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Faridabad: The body of  a 25-ye-
ar-old woman was unearthed by
police from a 10-foot-deep pit
outside her in-laws’ house in
Roshan Nagar on Friday mor-
ning, almost two months after
she was allegedly murdered and
buried by her husband and his
parents.

A police team dug up the de-
composed remains of  Tanu Raj-
put from the unmetalled road
outside the Roshan Nagar house
after her father lodged a compla-
int at Palla police station.
He expressed concern that his
daughter may have been murde-

red by her pa-
rents-in-law
and buried so-
mewhere near
their house.

Tanu’s hus-
band Arun
Singh, who

runs a garments business and
has another house in the locality,
had lodged a missing person’s
complaint on April 24.

The same day, her mother-in-
law had announced in the neigh-
bourhood that her daughter-in-
law had eloped with her boyfri-
end. She also informed Tanu’s
parents about it.

Tanu is believed to have been
murdered on April 25.
Preliminary probe re-
vealed that the family
had meticulously plan-

ned the disposal of  her body —
digging up the road outside their
gate and telling neighbours they
were constructing a soak pit to
prevent waterlogging. They alle-
gedly buried the body late that
night and swiftly filled the pit
with sand, using an earthmover
and avoiding labourersthe follo-
wing day to complete the cover-
up.

“There was a wedding in our
neighbourhood on April 22. The
next evening, they started
digging the road using an earth-
mover. They covered the pit with
plastic sheets, claiming it was to
prevent accidents. A couple of
days later, they filled the pit
using an earthmover,” recalled a
woman from the locality. She re-
quested not to be identified, fea-
ring for her safety.

Woman killed & buried under road near house
Nikhil.Sharma@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Despite the controversy over issuing and re-
tracting summons to senior advocate Arvind Datar for legal
opinion to a client in an alleged ESOPs scam, the Enforce-
ment Directorate has repeated its action, this time against
another senior advocate, Pratap Venugopal, for his opinion
to a client in the same case, drawing the ire of  several bar as-
sociations.

On the day it withdrew summons to Datar, the ED sent a
notice to Venugopal on June 18 asking him to appear before
its officers on June 27, later advancing it to June 24. This
prompted Supreme Court Advocates on Record Association
(SCAORA) president Vipin Nair to write to CJI B R Gavai on
Friday morning requesting him to take suo motu cognisance
of  this “impermissible transgression of  sacrosanct lawyer-
client privilege”.

Within hours of  SCAORA writing to the CJI, the ED with-
drew the summons issued to Venugopal. Sections132 and134
of  Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA) protect lawyer-cli-
ent communications from disclosure. The ED message to
Venugopal read, “Please refer to the trail mail in this regard.
The summons for June 24 issued to you hereby stands with-
drawn with immediate effect.”

By afternoon, the SC Bar Association’s executive body,
led by senior advocate Vikas Singh, condemned the ED sum-
mons to Datar and Venugopal. “Issuance of  such illegal no-
tices and summons to senior advocates and to the advocate-
on-record reflect a disturbing trend, striking at the very
foundations of  the legal profession and undermining the in-
dependence of  the bar which is a core pillar of  Indian democ-
racy,” it said, calling upon ED to respect independence of  bar
and exercise restraint.

SCAORA requested the CJI to “examine the legality and
propriety of  such summons issued to legal professionals for
opinions rendered in good faith; safeguard the constitution-
al and professional protections accorded to advocates; and
lay down guidelines to prevent further erosion of  profession-
al protection to lawyer-client communications and uphold
independence of  bar”.

ED sends summons
to another senior

advocate Venugopal,
withdraws it after uproar
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New Delhi: Two days after it carried
out searches as part of  its investigation
into the Delhi classrooms construction
“scam” allegedly involving former de-
puty CM Manish Sisodia and his cabi-
net colleague Satyendar Jain, the ED sa-
id its teams found 322 bank passbooks
linked to mule accounts opened in the
names of  labourers to divert govt funds
under the “guise of  legitimate transac-
tions”.

“Several dummy firms were found
during the search which had no real in-
frastructure, documentation or opera-
tional legitimacy but were shown to ha-
ve received substantial payments for
construction activities relating to addi-
tional classrooms,” the ED said. Addi-
tionally, substantial incriminating do-
cuments and digital evidence were sei-
zed during the search, it further said.

