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Slovakia said that it reserves
therighttodecidehowtoreach
the target by NATO’s new 2035
deadline.

“We are not living in happy
land after the Berlin Wall came
down. We are living in much
more dangerous times and
there are enemies, adversaries
who might want to attack us,”
NATO Secretary-General Mark
Rutte said ahead of the sum-
mit in The Hague. “We have to
make sure that we defend our
beautiful way of life and sys-
tems and our values,” he said.

Ahead of the two-day meet-
ing, Britain, France and
Germany committed to the 5
per cent goal. Host country the
Netherlands is also onboard.

Nations closer to the borders
of Ukraine, Russia and its ally
Belarushadpreviouslypledged
to do so. Trump’s first appear-
ance at NATO since returning
to the White House was sup-
posed to center on how the US
secured the historic military
spendingpledgefromothersin
the security alliance — effec-
tively bending it to its will.

But in the spotlight instead
now is Trump’s decision to
strikethreenuclearenrichment
facilitiesinIranthattheadmin-
istration says eroded Tehran’s
nuclear ambitions, as well as
the President’s sudden
announcement that Israel and
Iran had reached a “complete
and total ceasefire”.

malpracticesanddebarredher
from holding any elected post
under the Representative of
PeoplesAct.Theverdictiswide-
ly believed to have led to impo-
sition of Emergency on June
25, 1975. Gandhi had won the
1971 Lok Sabha election from
the Rae Bareli seat in Uttar
Pradeshbydefeatingheroppo-
nent Narain.

Narain challenged her elec-
tion alleging electoral mal-
practicessayingGandhi’selec-
tion agent Yashpal Kapoor was
aGovernmentservantandthat
she used government officials

for personal election related
work.

“This darkest period (of
Emergency)forlibertyinIndia’s
historypost-independencewas
markedbybothpoliticalabuse
of constitutional powers and
authoritarianism by Congress
leadershipunderIndiraGandhi
as well as ... Atrocious judicial
response of Supreme Court
amountingtosurrenderbefore
authoritarianism,” Dwivedi
said.

He also referred to the his-
toric judgement in the
Kesavananda Bharati case.

UN-proscribed terror groups
such as Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT),
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM), Al
Qaeda, ISIS and its affiliates.

The NSA said New Delhi
launched Operation Sindoor
to dismantle terror infrastruc-
ture and deter terrorists from
carrying out attacks in India
following the Pahalgam terror
strike.

In response to the attack in
PahalgaminwhichTRF,aproxy
of LeT, killed 26 Indian and
Nepalesenationalsandinjured
severalothersaftersegregating
them on the basis of religion,

India launched Operation
Sindoor to dismantle terror
infrastructure, he said. 

Doval said India’s actions
were “measured and non esca-
latory”. 

The NSA highlighted the
need to “shun double stan-
dards” in the fight against ter-
rorismandtakedecisiveactions
against UN proscribed terror-
ists and entities like LeT, JeM
and their proxies.

Doval specifically called for
dismantling the terror infra-
structure of these groups and
their terror eco-systems. 

-- while energy prices may rise
moderately, the path of food
priceswillhaveahigherimpact
on inflation. Overall, we do not
expect significant pressure on
the Indian rupee or inflation,”
Rana said.

India imports more than 85
per cent of its crude oil and
roughly half of its natural gas
requirement. More than 40 per
cent of the oil imports and half
of gas imports come from the
Middle East.

RatesofthebenchmarkBrent
crude futures fell to around
USD 69 a barrel on Tuesday
morning after US President
DonaldTrumpannouncedthat
Israel and Iran have agreed to
a“completeandtotalceasefire”.

S&P in its quarterly report
on Asia Pacific economies said
current conditions on global
energy markets--which are
well-supplied-- make long-
term impact on oil prices lead-
ing to price rise unlikely.
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US President Donald Trump
has repeatedly accused India
ofbeingaveryhightariffnation.
Trump had called India a “tar-
iff king” and a “big abuser”.

She said that the number of
tariff rates was brought down
to eight in the 2025-26 Budget
withaviewtoboostingdomes-
tic manufacturing and pro-
moting exports.

The Finance Minister made

the remarks while inaugurat-
ing Trade Conclave by India
Exim Bank here.

She further said, “our proce-
dures have given us the not-
so-desirable picture of being
veryveryrestrictiveandregres-
sive about tariff. Many of them
are already far lower than the
rate at which the gazette noti-
ficationcameaftertheapproval
of Parliament.”

India brought back 161
Indians in a chartered flight
from Amman that landed at
8:20 am. The Indians were
moved from Israel to Jordan
throughlandbordercrossings.

