
STATOISTICS A slice of life in numbers

Are Lok Adalats Easing The 
Burden Of Courts?
Lok Adalats settled 24.5 crore cases 
over four years. Under the Legal 
Services Authorities Act, these 
decisions are on a par with a civil 
court’s final decree 
— binding 
on all parties 
and with no 
provision  
for appeal

By Doreen Bora

Cases disposed of in 
Lok Adalats between 
2021 and 2024  
(In Cr)

2021               2022              2023             2024

1.3
4.2

8.5
10.5

Note: Cases 
disposed of includes 
disputes at the 
pre-litigation stage 
and cases pending 
in courts

Source: Ministry of 
Law and Justice

Total
24.5
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In a glaring lapse of security infrastructure, not a single jail in
Odisha is equipped with advanced mobile signal blockers. In the

era of 5G, some key prisons still operate on outdated 2G jamming
systems, raising concerns about unchecked use of mobile phones by
inmates, reports Debabrata Mohapatra. Odisha has 87 correctional
facilities with a total capacity of 24,196 inmates.

In Odisha jails, jammers still in 2G era

Mumbai: IIT-B is once again
top JEE (A) rankers’ first
choice. Nine of  the top 10 and
73 of  the top 100 rankers have
chosen it despite other IITs
making attempts to woo
them, including flying a num-
ber of  them and their parents
in for a campus visit.

All top 10 rankers chose
IIT-B in 2024. Rank 9 this year
is headed for MIT.

“This year, IIT-Madras in-
vited the top 200 all-India
rankers with their parents to
their campus and paid for
their airfares so that they
could explore its academic
programmes and experience
the institute firsthand as part
of  its admission outreach,”
said a top ranker, who reached
out to his mentor, Pankaj Birla
at Allen Coaching, and asked
whether he ought to rethink
his only option: IIT-B’s Com-

puter Science. “It told us all
that there are many options
that might be considered bet-
ter than IIT-B’s Computer Sci-
ence.”

IIT-Delhi wasn’t far be-
hind. For the first time, its of-
fice of  academic outreach and
new initiatives, under the ‘Ex-
perience IIT-D’ programme,
also held open house events in
Mumbai and Bengaluru for
JEE (A) qualifiers to help them
understand academic, re-
search, extra- and co-curricu-
lar activities and the campus
life of  the institute.

But when it came to deci-
sion time, IIT-B once agai-
n—as it has for a decade and
a half—emerged as the clear
favourite. Of  the top 500 JEE
rankers, 179 chose it, IIT-Del-
hi 109 and IIT-Madras just 69.

Part of  any IIT’s pull, said
alumni, is peer-driven and it’s
no different for IIT-B. “If  every-
body’s going to IIT-B every
year, then next year too, people

want to go to it. They think if
smart people did this last year,
there must be a reason for it.
So, the momentum has sort of
slowly built on itself,” said
IIT-B alumnus Vishal Misra,

vice dean of  computing and AI
at Columbia Engineering.

IIT-Kharagpur and IIT-
Kanpur are textbook exam-
ples of  this. About 40 years
ago, IIT-Kharagpur, the ol-

dest, was the most coveted
campus as its alumni scaled
corporate heights and built
on its legacy. In 20 years, IIT-
Kanpur knocked it off  the
top post. “During my time,
Kanpur used to be the most
sought after IIT. Top rankers
used to go there. In our final
year, the discussion points
used to be about admission
and scholarship to some US
university,” said Misra, vice
dean of  computing and AI at
Columbia Engineering.

The popularity of  its cam-
pus environment and the pow-
erful networking possibilities
it offers contributed to the
overwhelming shift to IIT-B.
“About 10-12 years ago, when I
was visiting it, the discussion
in the fourth year was not
about who gets the call from
where. The whole mindset has
changed from going abroad to
doing your own thing, being
an entrepreneur in India,”
said Misra. He said while IIT-
Kanpur has great teachers, it
doesn’t offer the same envi-
ronment as IIT-B “as it is in
Kanpur”. “Being in Mumbai
helps a lot.”

