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Eight held in connection with
murder of Hindutva activist

HACKED TO DEATH | Suhas Shetty, a known rowdy sheeter and Hindu activist,
was murdered by an unidentified group late on Thursday

PTI
MANGALURU

Karnataka Home Minister G
Parameshwara said on Satur-
day that eight people have
been arrested in connection
with the murder of a Hindu
activist here and an anti-com-
munal task force will be con-
stituted permanently to
tackle incidents of "com-
munal hatred".

The arrested persons have
been identified as Abdul Saf-
wan (29), Niyaz (28), Mo-
hammed Muzammil (32),
Kalandar Shafi (31), Mo-
hammed Rizwan (28), and
Aadil Mehroof, all residents of
Bajpe in Mangaluru; and Ran-
jith (19) and Nagaraj (20), both
from Kalasa town in Chikka-
magaluru, police said.

Speaking to reporters here,
City Police Commissioner
Anupam Agrawal said that
eight people have been ar-
rested and two more suspects
are likely to be arrested soon
in connection with Suhas
Shetty's murder.

According to him, six of the
accused were directly in-
volved in executing the
murder, with Safwan named
as the prime accused. He re-
portedly had a previous case
of attempted murder regis-
tered against him in 2023.

The prime accused Abdul
Safwan had been the target of
a murderous assault in 2023,
allegedly carried out by Suhas
Shetty along with his associ-
ates Prashanth and Dhanaraj.
Fearing for his life and antici-
pating further attacks, Saf-
wan is believed to have
planned the murder of Shetty,
Agrawal added.

During the planning phase,

Safwan reportedly contacted
Adil Mehroof, the brother of
Fazil, a youth who was pre-
viously murdered in Man-
galuru. Commissioner
Agrawal stated that Adil as-
sured Safwan a payment of Rs
5 lakh for executing the
murder. An advance of Rs 3
lakh was allegedly paid, and
Safwan then mobilised a team
to carry out the attack.

Police say this financial ar-
rangement and the back-
ground of personal enmity
were central to the orchestra-
tion of the murder. Investiga-
tion is ongoing to track all
transactions and communica-
tions linked to the crime.

Suhas Shetty, a known
rowdy sheeter and Hindu ac-
tivist, was murdered by an
unidentified group late on
Thursday within the Bajpe
police station limits in Man-
galuru city.

Addressing a press confer-
ence after a meeting with top
police officials, Paramesh-
wara said the anti-communal
task force will be constituted
specially for Udupi and Dak-
shina Kannada districts on
the lines of the Anti-Naxal
force.

"It will be headed by a In-
spector General of Police
(IGP). The force will be a per-
manent feature to operate in
Udupi and Dakshina Kannada
districts," he added.

The Home Minister said
that people used to love
coming to these districts for
their peaceful environment,
resourceful people, and hos-
pitality in the past.

"We in the government are
sad to see the image of these
two districts being sullied due
to communal forces and their

radical and violent actions.
We will see that the twin dis-
tricts will regain their image
and peace through several
measures, starting with the
anti-communal task force," he
said.

Noting that there have
been no naxalite movement
in these parts of the state now,
Parameshwara said, "The
anti-naxal force will be ta-
pered down in size and man-
date, and we will shift some
officials to head the anti-com-
munal task force in times to
come." "The police in Udupi
and Dakshina Kannada dis-
tricts have apprehended and
dismantled the communal
goons network upto 96 per
cent and we will not rest till
we see the end of it," he
added.

"We will not look at which
community and which per-
son. It could be anybody.
Whoever makes inflamma-
tory remarks, speeches --
either in social media or else-
where -- will not be spared,"
the Minister said.
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SAMBHAL (UP)

Man killed for
Rs 31L policy
claims
A disabled man named Da-
riyab became the victim of a
brutal insurance fraud
scheme that culminated in
his murder. According to
police reports, four individ-
uals — including a bank
policy advisor, Pankaj Rag-
hav, and accomplices Ha-
riom Singh, Vinod, and
Pratap — took out five life
insurance policies on Da-
riyab’s name, totaling a sum
of₹51 lakh.