Anothergroupof165Indians
were flown back to New Delhi
from Amman in a C-17 mili-
tary transport aircraft. They
were received at the airport by
Union Minister L Murugan.

Two-hundred-ninety-two

Indian nationals were evacu-
atedfromIranonaspecialflight
that arrived in New Delhi from
Mashhad at 3:30 am, External
Affairs Ministry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said.

He said, “2,295 Indian
nationals have now been
brought home from Iran”. 

290Indiannationalsandone
Sri Lankan were evacuated
from Iranian city Mashhad on
a special flight last night.

“ISRAELisnotgoingtoattack
Iran.Allplaneswill turnaround
and head home, while doing a
friendly “Plane Wave” to Iran.
Nobody will be hurt, the
Ceasefire is in effect!” Trump
said in his Truth Social post.

Indeed, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’sofficesaidheheld
off on tougher strike against
Iran after speaking to Trump.
The shaky agreement was
announced early on Tuesday
morningafterTehranlaunched
a retaliatory limited missile
attack on a US military base in
Qatar on Monday. 

Between Trump’s post and

the start of the ceasefire, Israel
launchedablitzofairstrikestar-
geting sites across Iran before
dawn and Iran replied with an
onslaughtofmissilesthatkilled
at least 4 people in Israel ear-
ly on Tuesday morning. Israel
saidithadinterceptedthemid-
morning barrage of missiles
that came hours into the truce. 

“Tehranwill tremble”Israel’s
Finance Minister Betzalel
Smotrich wrote on X.

The midmorning barrage of
missiles came after Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
saidIsraelhadagreedtoabilat-
eral ceasefire with Iran in coor-
dination with Trump.
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NEW DELHI, June 24 (PTI) 

ASSERTING that Operation
Sindoor has made clear to the
world India’s stringent policy
againstterrorism,PrimeMinister
Narendra Modi said on Tuesday
thathisGovernmenttakeswhat-
ever steps are appropriate in
national interest.

Weapons manufactured in
India showed their impact dur-
ing the conflict with Pakistan, he
said, without naming the coun-
try, at an event to mark the cen-
tenary celebration of the con-
versation between spiritual fig-
ure and social reformer Sree
Narayana Guru and Mahatma
Gandhi.

“We have shown that no hide-
out is safe for terrorists who spill
the blood of Indians,” he said,
adding that his Government has
worked on the ideals of the
revered spiritual figure who
wanted a strong India that was
free of any discrimination.

ModisaidhisGovernmenthas,
in the past 11 years, worked to
make India strong in social, eco-
nomic and defence sectors.

He said India’s reliance on for-
eigncountriestomeetitsdefence
needs is declining and it is
becoming“aatmanirbhar”inthe
defence sector.

Indian military brought the
enemy to its knees with made-
in-India weapons in 22 minutes,
he said of the precision attacks
on terror sites in Pakistan and

Pakistan-occupied-Kashmirfol-
lowing the horrific killing of 26
civiliansbyterroristsinPahalgam
on April 22. Modi cited his
Government’s welfare schemes
in housing, drinking water and
health insurance among other
fields to assert that these have
empowered the deprived and
backward sections of society.

NEW DELHI, June 24 (IANS) 

PRIMEMinisterNarendraModi
on Tuesday inaugurated the
centenary celebrations com-
memoratingthehistoricmeet-
ing between Sree Narayana
Guru and Mahatma Gandhi --
two towering figures who
shaped India’s moral and spir-
itual ethos.  

The dialogue, which took
place on March 12, 1925, at the
SivagiriMutt inKerala, focused
on poverty alleviation, social
justice, abolition of untoucha-
bility, religious conversions,
and non-violence.

Speaking at Vigyan Bhawan
in New Delhi, PM Modi said,
“Today, these premises are
remembering a historic event
of India. An event that not only
gave a new direction to our
independence movement but

also gave concrete meaning to
the dream of an Independent
India.Ahundredyearsback,the
meeting between Sree
Narayana Guru and Mahatma
Gandhiisinspiringandrelevant
to date.”

“Themeetingthattookplace
100yearsagois,todate,asource
of inspiration for social har-
mony and the resolution of
Viksit Bharat. On this historic
day, I bow down to Sree
Narayana Guru and also pay
homage to Mahatma Gandhi,”
he added.

