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The Army Tuesday said no air defence guns or
any other air defence resource were deployed
within the Golden Temple premises during Op-
eration Sindoor.

The assertion came in the wake of reports
that the Golden Temple management had
allowed the Army to deploy the air defence
guns within the shrine to counter potential
drone and missile threats from Pakistan.

"Some media reports are circulating with re-
spect to deployment of AD (air defence) guns in
the Golden Temple. It is clarified that no AD
guns or any other AD resource was de-
ployed within the premises of Sri Dar-
bar Sahib Amritsar (Golden Temple),"
an Army statement said.

Earlier, dismissing the reports, the
additional head priest of the shrine and
the apex religious body of Sikhs, Shi-
romani Gurdwara Parbandhak Com-
mittee (SGPC), said no permission was
given to the Indian Army to deploy any
air defence guns.

SGPC president Harjinder Singh
Dhami also said that while the admin-
istration contacted them only about
switching off the lights during the

blackout after recent escalation of tension be-
tween India and Pakistan, they fully cooperated
in the interest of administrative responsibility
while maintaining the sanctity of the ongoing
'maryada' (conduct).

Dhami said there was no contact from any
Army official regarding the installation of air
defence guns at Sri Harmandar Sahib, Dhami
said.

Harmandar Sahib's Head Granthi, Giani
Raghbir Singh, also clarified that although he
was on a foreign visit during the Operation Sin-
door, there was no communication with him re-
garding any gun deployment, nor did any such
incident occur at the Golden temple.

BJP, CONG SLUGFEST GETS NASTIER
DIRTY PICTURE | Congress reacts sharply to BJP’s ‘Mir Jafar’ jibe
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The war of words between
the Congress and the ruling
BJP over Operation Sindoor
got nastier on Tuesday when
the ruling party put out a half-
and-half picture collage of
Pakistan Army Chief General
Asim Munir alongside Leader
of Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi with the words
“one agenda” written beneath
it.

The BJP has been peeved at
the way Gandhi has been re-
peatedly asking about the loss
of aircraft suffered by India
during the four-day conflict.
His repeated attacks on the
External Affairs Minister for
allegedly leaking information
about the operation and
thereby helping several
prominent terrorist leaders in
Pakistan escape the strikes by
Indian Armed Forces had
also not gone down well with
the ruling dispensation.

BJP’s national information
and technology department
head wrote, “It is not surpris-
ing that Rahul Gandhi is
speaking the language of Pak-
istan and its benefactors. He
hasn’t congratulated the

Prime Minister on the flaw-
less Operation Sindoor, which
unmistakably showcases
India’s dominance. Instead, he
repeatedly asks how many
jets we lost—a question that
has already been addressed in
the DGMO briefings.”

Malviya also questioned
which side Gandhi’s loyalty
lay by noting that “curiously,
he hasn’t once inquired about
how many Pakistani jets were
shot down during the conflict,
or how many were destroyed

while parked in their hangars
when Indian forces pounded
Pakistani air bases.” He then
remarked, “What’s next for
Rahul Gandhi? The Nishan-e-
Pakistan?”

He followed this attack
with another strike – this
time in the form of a cartoon
showing someone looking
like Gandhi from behind
standing atop what looked
like a bent Pakistan PM
Shehbaz Sharif and shouting
over a wall, “How many air-

craft we lost?” into an area
where “Indian Army” is
written and a couple of
watchtowers are located.

“Rahul Gandhi is the new
age Mir Jafar,” Malviya wrote
alongside, comparing the
Congress leader to the first
dependent Nawab of Bengal
of the British East India Com-
pany who got the title after he
betrayed Nawab Siraj-ud-
Daulah during the Battle of
Plassey in the 18th Century,
thus facilitating the expansion

of British control in Indian
subcontinent.

The Congress reacted
sharply to this BJP repeating
some of the allegations
levelled by its leaders against
the saffron party in general
and Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Jaishankar
in particular over the past
few weeks.

Congress’s social media
and digital platform chair-
person Supriya Shrinate hit
back hard saying, “BJP put-
ting up the picture of op-
position leader Rahul
Gandhi with Pakistani army
general Asim Munir is ac-
tually the latest proof of
them standing against India
every time.”
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Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge with party leader Rahul Gandhi at an event in Hosapete,
Karnataka, on Tuesday

‘Pak Army lost credibility’
FP NEWS SERVICE

Brigadier Mudit Mahajan,
Commander of the Poonch
Brigade, emphasized that the
Poonch Brigade played a cen-
tral role in Operation Sindoor,
conducting intense and pre-
cise operations.