MEDININAGAR (J’KHAND)

Girl raped by
bus driver
A 15-year-old girl was al-
legedly raped by a driver
in Jharkhand's Palamu dis-
trict on Saturday, police
said. The accused, a driver
of an earthmover, was se-
verely beaten by villagers
before handing him over
to the police, an officer
said.

GARIABAND (C’GARH)

Naxal killed
in encounter
A hardcore Naxalite carry-
ing a reward of Rs 8 lakh
on his head was killed in
an encounter with security
forces in Chhattisgarh's
Gariaband district, police
said on Saturday. The gun-
fight took place on Friday
late evening in a forest
near Motipani village
under Jugad police station
limits when a joint team of
the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) and E-30, a
unit of the district police,
was out on an anti-Naxal
operation, a senior police
official said.

NEW DELHI

Man’s body
found
A decomposed body of a
32-year-old man was
found inside a locked
house in south Delhi's Mal-
viya Nagar area, police
said on Saturday.
Police on Friday received a
call from a woman who re-
ported that her brother,
Subhbrata Ghosh
Chaudhry, had been miss-
ing for the past almost a
week and his phone un-
reachable. A police team
went to Chaudhry's house,
where a cousin of his was
already waiting.

Japan extends
full cooperation
New Delhi: The Speaker of
the House of Represen-
tatives of Japan, Nukaga
Fukushiro, conveyed his
country's full cooperation
to India in fighting terror-
ism as he condemned the
Pahalgam terror attack
that left 26 civilians, mostly
tourists, dead. On a visit to
India, Fukushiro held bilat-
eral talks with Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla as he ex-
pressed solidarity with
India in eradicating terror-
ism, according to an official
statement.

It said, “The speaker of
Japan assured the Speaker
Om Birla, of Japan's full co-
operation in the fight
against terrorism.”

‘Take stand against
perpetrators of
Pahalgam-like attacks’

PTI
ANANTNAG

National Conference supremo
Farooq Abdullah on Saturday
urged the people of Jammu
and Kashmir to stand against
the perpetrators of Pahal-
gam-like attacks for progress
and prosperity, asserting that
those behind the April 22
massacre would "rot in hell".

The former chief minister
of the erstwhile state visited
the residence of Adil Hussain
Shah, a pony ride operator
who was among the 26 vic-
tims, at Hapatnaar in this
south Kashmir district.

"He (Shah) is a martyr. He
sacrificed his life, he was not
afraid of the guns of the
beasts. This is 'insaniyat (hu-
manity)', this is Kashmiriyat.
One who is afraid is dead,"
Abdullah said.

"We have to fight them
(terrorists) and fight them
with courage. We will never
be happy and prosperous and
we can never move forward
until we fight them. So, we
must have courage," he
added.

Abdullah, however, refused
to comment on India's actions
against Pakistan in the after-
math of the attack. "Our
prime minister will take such
a decision." On Pakistan
Peoples Party leader Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari's threatening
remarks, Abdullah said, "He
(Bhutto) will continue to issue
statements ... If we care about
his statements, we cannot
move forward."

After India suspended the
Indus Waters Treaty (IWT)
with Pakistan after the Pahal-
gam attack, Bhutto-Zardari
was quoted as saying by The
News, "The Indus is ours and
will remain ours -- either our
water will flow through it or
their blood." Abdullah also
called for revisiting the treaty.

FarooqAbdullah urgesJ&Kpeople

Lawyer hacked
to death
IANS
BENGALURU

An advocate was brutally
hacked to death by a gang of
assailants on NICE Road
near Kengeri in Bengaluru.
The deceased has been
identified as 46-year-old Ja-
gadeesha H., a resident of
SMV Layout, Kengeri.