Bombay still the king of IITs, draws
9 out of top 10 JEE rankers, 73 of 100

Among Top 500 Rankers, 109 
Pick Delhi, 69 Go For Madras Admission trends

IIT-B
Computer Science & Engg: 
Closing rank narrowed to 66, 
from 68 in 2024
Electrical Engg: Opening rank 
at 106 and closing rank at 418
Mechanical Engg: Opening 
rank at 490, closing rank at 
1766
BSc Maths: Opened higher at 
370 and closed at 957
BSc Chemistry: Opted by 
rank 335, closed at 6,647

IIT-D
Computer Science & Engg: 
Opening rank 24, closed at 
125. Abu Dhabi campus 
opened at 1169 and closed at 
1346
Electrical Engg: Opened at 
365, closed at 591

IIT-M
Computer Science & Engg: 
Opening rank 79, stream 
closed at rank 171
AI and Data Analytics: Opened 
at 102, last admission given  
to rank 292

IIT-H
AI: Opened at rank 690, closed 
at 823

POPULAR CAMPUS, NETWORKING HUB
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New Delhi/Thiruvanan-
thapuram: A fifth-genera-
tion stealth F-35 fighter jet op-
erating from an aircraft carri-
er of  the UK in the Indian
Ocean made an emergency
landing at the Thiruvanan-
thapuram international air-
port in Kerala after running
low on fuel on Saturday night.

The F-35B, specifically
designed for short take-off
and vertical landing, had
taken off  from the deck of
HMS Prince of  Wales for a
sortie but could not land
back, possibly due to bad
weather, and then sought as-
sistance from Indian author-
ities. The airport declared an
emergency to ensure the ad-
vanced fighter landed safely.

“It was a normal occur-
rence of  diversion by the F-35
in such a situation. The Indi-
an Air Force facilitated the jet
landing at Thiruvananthapu-
ram for flight safety reasons.
All assistance is being given to
the F-35, with IAF coordinat-
ing with other agencies,” a de-
fence official said.

Fuel trouble
forces UK’s 
F-35 to land 

in Kerala

Harveer Dabas TNN

Bijnor: A 50-year-old man is battling for life
after a snake bit his tongue when he tried to
kiss the reptile in a bid to make an impression
and make a video, which has since been wide-
ly circulated online and has sparked wide-
spread ridicule from netizens.

The incident took place in Haibatpur vil-
lage of  Amroha district on Friday evening.
Jitendra Kumar, a marginal farmer, had res-
cued the snake and was attempting to film a
video with it. Several bystanders recorded
the incident as he carried out the risky
stunt, which ended with the snake bite.

Villagers claimed that Kumar was intoxi-
cated at the time and was smoking while at-
tempting to kiss the snake.

The video shows Kumar placing a snake
around his neck and bringing it close to his
mouth. As he sticks out his tongue toward the
reptile, it suddenly strikes, biting him on the
tongue and shocking onlookers. Kumar’s condi-
tion quickly deteriorated and he was rushed to a
nearby hospital, from where he was referred to
a higher medical facility. Kumar’s family has
not reported the incident to the authorities.

Village head Jaikirat Singh confirmed that
Kumar is currently admitted to the intensive
care unit of  a private hospital in Moradabad.
His condition is critical. “A snake emerged
from a wall in the village on Friday evening,
causing panic. Jitendra arrived at the scene,
caught the reptile, and played with the snake
for some time and eventually brought it close to
his mouth. When his grip loosened, the snake
bit him on his tongue. Startled, Jitendra re-
leased the snake, which then slithered into the
nearby bushes.”

Man’s bid to kiss snake
lands him in ICU

Talks are underway to
access electricity bill
database which will

make it more convenient for
citizens.

UIDAI chief  executive offi-
cer Bhuvnesh Kumar told
TOI that a new app has been
developed by the agency and
around 2,000 of  the one lakh
machines have now moved to
the new tool. “You will soon be
able to do everything sitting at
home other than providing
fingerprints and IRIS,” he
said. This will include updat-
ing addresses, phone num-
bers, name change and even
rectification of  a wrong date
of  birth. The move to allow QR
code-based mobile to mobile
or app to app transfer of  Aad-
haar is seen to be crucial to
check against misuse and is
proposed to be used for sever-
al purposes — from checking
in at hotels to identity verifi-
cation on a running train. “It
offers maximum user control
over your own data and can be
shared only with consent,”
Kumar said. 