Highlighting the enduring
relevance of Sree Narayana
Guru’s teachings, PM Modi
remarked, “The principles of
Sree Narayana Guru are a huge
capital for mankind. For those
who work to serve the country
and society, Sree Narayana
Guru is like a lighthouse for
them.”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurates the centenary 
celebration meeting of the historic conversation between Sree
Narayana Gurudev and Mahatma Gandhi, at Vigyan Bhawan, in
New Delhi, on Tuesday. (PTI)

■ By Gunjan Sharma

NEW DELHI, June 24 (PTI) 

IT TOOK 3 decades for the
Emergencyimposedbythen-Prime
MinisterIndiraGandhi,a21-month
period marked by censorship and
mass arrests of Opposition lead-
ers, to make an entry into NCERT
political science textbooks.
Curiously, it happened under the

Congress-led UPA rule in 2007.
While there are still complaints

that school textbooks are yet to
reflect the full excesses of the
Emergency,severalpassagesabout
the dark period got pruned as late
as 2023 under the BJP as part of a
curriculum rationalisation exer-
cise. According to Krishna Kumar,
former NCERT chairman, the
Emergencywasintroducedinclass

12 political science textbooks in
2007 after the revision of the
National Curriculum Framework. 

In the textbook published in
2007, 25 pages of a chapter, “the
crisisofdemocraticorder”,detailed
the nature of the crisis, the argu-
mentbehindit, thesupportersand
the opponents, and how the
Emergency shaped the politics of
the time. 

NEW DELHI, June 24 (PTI) 

THOUSANDS of RSS volunteers,
includingsomeprominentofficebear-
ers, were put in jail and subjected to
various kinds of tortures in custody
during the period of Emergency
imposed by the then-prime minister
Indira Gandhi on June 25 in 1975, sen-
iorRSSfunctionarySunilAmbekarsaid.

“At least 100 such Sangh karyakartas
died during this period. Some of them
died in jail while others outside. Our
Pandurang Kshirsagar ji (then head of
Sangh’s all India Managment commit-
tee) was one of those who died in jail
due to extreme torture,” the RSS’s
national publicity and media depart-
ment head told PTI.

Ambekar termed the imposition of
Emergency by the erstwhile Congress
Government a “black spot” on India’s
democratic traditions and said those
21monthsof“dictatorship”inthecoun-
try can never be forgotten.

TheRSSworkerswerearrested,beat-
en and many of them were subjected
to even third-degree torture in custody
to force them to come in support of the
Government and imposition of
Emergency, he said.

“Theyalsowantedthemtorevealthe
names of the Sangh leaders partici-
pating in the nationwide movement
(againsttheimpositionofEmergency),”

Ambekar said.
“But, the dictatorship eventually

came to an end and democracy was
restored in the country due to unre-
lenting mass movement in the coun-
try,” he added.

All ‘swayamsevaks’ actively partici-
pated in the nationwide movement to
save democracy, he said. 

OnJune25,1975,IndiraGandhimade
the announcement of the imposition
of Emergency in a broadcast on All
India Radio, shortly after the Supreme
Court granted a conditional stay to a
Allahabad High Court verdict declar-
ing her election to the Lok Sabha as
null and void. It was lifted on March
21, 1977. The 21 months of Emergency
is known for massive crackdown on
political opponents of the erstwhile
Congress Government, forced mass
sterlisations, censorship of the press,
suspensionofconstitutionalrightsand
centralisation of power. 

Soon after the declaration of
Emergency in the country, then RSS
chief Balasaheb Deoras was arrested
in Nagpur. “Many Sangh workers
including prominent ones were also
arrested at different places. Some were
picked up on June 25 night itself while
others later. There were about 1300
Sanghpracharaksthen.Ofthem,about
189 pracharaks were arrested,”
Ambekar said.

NEW DELHI, June 24 (PTI) 

THE imposition of the Emergency in 1975 led
to the arrests of several Opposition leaders, with
new cases being filed or existing ones revived,
forcing many into hiding. 

CPI(M) leader Prakash Karat, who was the
President of the Students’ Federation of India at
the time, was among those who went
underground, taking refuge in the All India
InstituteofMedicalScience(AIIMS)hostel.Karat,
whowastheGeneralSecretaryoftheCommunist
Party of India (Marxist) from 2005 to 2015 and
served as the party’s interim coordinator after
the sudden demise of Sitaram Yechury last year,
described the Emergency imposed by Indira
Gandhi as a “knee-jerk reaction.” He further not-
ed that the current “authoritarianism” is much
more “institutionalised”. Karat, then a young
activist with CPI(M) and a PhD student at the
Jawaharlal Nehru
University, recalled
that he was in
Kolkata when the
Emergency was
declared. He remi-
nisced about the
arrests made at
Delhi’s Vitthal Bhai
Patel House, a hos-
tel for Parliament
members.

Op Sindoor made clear our stringent policy against terrorism: PM
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RSS workers tortured in jails, at
least 100 died, says Sunil Ambekar
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