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Six more cities in Bihar will get air
connectivity, with the state cabinet
on Tuesday giving its nod for the
signing of an agreement in this re-
gard with the Airports Authority
of India (AAI), officials said. The
new airports will be developed in
Madhubani, Birpur in Supaul,
Munger, Valmiki Nagar in Bettiah,
Muzaffarpur and Saharsa under
the Centre's regional connectivity
scheme UDAN, they said.

The cabinet, headed by Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, gave its go-
ahead for signing the Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU)
between the state's Directorate of
Aviation and the AAI for devel-
oping the airports, they added. "A
total of Rs 150 crore has been allo-

cated, with Rs 25 crore for the de-
velopment of each airport," Addi-
tional Chief Secretary S Siddharth
told reporters.

The decision was taken with a
few months left for the assembly
elections in the state.

The cabinet also gave its nod to
the issuance of the Letter of Award
(LoA) to Kumar Infratrade Enter-
prises Ltd for the construction of a

five-star hotel near Income Tax
Golumber in Patna, he said.

"The hotel will be developed on
the public-private partnership
(PPP) mode, and the land will be
given on a 90-year lease. The bid-
ding process for the construction
of two more five-star hotels, near
Bankipore Bus Stand and near R
Golumber in Patna, is also being fi-
nalised," he added.
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Cong creating confusion on census: BJP

POINT-COUNTERPOINT| Saffron party says caste details will be part of exercise; Grand Old party says adequate
funds not provided for such a major project

Gaurav Vivek 
Bhatnagar 
NEW DELHI 

A day after the Ministry of 
Home Affairs notified the 
conduct of the National 
Population Census 2027, the 
BJP on Tuesday accused the 
Congress of misleading 
people on the issue of caste 
enumeration being part of 
the population census. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the party head-
quarters, BJP MP and 
national spokesperson Sud-
hanshu Trivedi said the Con-
gress was deliberately 
creating confusion over the 
issue of caste census not 
being part of the census. He 
said it was without any 
rhyme or reason that it was 
alleging that the Centre “in-
advertently” dropped the 

caste clause from the official 
notification. 

“The notification clearly 
stated that along with the 
census, for the first time in 

the history of independent 
India, a social, economic sur-
vey, and caste census will also 
be conducted,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Congress gen-

eral secretary Sachin Pilot on 
Tuesday again questioned 
the sincerity of the Centre in 
conducting a caste census 
along with the national 

population census and al-
leged that adequate funding 
has not been provided for 
such a major exercise. 

He claimed that while the 
Centre plans to start the ex-
ercise in 2027 and the 
required funding for the cen-
sus was Rs 10,000 crores, the 
government has only allo-
cated Rs 574 crores. “The ob-
jective is not just to collect 
data on an individual’s caste 
but to understand the living 
conditions of these families 
and create policies to sub-
stantially improve their liveli-
hoods. Without tangible 

data, no state or central gov-
ernment can implement tar-
geted interventions, which is 
what we aimed to achieve,”
Pilot said. 
CONG ON INFLATION 

Congress on Tuesday 
painted a grim picture of the 
economy as it claimed that 
“people's savings in the 
country are decreasing, debt 
is increasing” and that “this 
clearly means that on one 
hand inflation is increasing, 
on the other hand people’s 
income is decreasing.” 

Sharing a report on the 
findings of CareEdge on the 

Indian economy, Congress 
general secretary Jairam Ra-
mesh said “people are either 
withdrawing their savings or 
are forced to survive by tak-
ing loans”. 

