyoti
Kol (18), and a one-year-old
child. Jyoti Kol died on Thurs-
day morning. Thereafter, he-
alth department teams rus-
hed to the area. It is suspected
that they consumed water
from a tank, which was filled
using a bore well. The tank, fa-
mily members said, has not
been cleaned for several
months, and it is suspected
that it may have led to conta-
mination,” chief  medical and
health officer, Rewa, Dr Sanje-
ev Shukla told TOI. TNN

Diarrhoea kills
four of a family

in Rewa

Gwalior: The second match
of  the Madhya Pradesh Pre-
mier League (MPL) Scindia
Cup between Bhopal Leo-
pards and Jabalpur Royal
Lions at Shrimant Madhav-
rao Scindia Cricket Stadium
here remained unfinished
due to rain. Both teams recei-
ved one point each. 

The game could not advan-
ce beyond the first innings. Ja-
balpur’s decision to field first
after winning the toss appea-
red advantageous. Jabalpur
Royal Lions displayed tactical
awareness by choosing to
bowl first. Their decision pro-
ved fruitful as Bhopal Leo-
pards struggled early in their

innings. The powerplay overs
were particularly challenging
for Bhopal, who lost three cru-
cial wickets whilst scoring 55
runs.

The match highlighted so-
me notable performances and
setbacks. The much-anticipa-
ted return of  IPL player Ani-
ket Verma was brief, mana-

ging only a solitary six. This
was a stark contrast to his pre-
vious MPL season’s dominant
display as the leading run-sco-
rer and six-hitter. Bhopal’s
batting lineup faced further
pressure when half  their side
was dismissed with just 90
runs on the board.

However, Madhav Tiwari,
recently signed by Delhi Capi-
tals, demonstrated his worth
with a composed knock. His
unbeaten 31 runs from 20 balls
helped stabilise the innings.

The weather intervention
came when Bhopal reached
130 for 6 in 16 overs. The offici-
als waited patiently for 90 mi-
nutes, hoping for conditions
to improve. However, the per-
sistent rainfall left no choice
but to abandon the match.

MPL match abandoned due to rain
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Ground staff at Shrimant Madhav-
rao Scindia Cricket Stadium pull
covers as rain plays spoilsport
during Bhopal Leopards and Jabal-
pur Royal Lions match in Gwalior

Bhopal: A 42-year-old man
was electrocuted in Habib-
ganj on Thursday. 

According to police, the
deceased, Shahid Khan (42),
ran a small upholstery busi-
ness at Ankur Complex. Po-
lice said that on Thursday,
neighbours found him un-
conscious inside his rented
room. A live electric wire
was found lying nearby. Lo-
cals rushed him to a private
hospital, where doctors re-
ferred him to another facili-
ty. He was taken to a hospi-
tal in Arera Colony, where
doctors declared him bro-
ught dead. Preliminary in-
vestigations suggest that
Shahid suffered a fatal elec-
tric shock, with visible
burns near his thumb. TNN

Man electrocuted
in Habibganj

Raja Raghuvanshi’s family
arrived in Ujjain on Friday

to perform his ‘Pindadaan’ (last
rites) at the Siddha Vat Ghat.
Govind, Sonam’s brother, was
also present with Raja’s family
during the rituals as they
prayed for peace to the soul and
sought capital punishment for
the accused.

Raja’s brother, Vipin, ex-
plained that it was10 days since
Raja died. The entire family
travelled to Ujjain for the ritu-
als. When Govind called and
asked to join them, Vipin said,
“We told him he could come.
You feel the guilt for your sis-
ter’s mistake.” Govind, So-
nam’s brother, had publicly
apologised to Raja’s family and
sought strictest punishment for
his sister, who is the prime ac-
cused in the murder.

