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The Supreme Court on Tues-
day dismissed a plea seeking
directions that the name of Vi-
nayak Damodar Savarkar is
not misused and his name be
included in the Emblems and
Names (Prevention of Im-
proper Use) Act.

A bench of Chief Justice of
India BR Gavai and Justice
Augustine George Masih dis-
missed the plea, saying no
fundamental right of the peti-
tioner is affected.

The petitioner, Dr. Pankaj
Phadnis, sought directions
that the Leader of Opposition,
Rahul Gandhi, do community

service as punishment for his
remarks against Savarkar.

Phadnis, who was appear-
ing in person, told the bench
that he had been researching
on Savarkar for years and
wanted to establish certain
facts about Savarkar in a

legally verifiable manner.
The CJI then asked him,

"What is the violation of your
fundamental right?" The peti-
tioner said that the Leader of
the Opposition cannot violate
fundamental duties: "Article
51A, fundamental duties.
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Kar BJP leader sparks row
with remark on IAS officer

UNETHICAL| Police have registered FIR against BJP leader Kumar

Online Report
BENGALURU

Kalaburagi police have regis-
tered an FIR against BJP MLC
and Legislative Council Chief
Whip N Ravi Kumar over a
controversial comment made
during a political demonstra-
tion last week, news agency
ANI reported.

The senior legislator has
been accused of making de-
rogatory and communal re-
marks against Kalaburagi
Deputy Commissioner Fauzia
Tarannum, a 2015-batch IAS of-
ficer.

The incident has caused em-
barrassment to the Opposition
BJP, with the IAS Officers’ As-
sociation strongly condemning
the statement and Ravikumar
himself expressing regret over
his remarks.

Meanwhile, the Kalaburagi
police, who have lodged an FIR
against Ravikumar in connec-
tion with the incident, are pre-
paring to initiate legal action
against him.

Since he has been booked
under the SC and ST (Preven-
tion of Atrocities) Act, which is

non-bailable, the police have
the authority to arrest him at
any time.

Sources stated that Raviku-
mar is expected to file a petition
before the court seeking bail to
avoid arrest.

Reacting to the devel-
opment, BJP State President
B.Y. Vijayendra claimed on
Tuesday, “The Congress-led
government is targeting Op-
position parties and leaders,
trying to intimidate them by fil-
ing police cases. We staged a
protest in Kalaburagi against
Minister for RDPR, IT, and BT
Priyank Kharge. We raised our
voice against the collapse of the
system in Kalaburagi district
and highlighted how the police
department is acting like a
puppet in the hands of politi-
cians.”

“MLC N. Ravikumar made
certain remarks and later
apologised for them. But the
Congress leaders got the police
complaint against him by a
third party, and an FIR was reg-
istered.

In Mangaluru, an FIR was
filed against BJP MLA Y. Bha-
rath Shetty, and earlier, another
BJP MLA from the region, Har-
ish Poonja, also faced a similar
case. They obtained a stay from
the court,” Vijayendra stated.

“In this manner, they are try-
ing to scare MLAs. They sus-
pended 18 BJP MLAs in a
similar fashion. This is a clear

attempt to target the Opposi-
tion, and such tactics are un-
democratic,” he claimed.

According to the FIR, Ra-
vikumar allegedly questioned
whether Deputy Commis-
sioner Fouzia Taranum belongs
to India or Pakistan. He is also
accused of stating that, being a
Muslim, she is incapable of
showing loyalty and trust in the
Indian Constitution due to her
religion.

The complainant further al-
leged that Ravikumar made de-
rogatory comments against
three police officers — Chan-
drashekara Tigadi, Nataraja
Naade, and Shankaragouda
Patil — stating that they were
incapable of performing their
duties.

Ravikumar reportedly re-
marked that he was unsure
whether Kalaburagi is in Kar-
nataka or Pakistan.

It is alleged that Ravikumar
issued threats against Minister
Priyank Kharge and police offi-
cials, thereby obstructing them
from performing their duties.
He also allegedly attempted to
spread panic among the public
and incite them against a par-
ticular caste and religion.

College prof
suspended
after rape
charge
PTI

MUZAFFARNAGAR

A professor here at the gov-
ernment-aided Chhotu Ram
Degree College was sus-
pended over allegation of
sexual harassment by a stu-
dent, a varsity official said
on Tuesday.

A BSc student had on May
24 accused Dushyant
Kumar, a professor of the
Plant Pathology department
of the college, of sexual har-
assment.

College management sec-
retary Sharad Kumar told
reporters that Kumar had
been suspended Monday
after an emergency meet-
ing.

He said a sub-committee
will investigate the incident.

Kumar, under police cus-
tody, was on Monday denied
bail by Chief Judicial Magis-
trate Kavita Agrawal.

According to prosecution
officer KC Mori, Kumar was
arrested on May 24 on
charges of sexually harass-
ing a student.

Police have since added
two more sections against
him, section 64 (rape) and
section 62 (attempt to com-
mit certain crimes).

SP unlikely to offer
Cong more seats
Biswajeet Banerjee
LUCKNOW

Tensions are simmering
within the INDIA alliance in
Uttar Pradesh ahead of the
2027 Assembly elections, as
the Samajwadi Party (SP) ap-
pears unwilling to allot a sig-
nificant number of seats to the
Congress. According to party
insiders, SP is focusing on
strengthening its own grass-
roots network and is not in-
clined to concede more than
35 to 40 seats to its alliance
partner.

