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ATTACK AFTERMATH| | Entire nation awaits justice: Rahul tells Narwal kin

FPJ NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI

Mock drills, the first of their
kind since 1971, have been or-
dered by the central govern-
ment amid escalating tensions
with Pakistan following the
recent terror attack in Pahal-
gam, Jammu and Kashmir.
FPJ decodes… step by step…

It may be noted that such
drills were not ordered even
during the Kargil conflict in
1999, a conventional military
engagement that stayed
largely confined to border
zones. The current exercise,
however, is nationwide and ci-
vilian-centric, suggesting that
the perceived threat is both
broader and deeper.

The government seems to
be sending a dual message: to
its citizens, a call for vigilance;
to its adversaries, a warning
that India is prepared for es-
calation.
IMPLICATIONS

Pre-War Posturing: Though
termed a “mock drill,” the na-
ture of the exercise suggests a

country bracing for possible
conflict. These are not just dis-
aster readiness exercises; they

simulate war-like scenarios.
Psychological Prepared-

ness: By involving civilians—

students, volunteers, and local
authorities—the drills instil a
sense of urgency and aware-

ness. In many ways, they serve
as psychological inoculation

against panic in the event of
real conflict.
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Man gets life
for killing
schoolboy
A court here on Tuesday
sentenced a man to life
imprisonment for the
shocking murder of a 15-
year-old schoolboy in Kat-
takada in this district, in
2023. The Thiruvanantha-
puram Additional Sessions
Court-VI Judge Vishnu K
found the accused, Priya-
ranjan, guilty of murder
under Section 302 of the
Indian Penal Code.

NEW DELHI

ED attaches
WTC group’s
properties
The ED said it attached
hundreds of acres of land
and unsold real estate in-
ventory in Delhi-NCR,
apart from some residen-
tial units in Goa, worth Rs
2,348 crore as part of a
money-laundering investi-
gation against realty group
WTC Faridabad Infrastruc-
ture Private Limited and
other WTC Group entities.

NEW DELHI

CBI arrests
OIL official
for `7L bribe
The CBI has arrested Dep-
uty General Manager of
OIL, Duliajan, Assam and
DGM of private company
for demanding and ac-
cepting bribe of Rs 7 lakh
to manipulate award of
contract work.

Woman Naxalite
killed
PTI
RAIPUR

A woman Naxalite was killed 
in an encounter with security 
forces in Chhattisgarh's Bija-
pur district amid the ongoing 
massive anti-Naxal operation 
in the area, a senior police of-
ficial said on Tuesday. 

The gunfight took place on 
Monday in the forest around 
Karregutta hills along Chhat-
tisgarh-Telangana border, ac-
cording to police. 

PTI
KATIHAR

Eight people died and two
others were injured in a head-
on collision between a car and
a tractor in Bihar's Katihar dis-
trict, police said on Tuesday.

The car passengers were re-
turning from a wedding func-

tion when the accident took
place Sameli block office on
the intervening night of Mon-
day and Tuesday, they said.

Police immediately reached
the spot and rushed the vic-
tims to the nearest govern-
ment hospital where eight
were declared brought dead,
the police said.

14 killed in rain-related incidents in Gujarat
PTI
AHMEDABAD

At least 14 persons have
died in rain-related inci-
dents as thunderstorms,
along with strong winds
and dust storms, battered
several parts of Gujarat,
officials said on Tuesday.

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) has
forecast thunderstorms
with lightning and strong
winds of up to 50-60
kmph across the state for

the next few days.
As many as 168 out of

253 talukas in the state re-
ceived unseasonal rains in
the last 24 hours, with
Kheda, Gandhinagar,
Mehsana and Vadodara
districts getting 25 to 40
mm rains, the State 
Emergency Operation
Centre (SEOC) said in its
update.

Officials said strong
winds uprooted trees,
hoardings, and pillars,
and parts of houses col-

lapsed in several districts,
leaving many injured.

According to the SEOC,
thirteen persons died in
rain-related incidents
such as lightning, electro-
cution, and collapse of
trees, houses and hoard-
ings in Ahmedabad,
Anand, Kheda, Dahod,
Aravalli and Vadodara
districts of Gujarat on
Monday, and one person
died in lightning strike in
Ahmedabad's Viramgam
on Sunday.

Four deaths were re-
ported in Kheda district,
three in Vadodara, two
each in Ahmedabad,
Dahod and Aravalli, and
one in Anand district, it
stated.

Four persons died as
trees fell on them, while
two were killed after
coming under hoardings.
Two died due to electro-
cution, three due to light-
ning, and three others
after parts of houses fell
on them, the SEOC said.

China will veto any
resolution against
Pakistan: Tharoor
ANI
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

As the United Nations Security
Council held a closed door
session in New York, holding
deliberations amid growing
tensions between India and
Pakistan, Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor said on Tues-
day that he does not expect
"anything specific" from the
meeting, as any resolution
against Pakistan will be vetoed
by China, a permanent
member of the UN body.