Ramesh made the remarks 
on “X” while sharing a report 
on the economy which 
pointed out that India's GDP 
growth for Q4 FY25 stood at 
6.8% with the overall FY25 
growth being 6.5% -- some-
thing which indicates a mod-
eration from the 9.2% growth 
in the previous fiscal year, 
FY24. The worrisome part, as 
pointed out by the report, re-
mained the household sav-
ings which came down from 
32.2 per cent in 2015 to 30.7 
per cent in 2024. Due to a fall 
for the third successive year, 
the report said the house-
hold savings have dropped to 
18.1 per cent of the GDP. 
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3 men steal
SUV at
gunpoint
Three men allegedly stole
an SUV by threatening the
driver at gunpoint near the
Qutub Institutional Area in
southwest Delhi, police on
Tuesday said. The men al-
legedly forced the driver
to the back seat when they
carried out the carjacking
on Shaheed Jeet Singh
Marg around 5 am on Sun-
day and removed him
from the car after an hour.

NOIDA

Man held for
Rs 50 lakh
cyber fraud
Police have arrested a per-
son for allegedly duping a
man of Rs 50 lakh through
digital arrest, officials said
on Tuesday. According to
police, the accused, Sumit,
posed as an employee of
the Telecom department
threatened the victim with
money laundering charges
against him.
He forced the victim to
transfer Rs 50 lakh into
various bank accounts, po-
lice said. On May 26, the
victim filed a complaint
against Sumit. He was ar-
rested on Tuesday, Mani-
sha Singh, Additional DCP,
Cyber Crime said. During
the investigation, the po-
lice found that Sumit had
two cases registered
against him on the Na-
tional Cybercrime Repor-
ting Portal (NCRP) from
Uttar Pradesh and Maha-
rashtra.

KOCHI

Bomb threat to
Kochi-Delhi
Indigo flight
A bomb threat was on
Tuesday received with re-
gard to an Indigo flight
which arrived here from
Muscat and departed for
Delhi, prompting it to make
an emergency landing at
Nagpur airport for under-
going inspection, the Co-
chin International Airport
Ltd (CIAL) said. It said that
the threat was received on
its official email ID about
the Indigo flight which de-
parted for Delhi with 157
passengers and six crew at
9.31 am. Subsequently, a
Bomb Threat Assessment
Committee (BTAC) was
convened and the threat
was declared as "specific",
CIAL said.

JAIPUR

Fake astrologer
arrested from
Jaipur
A self-styled astrologer
who duped victims by
promising to rid their life of
negative energy through
paid spiritual remedies was
apprehended by the Delhi
Police in Jaipur, an official
said on Tuesday. The
matter came to light after a
28-year-old woman, an
analyst in an IT company,
alleged that she had been
duped of about Rs 3 lakh
by the accused, identified
as Sumit Bhargav (35).

NEW DELHI

Rape charge:
AIIMS doc
granted bail
The Delhi High Court has
granted bail to an AIIMS
doctor accused of raping a
woman on the promise of
marriage, prima facie ob-
serving they were in "an
active and consensual live-
in relationship". Justice

Shalinder Kaur, who was
hearing the bail plea of the
junior resident doctor, said
the woman got more FIRs
registered for similar of-
fences against others and
some cases, including that
of extortion, were also filed
against her.

Sharing a report on thefindings of CareEdge
on the Indian economy, Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh said “people are
either withdrawing their savings or are
forced to survive by taking loans

Bihar to get 6 new airports,
Cabinet gives key approval

Archaeologist's
transfer: TN uproar
N Chithra
CHENNAI

Days after archaeologist
Amarnath Ramakrishna
refused to revise his find-
ings from the Keeladi exca-
vation in Tamil Nadu, he
has been transferred by
the ASI, reigniting the
political controversy over
the Centre's handling of re-
search into ancient Tamil
civilisation.

ED summons Shivakumar,

his brother: The Enforcement
DirectoratehassummonedKar-
nataka Deputy Chief Minister D
KShivakumarandhisbrotherD

K Suresh, for questioning in an
alleged cheating case linked to a
moneylaunderingprobeagainst
a local woman, official sources
said on Tuesday. The federal

probe agency had arrested the
localwoman--33-year-oldAish-
warya Gowda -- in April follow-
ing searches against her and
Congress MLA Vinay Kulkarni.
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