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Trump’s 25%
tariff...

Of this, about 15 million
were exported to the US, 13
million to other international
markets, and about 12 mil-
lion were sold in the Indian
market.

In January 2025, Apple
achieved an 11th consecutive
quarterly revenue record in
India, with iPhone sales esti-
mated at USD 10 billion in
2024.

India stands as the Apple's
fourth-largest market glo-
bally in 2024, after the US,
China, and Japan.

As reported last month,
driven by the escalating
trade tensions and high re-
ciprocal tariffs announced by
both China and US against
each other, in a strategic
move Apple decided to tran-
sition all production of
iPhones destined for the US
market to India from China.

We would die
of hunger...

The move was endorsed
by the Cabinet Committee
on Security (CCS), the apex
decision-making body on
strategic affairs, immediately
after the Pahalgam terror at-
tack, marking the first time
New Delhi has hit pause on
the World Bank-brokered
agreement.

As India launched Oper-
ation Sindoor, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has
repeatedly underlined the
government's uncompro-
mising position that "water
and blood cannot flow to-
gether" and "terror and talks
cannot happen at the same
time". "I would also like to
underline that any bilateral
discussion on Jammu and
Kashmir will only be on the
vacation of illegally-occupied
Indian territory by Pakistan.
On the question of the Indus
Waters Treaty, I am again re-
peating myself, it will remain
in abeyance until Pakistan
credibly and irrevocably ab-
jures its support for cross-
border terrorism.

10 top women
police...

Moreover, strict surveil-
lance measures are being im-
plemented. Use of drones
near the event venue has
been restricted and intensive
checking drives are being
conducted at all entry and
exit points of Bhopal. Police
teams are thoroughly check-
ing vehicles to prevent any
security breaches.

India has
right to...

What is important now is
that this truce remains stable,
that dialogue can happen in
order to find bilateral sol-
utions for that conflict, taking
into account the vital inter-
ests of both sides. Germany
and India have been foster-
ing a regular dialogue on the
fight against terrorism for
years, and we intend to in-
tensify it further," Johann
Wadephul said.

"Germany will support
any fight against terrorism.
Terrorism must never have a
place in the world, any-
where, and this is why we
will support everyone who
fights and has to fight terror-
ism. We very much appreci-
ate that a ceasefire has been
reached, and we hope that
there will be a solution soon,"
the German Foreign Minister
added. External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar said that
the German government had
conveyed its understanding
that every country had the
right to defend itself against
terror.

Lahore ATC
refused to...

Indian Air Force (IAF)
sources said the Northern
Area Control advised the In-
diGo crew within the frame
of the NOTAM, ensuring
safety of aircraft and passen-
gers.

Pakistan civil aviation
authorities have issued the
NOTAM (Notice to Airmen)
shutting the country's air-
space for Indian aircraft.

The sources said the In-
diGo aircraft was immedi-
ately assisted in
co-ordinating their route di-
version by contacting Delhi
Area and passing requisite
contact frequencies of La-
hore control for overflight
weather diversion request.

Relative rapes
5-year-old...

SP Manoj Kumar Rai said
that an FIR was registered
against the suspect under
rape sections and POCSO
Act.

The accused is related to
the victim's father. A medical
examination of the young
victim was conducted.

To ensure a thorough in-
vestigation, the case was as-
signed to a woman inspector.

It will be presented before
a fast-track court to seek jus-
tice for the innocent victim.

Drone attack
delays...

At the Domodedovo Inter-
national Airport, Kanimozhi
and members of her team
were received by Indian Am-
bassador Vinay Kumar and
other officials.

Op Sindoor:
Pak army...

He’s sent his men here and
said he will return only when
things calm down."

The panic was com-
pounded by casualties within
the Pakistani Army. One in-
tercept confirmed the death
of Captain Hasnain Shah of
the 16th Baloch Regiment,
who was killed in the Haji
Peer sector. His body was re-
portedly brought back to Ab-
bottabad by the 6th Pakistani
Brigade.

Indian Army officials esti-
mate that at least 64 Pakis-
tani soldiers were killed and
over 96 wounded in India's
retaliatory strikes. As per the
army, India did not target ci-
vilian or non-military infra-
structure, focusing solely on
terror hubs and those pro-
viding cover to militants.

Convicted for
pointing...
“Friday, at 10:30 am, after re-
ceiving the legal opinion of 
the Advocate General, the 
membership of Kanwar Lal 
has been disqualified. The 
decision is in accordance 
with the law,” said Devnani. 