Sources in the party reveal
that organizational work is
underway across most consti-
tuencies, and prospective can-
didates have been tasked with
boosting support at the booth
level, especially among the
PDA (Pichhda, Dalit, Alpsank-
hyak – backward, Dalit, and

minority) communities. The
emphasis is on building local
support bases rather than
relying on seat-sharing ar-
rangements that may not yield
returns.

The internal debate has in-
tensified following Congress
MP from Saharanpur, Imran
Masood’s recent “80-17” re-
mark, which many inter-
preted as a veiled demand for
a larger seat share for the Con-
gress in the alliance. The com-
ment has sparked discussions
in political circles about the
likely breakdown of seat ne-
gotiations between the two
parties. SP sources claim the
remark is a calculated move by
Congress as part of its psycho-
logical pressure strategy, using
second-tier leaders to signal
bargaining positions without
direct confrontation from the
party high command.

SC issues notice to Centre, states
on plea challenging Waqf Act
ANI
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day issued notice to the Centre
and state governments on a
plea challenging the Constitu-
tional validity of certain provi-
sions of the Waqf Act, 1995, as
amended by the Waqf
(Amendment) Act, 2025.

A bench of Chief Justice of
India BR Gavai and Justice Au-
gustine George Masih tagged
the plea along with pending
petitions challenging the 1995
Waqf Act. The apex court was
hearing the petition filed by
one Nikhil Upadhyay challeng-
ing the 1995 Act.

During the hearing, the

bench asked advocate Ashwini
Upadhyay, appearing for the
petitioner, as to why he was
challenging 1995 Act in 2025.

Upadhyay responded that
he was also challenging 2013
Waqf Amendment Act. To
this, CJI said, "Even then, 2013
to 2025. 12 years. There is
delay." Supreme Court is al-
ready hearing petitions chal-
lenging the Places of Worship
Act 1991 and the National Mi-
nority Commission Act 1992,
advocate submitted.

Additional Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati, representing
the Centre, told the bench that
the court has not allowed the
challenge to the 1995 Act to be
heard along with the petitions

challenging the 2025 Amend-
ment. However, there is no ob-
jection to this fresh petition
being tagged along with the
other petition challenging the
1995 Act.

The petition submitted that
only Muslims have a law relat-
ing to the administration of
their charitable properties, and
other religions do not have a
similar law; hence, the Waqf
Act 1995 was discriminatory.
The petition challenged the
constitutional validity of cer-
tain sections of the Waqf Act
1995 as amended by the Waqf
(Amendment) Act 2025, con-
tending that these provisions
are against Articles 14, 15, 21, 25,
26, and 27 of the Constitution.

‘Will oppose any attempt
for govt control on temples’
PTI
LUCKNOW

S a m a j w a d i
Party president
Akhilesh Yadav
on Tuesday voiced strong op-
position to any government in-
tervention in the management
of temples, saying they must be
protected from “administrative
corruption”.

Sharing a video report on so-
cial media platform X, which
claimed that a trust has been
constitutedtomanagetheaffairs
of the Banke Bihari temple in
Mathura,YadavaccusedtheBJP
government of indirectly taking
control of major temples across
thecountryunderthepretextof
better administration.

“Through the excuse of
management, the BJP and its
associates are gradually taking
indirect control of prominent
temples. Those who have been
traditionally managing these
temples for centuries with de-
votion are being stripped of
their rights and are being un-
fairly accused of being inca-
pable or mismanaging temple
affairs,” Yadav alleged in a post
in Hindi.

He said offerings made by
devotees have historically been
used for temple services like
darshan, prasad distribution,
safety, public facilities, and
'dharamshalas'. Such functions
are best handled by those with
a deep spiritual connection to
the place, he said.

‘How did Saeed and
Azhar escape?’
ANI
NEW DELHI

Congress leader Pawan
Khera on Tuesday slammed
the Centre for not nabbing
the persons involved in the
major terrorist attacks in
the country in the recent
years including in Pahalgam
and wanted to know the
conditions on which the re-
cent "ceasefire" between
India and Pakistan reached.

"So far, we have not got
answers to what happened
to the terrorists in Poonch
in 2023, in Ganderbal on 2
October 2024, in Pahalgam
in April 2025, and where are
the terrorists?" Pawan
Khera asked in a press con-
ference here.

"On what conditions did
the ceasefire (between
India and Pakistan) happen?
How did Hafiz Saeed and
Masood Azhar escape? ...
There should be serious dis-
cussions on serious issues,"
he added.

Congress and other Op-
position parties have been
asking for a special session
of Parliament to discuss the
Pahalgam terror attack and
the Operation Sindoor.
They also demanded an all-
party meeting chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Shivakumar pledged
support for officer
Bengaluru: Deputy CM
DK Shivakumar on Tues-
day said the state govern-
ment would stand by the
woman IAS officer tar-
geted by a BJP MLC with
a Pakistan reference in a
repeat of the Madhya
Pradesh episode where a
minister’s remarks on Col
Sofiya Qureshi triggered
a widespread backlash.

SC dismisses plea to include
Savarkar’s name in Emblems Act

Jaipur: Four workers who
had entered a septic tank of a
Jewellery manufacturing
company here to clean the
sludge died while four others
fainted due to poisonous gas
late on Monday. – Manish
Godha
Kumble wildlife, forest
ambassador: The Karna-

taka Gov-
ernment
has ap-
pointed
former In-
dian cricket

captain Anil Kumble as the
brand ambassador for Karna-
taka Forests and Wildlife. –
Vinay Madhava Gowda

Four workers choke to death
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