ED has alleged misappropriation of
funds exceeding Rs 2,000 crore in the
classrooms construction “scam”.

The agency’s money laundering pro-
be is based on an FIR by Delhi’s anti-cor-
ruption branch which had questioned
Jain on June 6, and Sisodia on Friday.

The agency said the then govt func-

tionaries colluded with contractors
with “unjustified adoption of  richer
specifications, proposed by Babbar
& Babbar Associates, and execution
of  duplicate and inflated works lea-
ding to cost escalations of  up to 49%
across priority-I and priority-II pha-
ses”.

Among the material seized during
the searches were original departmen-
tal files belonging to the Delhi govt, as
well as rubber stamps bearing the na-
mes and designations of  officials from
the Public Works Department (PWD),
the agency said.

ED claims new evidence
in Delhi classroom ‘scam’ 

Excellent schools
were built in Delhi,

and quality education
delivered; the whole country
knows this. These
people (BJP) just file
fake FIRs and keep
dragging cases
that have no
substance
—Manish Sisodia
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New Delhi: Delhi University’s re-
cently launched undergraduate ad-
mission form on its Common Seat
Allocation System portal has spar-
ked outrage after glaring errors
were discovered in its mother tong-
ue section. Among the most shock-
ing discrepancies was the inclu-
sion of  Muslim as a language optio-
n—a misclassification that left stu-
dents, parents and educators
baffled.

The controversy deepened as
some prominent languages, such
as Bangla and Urdu, were missing
from the list, leaving many appli-
cants in a state of  confusion.

To make matters worse, terms
like Bihari and mochi were listed
as languages, which led to ques-
tions being raised about the form’s
accuracy, cultural sensitivity and
the competence of  those who pre-
pared it.

Parents and students struggled
to select an appropriate option, un-
sure of  how to proceed in the absen-
ce of  their actual mother tongue.
Sharing her ordeal, an 18-year-old
DU aspirant from Kolkata, who
was raised in Delhi, expressed her
frustration. “I was trying to fill the
form, but I can’t proceed because
Bangla is not listed. I tried multiple
times until Friday morning, but
the option still wasn’t available. I
will try again later in the day, and I

hope the issue is rectified by then,”
she said.

In response to the growing
backlash, DU officials said it was a
“clerical error” and claimed to ha-
ve rectified the errors later in the
day. However, the issue triggered
strong reactions from within the
university community.

Abha Dev Habib, associate pro-
fessor at Miranda House and gene-
ral secretary of  Democratic Tea-
chers’ Front, highlighted the dang-
erous “communal” implications of
the error. “Under mother tongue,
the form omits Urdu entirely while
listing Muslim as a language. Is it
beyond the university’s understan-
ding that Muslims speak the same
languages as others from their re-
gions? Urdu is officially recognised
under Eighth Schedule of  Indian
Constitution. This must be con-
demned, accountability fixed and
corrections made with an apology,”
she said.

Mithuraaj Dhusiya, an elected

member of  DU’s Executive Coun-
cil, echoed similar concerns and
condemned the lapse. “It is extre-
mely sad and unfortunate that a
premier central university like
Delhi University is committing
such mistakes. These errors must
be rectified immediately. The rich
diversity and multilingualism of
our country need to be acknowled-
ged and respected,” he said.

The controversy quickly spilled
onto various chat groups, where
screenshots of  the form went viral.
Students, teachers and concerned
citizens took to various platforms,
demanding immediate correction
and an official apology from the
university administration.

Rudrashish Chakraborty, asso-
ciate professor at Kirori Mal Colle-
ge and an elected member of  Delhi
University Teachers’ Association,
also criticised the administration.
“This is a brazen attempt to create
an ‘other’ out of  the largest minori-
ty community in the country and
poison the minds of  innocent appli-
cants. It is a serious threat to Cons-
titution of  India, violating both
Eighth Schedule and the inclusive
ethos of  a central university,” he sa-
id. Chakraborty further argued
that even the terminology used
was inappropriate for official docu-
mentation. “The term mother
tongue is imprecise; native langua-
ge would be more suitable in admi-
nistrative contexts,” he suggested.

DU Admission Form Sparks Outrage Over Errors 

Muslim A ‘Language’,
Urdu, Bangla Missing
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