The disqualification is in 
accordance with Article 
191(1)(e) of the Indian Con-
stitution and Section 8(3) of 
the Representation of the 
People Act, 1951.  

Devnani stated that the 
disqualification took effect 
from the date of conviction, 
and consequently, the Anta
(193) Assembly seat in Dis-
trict Baran has been de-
clared vacant. The Speaker 
clarified that the decision 
was made after receiving 
legal advice from the Advo-
cate General of Rajasthan.

Army officer,
23, dies...

"Demonstrating remark-
able presence of mind, self-
less leadership and
unwavering commitment to
his team, Lt Shashank Tiwari
instinctively leapt into the
treacherous waters to save
the Agniveer, without a mo-
ment of hesitation. Another
soldier Naik Pukar Katel also
followed immediately in sup-
port. Together, they man-
aged to rescue the drowning
Agniveer," the official said.

However, Lt Tiwari was
swept away by the forceful
current. Despite desperate ef-
forts by his patrol, his body
was recovered 800 metres
downstream by around 11:30
am, he added. At such a
young age, Lt Tiwari embo-
died the finest traditions of
the Indian Army -- placing
the life of a comrade above his
own, leading from the front
and upholding the highest
standards of military ethics
and valour, the officer said.
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Is 1991 India-Pakistan pact
treason, BJP asks Rahul

SCATHING ATTACK| Rahul takes swipe at Jaishankar for
allegedly informing Pakistan about Operation Sindoor

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi’s repeated attacks on Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar on allegedly in-
forming Pakistan about Oper-
ation Sindoor on Friday
elicited a strong response
from BJP MP Nishikant
Dubey who lashed out at him
and shared documents to
claim that a it was a govern-
ment supported by the Con-
gress which had in 1991
signed an agreement with
Pakistan to share details of
military drills and troop
movements for avoiding a
conflict.

Gandhi had over the past
week shared on multiple oc-
casions a video clip of Jai-
shankar in which he is seen
telling the media, “At the start
of the operation, we have sent
a message to Pakistan, saying
we are striking at infrastruc-
ture and we are not striking at
the military, so the military

has an option of standing out
and not interfering in this
process. They chose not to
take that good advice.”

Gandhi had alleged that
giving such advance informa-
tion to Pakistan was “not a
lapse”, but a “crime”. Others in
his party, like media and pub-
licity in-charge Pawan Khera
had even branded the EAM a
“gaddar” (traitor) for doing so.

Reacting to such allega-
tions, Dubey shared on “X” a

copy of the “Agreement be-
tween India and Pakistan on
advance notice on military 
exercises, manoeuvres and
troop movements” which
was signed by the foreign sec-
retaries of the two countries
in 1991.

The agreement had noted
that the two countries “recog-
nise the need to jointly for-
mulate an agreement at the
Government level on giving
advance notice on exercises,
manoeuvres and troop move-
ments in order to prevent any
crisis situation arising due to
misreading of the other side’s
intentions.”

Tagging Gandhi on the
post, Dubey wrote, “this is an
agreement made during the
time of your government”
and added that “In 1991, your
party-supported government
made an agreement that
India and Pakistan will ex-
change information about any
attack or army movement.”

Asking if this agreement
was “treason”, he charged

that “Congress is hand in
glove with the Pakistani vote
bank” and again questioned
Gandhi on whether it suits
him to make “objectionable
comments” against Jaishan-
kar.

The response to his claims
came from Congress leader
Pawan Khera who pointed
out that although the military
agreement between India
and Pakistan was signed on
April 6, 1991, his party had al-
ready withdrawn support
from the Chandrashekhar-
led government in late Feb-
ruary that year.

Pawan Khera added in a
post on “X” that: “This person
needs to know that in late
February 1991, Indian Na-
tional Congress had with-
drawn support from the
Chandrashekhar govt. Elec-
tions to the 10th Loksabha
had already been announced.
For further information,
please contact your party col-
league @NeerajShekharMp
(son of Chandrashekhar).”

Mamata calls for special
session of Parliament
Aritra Singha
KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
and Trinamool Congress
chairperson Mamata Baner-
jee on Friday (May 23, 2025)
called for a special session
of Parliament to discuss the
recent India-Pakistan con-
flict.

