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Kar BJP leader sparks row
with remark on IAS officer

UNETHICAL| Police have registered FIR against BJP leader Kumar

Online Report
BENGALURU

Kalaburagi police have regis-
tered an FIR against BJP MLC
and Legislative Council Chief
Whip N Ravi Kumar over a
controversial comment made
during a political demonstra-
tion last week, news agency
ANI reported.

The senior legislator has
been accused of making de-
rogatory and communal re-
marks against Kalaburagi
Deputy Commissioner Fauzia
Tarannum, a 2015-batch IAS of-
ficer.

The incident has caused em-
barrassment to the Opposition
BJP, with the IAS Officers’ As-
sociation strongly condemning
the statement and Ravikumar
himself expressing regret over
his remarks.

Meanwhile, the Kalaburagi
police, who have lodged an FIR
against Ravikumar in connec-
tion with the incident, are pre-
paring to initiate legal action
against him.

Since he has been booked
under the SC and ST (Preven-
tion of Atrocities) Act, which is

non-bailable, the police have
the authority to arrest him at
any time.

Sources stated that Raviku-
mar is expected to file a petition
before the court seeking bail to
avoid arrest.

Reacting to the devel-
opment, BJP State President
B.Y. Vijayendra claimed on
Tuesday, “The Congress-led
government is targeting Op-
position parties and leaders,
trying to intimidate them by fil-
ing police cases. We staged a
protest in Kalaburagi against
Minister for RDPR, IT, and BT
Priyank Kharge. We raised our
voice against the collapse of the
system in Kalaburagi district
and highlighted how the police
department is acting like a
puppet in the hands of politi-
cians.”

“MLC N. Ravikumar made
certain remarks and later

apologised for them. But the
Congress leaders got the police
complaint against him by a
third party, and an FIR was reg-
istered.

In Mangaluru, an FIR was
filed against BJP MLA Y. Bha-
rath Shetty, and earlier, another
BJP MLA from the region, Har-
ish Poonja, also faced a similar
case. They obtained a stay from
the court,” Vijayendra stated.

“In this manner, they are try-
ing to scare MLAs. They sus-
pended 18 BJP MLAs in a
similar fashion. This is a clear
attempt to target the Opposi-
tion, and such tactics are un-
democratic,” he claimed.

College prof
suspended
after rape
charge
PTI

MUZAFFARNAGAR

A professor here at the gov-
ernment-aided Chhotu Ram
Degree College was sus-
pended over allegation of
sexual harassment by a stu-
dent, a varsity official said
on Tuesday.

A BSc student had on May
24 accused Dushyant
Kumar, a professor of the
Plant Pathology department
of the college, of sexual har-
assment.

College management sec-
retary Sharad Kumar told
reporters that Kumar had
been suspended Monday
after an emergency meet-
ing.

He said a sub-committee
will investigate the incident.

Kumar, under police cus-
tody, was on Monday denied
bail by Chief Judicial Magis-
trate Kavita Agrawal.

According to prosecution
officer KC Mori, Kumar was
arrested on May 24 on
charges of sexually harass-
ing a student.

Police have since added
two more sections against
him, section 64 (rape) and
section 62 (attempt to com-
mit certain crimes).

Icons felicitated in Padma ceremony 
IANS
NEW DELHI

In a grand ceremony held at
Rashtrapati Bhavan, President
Droupadi Murmu on Tuesday
conferred Padma Awards to 69
individuals who have made ex-
ceptional contributions in di-
verse fields such as art,
literature, education, public af-
fairs, medicine, social work,
science, sports, and industry.
The event, attended by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Home Minister Amit Shah, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S. Jai-
shankar, and other dignitaries,
marked the second phase of
the Padma Awards ceremony
for the year 2025.

The Padma Awards, among
the highest civilian honours of
India, are conferred in three-

categories: Padma Vibhushan,
Padma Bhushan, and Padma
Shri. This year, the government
had announced a total of 139
Padma awardees on the eve of
Republic Day.

Among those honoured in
this phase were 3 Padma Vib-

hushan, 9 Padma Bhushan, and
57 Padma Shri awardees. The
ceremony held special signifi-
cance with 13 posthumous rec-
ognitions, honouring legends
who left a lasting legacy in their
fields.

One of the most emotional
moments of the event was the
posthumous conferral of the
Padma Vibhushan to late
Bhojpuri and folk singer Dr
Sharda Sinha, whose music res-
onated deeply with the Indian
heartland. Her son, Anshuman
Sinha, received the award on
behalf of the legendary folk
singer, renowned for her devo-
tional and Chhath songs.