Govid said, “If  I knew about
Raj and Sonam’s affair earlier, I
would have arranged their mar-
riage. There was no pressure on
her from our family. She was a
free-spirited girl; if  she didn’t
want to marry, she could have
simply said so.” He reiterated
that Sonam’s actions are unfor-
givable and that he still consid-
ers Raja’s family as his own. TNN
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Bhopal: Chief  minister
Mohan Yadav on Friday di-
rected that the metro rail
projects in the state must be
completed with high quali-
ty and within stipulated
timelines. He emphasised
that the Bhopal and Indore
Metro rail projects should
be completed on priority. 

He also instructed that
all departments, including
public works and related
agencies should work in co-
ordination to avoid any dif-
ficulties during execution
of  the projects. CM Yadav
was reviewing the progress
of  the Madhya Pradesh
Metro Rail Projects on Fri-
day at Samatva Bhavan in
CM residence.

The Bhopal Metro rail
project was approved in
Nov 2018. The total length
of  both lines in the city is
approximately 30 km, with
30 stations, including 2 un-
derground stations. The es-
timated cost of  the project
is Rs 10,033 crore. Initially,

27 trains with 3 coaches
each will be operated,
which can be expanded to 6-
coach trains in the future.
The Orange Line- From Ka-
rond square to AIIMS, Sa-
ket Nagar, Blue Line- From
Bhadbhada square to Rat-
nagiri tri-section. The Met-
ro depot will be established
at Subhash Nagar The first
phase of  the Bhopal Metro
— from Pul Bogda to AIIMS
(7 km, 8 stations) — is tar-
geted for completion by Aug
2025. The second phase (Ka-
rond square to Pul Bogda, 9
km, 6 stations) will include
2 underground stations.
The third phase (Bhadbha-
da square to Ratnagiri tri-
section, 14.16 km) will have
14 elevated stations. Both
the second and third phases
are scheduled for comple-
tion by June 2028.

CM: Complete Metro
projects in Indore &
Bhopal on priority
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Bhopal: Police in Piplani an-
nounced on Friday the appre-
hension of  Ilyas Khan, a wan-
ted burglar who had managed
to avoid capture for about two
months. The arrest came after
police had previously detai-
ned his associate, Asif  Khan,
who was also linked to several
burglaries in the Piplani and
Sukhi Sewania regions.

Police apprehended Ilyas
Khan near Bhopal Railway
Station on June 12 following
intelligence information.

Police detained Ilyas
Khan, a resident of  Garam
Gadda, Bajaria, in a planned
operation. He admitted du-
ring questioning to entering
locked houses at night—once
in Gopal Nagar and once in
Balaji Nagar, Piplani. In both
incidents, he and his partner
broke door locks, searched
cupboards, and took jewellery
and money.

Police recovered stolen
gold and silver jewellery valu-
ed at approximately Rs 6lakh
from various locations in Ga-

ram Gadda, Bajaria and
Adarsh Nagar following his
confession. Additional reco-
veries from other burglary ca-
ses are anticipated during po-
lice custody. TNN

Notorious burglar nabbed
with `̀6L jewellery in Piplani 

Police said Khan
admitted to executing

two burglaries in Piplani
during the past two months. 

April 18: A 57-year-old
man Ram Kishore Pushpak
filed a complaint regarding
stolen gold and silver
jewellery from his house at
A, Sector Gopal Nagar in
Piplani. 

May 26: A 38-year-old
woman Priyanka Sharma
reported theft of one gold
chain, two gold earrings,
two small gold tops, two
gold rings, and three silver
anklets from her house at at
A, Block Tirupati M2 High
Rises, Ayodhya Bypass in
Piplani. 

Jewel Thief

ZERO SHADOW DAY 
A Moeed Faruqui

Youngsters celebrate ‘Zero Shadow Day’ at Regional Science Centre
Bhopal on Friday. The special astronomical event, in which the sun
directly comes overhead casting no shadow of an object, occurred
for Bhopal on June 13 at 12.20 PM
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