Six of nine key terrorist tar-
gets neutralized during the
operation were located near
Poonch, Rajouri, and
Akhnoor. The Indian Army in-
itially targeted terror infra-
structure but shifted to hitting
Pakistani military positions
after civilian areas were at-
tacked.

He stated that Pakistan suf-
fered significant casualties,
both fatal and non-fatal, and a
major loss in morale and
credibility. Though the oper-
ation is currently suspended, it

is not over. Commander of
Poonch Brigade, Brigadier
Mudit Mahajan said, “Poonch
Brigade was engaged in in-
tense and continuous oper-
ations during Operation
Sindoor. The Poonch Brigade
was not a part, but the heart of
Operation Sindoor.

“Pakistan Army losses were
not just in numbers, but in mo-
rale and initiative. Today, they
have lost their credibility be-
fore their own nation.

“Operation Sindoor is not
over, it only remains sus-
pended for the time being," he
added.

Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge

on Tuesday termed Oper-
ation Sindoor a 'small
war', slamming the Centre
for failing to ensure ad-
equate security arrange-
ments for the 26 tourists
who were killed on April
22 in South Kashmir's Bai-
saran valley.

Addressing the Samar-
pane Sankalpa rally in
Karnataka, the Congress
President alleged that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had cancelled his
Kashmir visit after "re-
ceiving an intelligence re-
port three days before"
the Pahalgam terror at-
tack last month.

Just a small war: Kharge
DECLARE AGNIVEER
AS MARTYR: KIN

The family of Agniveer Akashdeep Singh, a young sol-
dier who died in Jammu and Kashmir last week, has
refused to immerse his ashes until the government
declares him a martyr. Akashdeep, 20, a resident of
Kothe Chahal village in Faridkot district, was killed
while on duty on May 15, last. His mortal remains were
brought to his native village where he was cremated
with full military honours the next day. The inconsol-
able family held that he gave his life for the country
but the government is not giving him the respect he
deserves, hence, until he is declared a martyr, they
would not immerse his ashes.It may be recalled that
Akashdeep, 20, a resident of Kothe Chahal village in
Faridkot district, was killed by a bullet while on duty
on May 15, last. His mortal remains were brought to
his native village where he was cremated with full
military honours the next day.
The inconsolable family held that he gave his life for
the country but the government is not giving him the
respect he deserves, hence, until he is declared a
martyr, they would not immerse his ashes. Meanwhile,
the Punjab Congress president Amarinder Singh Raja
Warring on Tuesday also demanded that it was high
time that the government of India should scrap the
‘agnipath’ scheme of recruitment in the defence
forces and make regular recruitments only. He said, it
has been observed after some ‘agniveers’ got mar-
tyred that they were neither granted pension nor the
status of a martyr, when they fight like regular sol-
diers. Warring held that the northern states like Pun-
jab, Haryana and Himachal Pradesh from where
maximum recruitments are made, were the worst af-
fected by this scheme.
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Rajasthan varsity
suspends MOU
with Türkiye
The government-run Haridev
Joshi University of Journalism
and Mass Communication
(HJU) has suspended the MoU
with Afyon Kocatepe Univer-
sity of Türkiye for academic
exchange. This MOU was
signed between HJU and
Afyon Kocatepe University for
academic exchange on June
22, 2024.
Beating Retreat
Resumes

The beating retreat cer-
emony at three locations in
Punjab along the Pakistan
frontier resumed for public
viewing on Tuesday, about
two weeks after it was
stopped following Operation
Sindoor by India in response
to the Pahalgam terror attack.
Army struck terror
targets in Pakistan
with precision

The Indian armed forces
struck with precision and
purpose against the terror
targets identified in Pakistan
and Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir (PoK) under Operation
Sindoor, and the Poonch Brig-
ade played a key role in the
mission, a defence statement
said on Thursday.

"Poonch Brigade was en-
gaged in intense and continu-
ous operations during
Operation Sindoor to blunt
and respond to the unpro-
voked aggression by Pakistan
across the Line of Control
(LoC). We did not wait to
react; we prepared to re-
spond. To that extent, the
Poonch Brigade was not a
part of but the heart of Oper-
ation Sindoor," Poonch Brig-
ade commander, Brigadier
Mudit Mahajan, said, as per
the statement.

"Pakistan-sponsored terror
strike at Pahalgam was met
with a calibrated response
from the Indian Army, initially
focusing solely on terrorist in-
frastructure. The Army struck
with unmatched precision
and purpose," he said.

marching ahead
BSF personnel during a retreat ceremony at the Attari-Wagah border on Tuesday

No air defence guns deployed in Golden
Temple premises during Operation Sindoor
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