“I urge the Union Govern-
ment to convene a special
session of Parliament upon

the safe return of the del-
egation, as I believe the
people of this great nation
have the foremost right to
be informed about the re-
cent conflict and the evol-
ving developments Banerjee
posted on social media.

The Chief Minister also
said that she was “glad to see
an all-party delegation visit-
ing various countries as part
of India’s global outreach
against terrorism”.

After 48 years, 104-year-old
man released from prison
Biswajeet Banerjee
KAUSHAMBI, (UTTAR PRADESH)

At 104, Lakhan Saroj should
be spending his days sur-
rounded by grandchildren, in
quiet reflection of a long life.
Instead, he just stepped out of
prison—cleared of a murder
charge that haunted him for
nearly half a century.

In 1977, a village scuffle in
Kaushambi district led to the
death of a man named Prabhu
Saroj. Lakhan, then 56 years
old, was accused of murder
along with three others. This
month, after 48 years of legal
limbo and repeated jail terms,
the Allahabad High Court has
acquitted him.

“When the fight happened,
they had broken my aunt’s
hand and then my uncle’s leg.
They came drunk with sticks
on August 6,” Lakhan recalled,
his voice brittle but memory
sharp. “We had no choice but
to defend ourselves. Prabhu
was injured and died later.”

The altercation quickly spi-
raled into a criminal case.
Lakhan, along with Kallu,
Deshraj, and Kalesar, was ar-
rested by Sarai Akil police.
Though he was released on
bail shortly after, the case
dragged on. In 1982, a
Sessions Court in Prayagraj
sentenced all four men to life
imprisonment.

Lakhan appealed the ver-
dict in the High Court, but
navigating the legal system
proved overwhelming. “We
hired three or four lawyers
over the years, but they all
took money and disappeared.
We didn’t know how the
courts worked,” he said.

Out on bail, Lakhan con-
tinued to miss court dates due
to lack of information and
shifting addresses—he often
stayed with his daughters. As a
result, warrants were issued,
but police could never find
him. “The police would say,
‘Nothing will happen in your
case now. Go home,’” he said.
In 2014, well into his 90s, Lak-
han was sent to Naini Jail in
Prayagraj. “I was too old to be
made to work. Other inmates
treated me well,” he said. His
daughters eventually secured
his release, but his son, he
claims, made no effort to help.

In December 2024, Lakhan
was arrested again—this time
from a warrant issued by the
High Court, which required
his presence to decide the
long-pending appeal. He was
sent to Manjhanpur jail in
Kaushambi. By then, time had
silenced most voices in the
case. All those who filed the
initial complaint had died. His
co-accused Kallu and Kalesar
had also passed away. Deshraj,
the only surviving co-accused,
is bedridden. Lakhan’s case
had, by then, become Lakhan
vs State.

In January 2025, the High
Court acquitted Lakhan, rul-
ing that the evidence did not

support the murder charge.
But he remained in jail for
another 20 days—not because
of any legal complication,
but due to a delay in process-
ing his release warrant.

“The release order from
the CGM Court in Prayagraj
could not be uploaded in
time,” said Additional Dis-
trict Judge of Kaushambi,
Purnima Pranjal. “The dis-
trict jail cannot release any-
one without proper
documentation.”

Asha, Lakhan’s fourth
daughter, said the family had
no choice but to fight the

legal battle themselves. “The
case was older than us. Our
brother abandoned him, so
we took it on,” she said. “He
was in jail for three years in
2014, and again for 20 days this
year just because of paper-
work.”

Lakhan, who had two mar-
riages, has five daughters from
his second wife. It is his
daughters who have been his
only support in recent years.
They helped him survive jail,
pay lawyers, and understand
court proceedings.

EC to now provide mobile deposit
facility outside polling stations
Gaurav Vivek
Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

Recognising the fact that mo-
bile phones are no longer
only means of communica-
tion but also provide access
to payments to voters and
help them access transport
in travelling for casting their
votes, the Election Commis-
sion has decided to Mobile
Deposit Facility for voters
outside the polling stations.

In a statement, the poll

panel said there has been an
increase in the coverage and
usage of mobile phones in
both urban and rural areas
and that the voters, es-
pecially the senior citizens,
women and Persons with
Disabilities (PwD) electors
among them, faced chal-
lenges in managing mobile
phones on the poll day. As
such it said comprehensive
instructions have been is-
sued to provide mobile de-
posit facilities just outside
the polling stations.
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