The incident came to light
on Saturday. His body was re-
covered from NICE Road,
near CV Raman Estate in
Kengeri, approximately 150
meters away from his car, on
Friday late in the night. The
vehicle's lights were on, and
all four doors were found
locked. The victim had sus-
tained severe injuries to his
head and other parts of his
body.

BJP slams Channi, Cong for
questioning surgical strike

Muslim woman detained for questioning at Ram Mandir
Biswajeet Banerjee
AYODHYA

A Muslim woman from Maha-
rashtra was detained by secur-
ity personnel at the Ram
Mandir premises in Ayodhya
on Friday afternoon after her
behavior raised suspicion dur-
ing her visit. The woman, ident-
ified as Irim, was later handed
over to the police for verifi-
cation and questioning.

According to officials, Irim
entered the Ram Mandir com-

plex along with other devotees
during the second half of the
day. However, while exiting
through the designated route,

security personnel noticed her
unusual demeanor and stopped
her for questioning. She had her
head and face partially covered

with a blue cloth, and allegedly
became argumentative when
asked to explain her presence
and identity.

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

Several Bharatiya Janata
Party leaders on Saturday
criticised the remarks of
former Punjab chief minister
and Congress MP Charanjit
Singh Channi questioning if
any surgical strike had indeed
taken place after the Pul-
wama attack saying they had
the potential to demoralise
the Indian Army and Indian
Air Force at a time when the
country was preparing to re-
spond to the Pahalgam ter-
rorist attack.

Following the Congress
Working Committee meeting
on Friday, Channi had said:
“Hamare desh mein aakar koi
bomb girey pata nahi cha-

leyga. Kehte hain ji Pakistan
mein humnay surgical strike
kiyey thay. Kuch nahi hua,
kahin nahi dikhay surgical
strike, kisi ko nahi pata chala.
(If a bomb falls in our country,
will no one even notice. They
say we carried out surgical
strikes in Pakistan. Nothing
happened -- no one saw it and
nobody knew anything about
it). We demand that the gov-
ernment do something. Tell
the nation who is involved
and punish them.”

Reacting to these remarks,
BJP national spokesperson
Sambit Patra, while address-
ing the media at the party
headquarters, criticised the
Congress for providing “supp-
lying oxygen” to Pakistan and
the terror organisations when

they were cornered. Patra
also charged that “Congress
continues to support Pakis-
tan, its terrorists and its
army.

PTI
NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Murmu
on Saturday made a strong
pitch to extend the dispute
resolution mechanism to rural
areas so that the Panchayats
are legally empowered to me-
diate and resolve the conflicts
in villages.

She said social harmony in
villages is an essential pre-
requisite of making the nation
strong.

Murmu also said that while
people who mediate in family
or land disputes in village are
socially empowered, they lack
legal empowerment which
leads to such cases failing to
get settle at the village level
itself.

Addressing the first confer-
ence on mediation here, she

said during resolution of dis-
putes, affected parties know
that the mediators lack delega-
tion of legal powers, therefore,
they do not agree with the
decisions.

The president said there
was a need to create a mech-
anism where disputes at vil-
lage level are settled there only
and the atmosphere is not viti-
ated and people live in har-
mony.

At times the disputes spiral
out. Several small issues can be

resolved at the grassroots level
itself, she asserted.

Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna, CJI-designate B R
Gavai and Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal were also pres-
ent at the event.

Murmu said it could per-
haps be due to an oversight or
lack of time that a judicial sys-
tem from the village to the Su-
preme Court has not been
established.

She said the mediation sys-
tem did exist in the villages.
But since people are educated
now, they know that the medi-
ators lack any power.

Murmu said the Mediation
Act, 2023 was the first step in
consolidating the civilisational
legacy. Now we need to add
momentum to it and
strengthen its practice, she
stressed.

Prez pitches for legal empowerment
of panchayats to settle disputes
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