This can also be used by
sub-registrars and registrars
at the time of  property regis-
tration, where frauds often
take place. Kumar said UIDAI
is sensitising state govts to
use Aadhaar to verify the cre-
dentials of  those coming to
register property so that some
of  the frauds can be prevent-
ed. He said UIDAI has also ini-
tiated talks with CBSE and
other exam boards to ensure
biometric and other data up-
dation of  children, which re-
quire to be done between five
and seven years and again be-
tween 15 and 17. 

Max user control
over your own data,
can be shared only
with consent: UIDAI
�Continued from P1
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Bengaluru: Congress’s decision
to undertake a new caste survey in
Karnataka has left the Siddara-
maiah govt sandwiched between a
section of  backward classes appre-
hensive of  losing their purported
advantage of  numbers in the Kan-
tharaj Commission’s report and
dominant communities like Lin-
gayats and Vokkaligas that seek re-
enumeration.

This growing divergence over
the upcoming “socio-economic
and educational survey” comes
days after CM Siddaramaiah’s
seemingly reluctant acceptance of
what he said was the Congress
brass’s call rather than his govt’s.

Some OBC representatives
have been urging the state govt to
implement the recommendations
of  the original caste survey report,
submitted by the Karnataka State
Commission for Backward Class-
es last year.

Data collated by the Kantharaj
Commission is said to favour
OBCs, especially communities

like the Kurubas that were classi-
fied under a separate 1-B category
with 12% reservation. The report
also proposes doubling reserva-
tion for Muslims from 4% to 8%,
which some still deem insuffi-
cient. The Shoshitha Vargagala
Maha Okkota, which represents
“oppressed” OBCs, backward
classes and minorities, has threat-
ened a statewide agitation against
the proposed new census.

K Ramachadrappa, its presi-
dent and former head of  Karnata-
ka Pradesha Kurubara Sangha,
questioned the rationale for alleg-
edly discarding Kantharaj Com-
mission report after spending Rs
168 crore on the previous survey.

“Govt claims the survey must
be conducted once every 10 years,
but that is irrelevant since the
Kantharaj report was never imple-
mented,” he said. “Our demand is
to implement its recommenda-

tions. We will meet on June 20 to de-
cide the modalities for our agita-
tion.”

In contrast, the Lingayat and
Vokkaliga communities, both of
which had opposed the Kantharaj
report, are planning an outreach
and an online survey respectively
to “complement” the survey. B
Kenchappa Gowda, president of
Vokkaligara Sangha, confirmed
his community’s plan.

Sources said the official notifi-
cation for the survey could be is-
sued next Thursday, coinciding
with Lok Sabha LoP Rahul Gand-
hi’s birthday. Rahul, who presided
over the meeting in Delhi last week
where the Cong brass asked Sidda-
ramaiah and his deputy DK Shiv-
akumar to prepare for re-enumer-
ation, is a proponent of  “social jus-
tice through caste-based surveys”.

“Procedure will be followed.
We are considering suggestions on
the survey’s modalities and sc-
hedule. I will consult CM Siddara-
maiah, and an order will be issued
soon based on his directive,” state
backward classes welfare minis-
ter Shivaraj Tangadagi said.

The cabinet has fixed a 90-day
timeline to complete the exercise.
Madhusudan R Naik, chairperson
of  BC commission, said preli-
minary work had already started.

Agitation over anti-caste
survey brewing in K’taka

OBC Resistance
Leaves CM Sidda In

A Spot Of Bother

Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah
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BOAT CAPSIZES DURING KANTARA CHAPTER 1 SHOOT;
ACTOR-DIRECTOR RISHAB SHETTY ESCAPES UNHURT

MANN IS JUST A ‘MUKHOTA’, REJECTED AAP
NETAS RUNNING PUNJAB: DELHI CM REKHA 
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