Other recipients of the
Padma Vibhushan included
former Chief Justice of India
Jagdish Singh Khehar and clas-
sical dancer Kumudini Lakhia

(posthumous).
The Padma Bhushan awar-

dees included social activist
Sadhvi Ritambhara, actor-
politician Nandamuri Bal-
akrishna, and celebrated
journalist and author A. Surya
Prakash. Among the posthum-
ous Padma Bhushan recipients
were legendary singer Pankaj
Udhas, veteran politician Ma-
nohar Joshi, economist Bibek
Debroy. enowned Malayalam
writer M.T. Vasudevan Nair,
and Osamu Suzuki, the Japa-
nese industrialist known for his
pivotal role in Suzuki’s partner-
ship with India.

The largest share of honours
came under the Padma Shri
category, with 57 individuals
recognised for their grassroots
and innovative contributions
across the country.

Lightning kills
over 100 sheep &
goats in Rajouri
IANS
JAMMU

Over a hundred sheep and
goats were killed on a Tues-
day by lightning in J&K’s Ra-
jouri district, belonging to
the Bakarwal community in
the upper reaches of Marg
Top in Budhal sub-division
of Rajouri district.

The incident has caused
immense grief and econ-
omic devastation to the af-
fected families, who depend
solely on livestock for sur-
vival. The nomadic families,
originally from Targain vil-
lage in Budhal, were on their
seasonal migration and had
set up temporary shelters
known as Dhoks in the high-
altitude pastures of Marg.

Shivakumar pledged
support for officer
Bengaluru: Deputy CM
DK Shivakumar on Tues-
day said the state govern-
ment would stand by the
woman IAS officer tar-
geted by a BJP MLC with
a Pakistan reference in a
repeat of the Madhya
Pradesh episode where a
minister’s remarks on Col
Sofiya Qureshi triggered
a widespread backlash.

Man killed in sword attack
Online Report
MANGALURU

Two men were brutally at-
tacked with a sword in Kar-
nataka on Tuesday, while
one of them died at a hospi-
tal during treatment, the
other is fighting for his life,
said the police.

The incident was re-
ported from Kambodi Kal-
pane in Bantwal of Dakshina
Kannada district in Man-
galuru.

The dead person has been
identified as Imteyaaz, who

was the Secretary of a local
mosque in Mangaluru.

His friend Rahman is
battling for his life.

Earlier this month, a
murder-accused Suhas
Shetty was apparently mur-
dered by contract killers
who accepted money from
the family of one of his vic-
tims, sources have said.

Suhas Shetty -- was re-
portedly associated with
various local right-wing
groups and had several po-
lice cases registered against
him -- was attacked by at

least five men, who wielded
machetes and swords, and
killed him on a busy Man-
galuru road.

The sword attack comes
amid an intensifying probe
into Hindu activist Suhas
Shetty’s May 1 killing in
Mangaluru. Police recently
arrested three more men —
Azaruddin alias Ajju (29),
Abdul Khader alias Noufal
(24), and Vamanjoor Nou-
shad alias Chotte Noushad
(39), bringing the total
number of accused in the
Shetty murder case to 11.

‘How did Saeed and
Azhar escape?’
ANI
NEW DELHI

Congress leader Pawan Khera
on Tuesday slammed the
Centre for not nabbing the
persons involved in the major
terrorist attacks in the country
in the recent years including
in Pahalgam and wanted to
know the conditions on which
the recent "ceasefire" between
India and Pakistan reached.

"So far, we have not got
answers to what happened to
the terrorists in Poonch in
2023, in Ganderbal on 2 Oc-
tober 2024, in Pahalgam in
April 2025, and where are the

terrorists?" Pawan Khera
asked in a press conference
here.

"On what conditions did the
ceasefire (between India and
Pakistan) happen? How did
Hafiz Saeed and Masood
Azhar escape? ... There should
be serious discussions on seri-
ous issues," he added.

Congress and other Opposi-
tion parties have been asking
for a special session of Parlia-
ment to discuss the Pahalgam
terror attack and the Oper-
ation Sindoor. They also de-
manded an all-party meeting
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

SC dismisses plea to
include Savarkar’s
name in Emblems Act

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Tuesday dismissed a
plea seeking directions that the name of Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar is not misused and his name be included in the
Emblems and Names (Prevention of Improper Use) Act.

Bengaluru: Karnataka's
BJP Member of Legislative
Council (MLC) N Raviku-
mar, whose "Pakistan" re-
mark at a Muslim IAS
officer in Kalaburagi had
landed him in trouble, has
apologised for his com-
munal comment.The BJP
leader had questioned if
Fouzia Taranum, the Dep-
uty Commissioner of Ka-
laburagi, was "from

Pakistan" during a protest
in front of her office. He
apologised after his com-
ments sparked outrage,
and a police case was filed
against him.
Calling it an "emotional
outburst" that he should
have avoided, Ravikumar
said the BJP is a respon-
sible party and his remark
does not match with its
ethos.

‘Want to apologise for my remark’

President Murmu confers
the Padma Shri on classi-
cal singer Ashwini Bhide
Deshpande
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