Tharoor, a fomer UN diplo-
mat also said that any resol-
ution against India will be
objected to and vetoed by
multiple countries and men-
tioned that there is not much
that might come from the
meeting, maybe just a state-
ment urging for peace and
raising concerns over terror-
ism.

"I am quiet confident that
the UNSC will not pass a resol-
ution criticising Pakistan be-
cause China will veto it, they
will not pass a resolution criti-
cising us as many countries
will object to it and probably

veto it," Tharoor, a Lok Sabha
MP from Thiruvananthapu-
ram said.

Talking about the closed-
door meeting, the Congress
leader detailed that whatever
happened in the meeting will
be known only if they release
a statement and till now there
have been only unofficial
briefings. However, he did
mention that the meeting did
not go as well for Pakistan as
member nations asked tough
questions on Lashkar-e-Taiba
and more.

The Congress leader said
that according to the briefings
it looked like the member
countries understood that the
concerns about terrorism and
LeT "understandably pro-
voked" an Indian reaction
after the Pahalgam attack.

Ashish Singh
MUMBAI

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA), in coordination
with central intelligence
agencies, including the Re-
search and Analysis Wing
(RAW), has intensified its in-
vestigation into the recent ter-
ror attack in Pahalgam,
Jammu and Kashmir. The
focus has now shifted to The
Resistance Front’s (TRF) sus-
picious retraction of its earlier
claim of responsibility, an act
officials say exemplifies a new
digital guerrilla warfare strat-
egy.

TRF, a Pakistan-based
proxy of the Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT), initially claimed re-
sponsibility for the pahalgam
attack via obscure social
media platforms such as

Chirpwire and Mastodon,
using a handle called 'Kash-
mir Conflict'. However, three
days later, the group issued a
denial through a newly cre-
ated Telegram channel, alleg-
ing a “coordinated cyber
intrusion” had led to the false
claim.

Investigators believe this
sequence is part of TRF’s evol-
ving digital guerrilla warfare
strategy, described by officials
as a 'Tactical Disinformation
Strategy'. The group’s modus
operandi includes making in-
itial claims through obscure
propaganda channels to gain
notoriety, followed by quick
retractions to confuse investi-
gators and complicate at-
tribution.

A senior intelligence officer
told The Free Press Journal
on condition of anonymity,

that. “This is part of a broader
hybrid warfare model. The
objective is to operate in the
digital grey zone, where tradi-
tional violence, cyber decep-
tion, and psychological
operations converge to form a
new battlefield.”

"TRF's ties with the People’s
Anti-Fascist Front (PAFF) and
covert backing from Pakis-
tan’s Inter-Services Intelli-
gence (ISI) underscore a
larger proxy warfare frame-
work, where non-state actors
operate on behalf of or with
the covert support of a state to
carry out hostile acts while
preserving 'plausible denia-
bility'. Through TRF, ISI is able
to sustain its anti-India
agenda without direct at-
tribution, enabling Pakistan to
deny involvement publicly,”
the officer added.

NIA, RAW probe TRF’s digi-deception 
Rajesh Moudgil
CHANDIGARH

Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi on Tuesday met with the
family of Navy officer Lt
Vinay Narwal, who was killed
in the recent terror attack in
Pahalgam and condoled his
death.

Haryana in-charge B K
Hariprasad, state president
Udai Bhan and Rohtak MP
Deepender Hooda and few
other party leaders accom-
panied Gandhi who reached
Karnal in the afternoon. He
spent around one and half
hours with the family and de-
parted at around 2.15 pm.

Gandhi, who did not inter-
act with the newspersons,
took to X and said: ``I met
the bereaved family of Lt
Vinay Narwal ji who was

martyred in the Pahalgam at-
tack and shared their grief
and consoled them’’.

He said “the whole country
stands with the family of the
martyrs’’ and reiterated that
the opposition is firmly
aligned with the government
on the matter of national se-
curity. He demanded justice
for the terror attack victims
of the terror attack and said,
`”today the entire nation,
along with the victim
families, is waiting for justice.’’

Rahul meets Narwal kin

RahulexcommunicatedfromHinduism
forinsultingManusmriti:Saraswati
PTI
HARIDWAR

Shankaracharya Swami Avi-
mukteshwaranand Saraswati
on Tuesday said Leader of Op-
position in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi has been excom-
municated from Hinduism for
insulting the Manusmriti.

Describing the Manusmriti
as the foundation of Sanatan
Dharma, he said Rahul Gandhi
had insulted it in some context
in the Lok Sabha.

He said the decision to ex-
communicate the Congress
leader from Hinduism was
taken after he did not respond

to a notice issued by the Math
for insulting the Manusmriti
nor offer an apology for it.

“Rahul Gandhi has been for-
mally excommunicated from
Hinduism by the Shankara-
charya Math,” the Shankara-
charya of Jyotirpeeth
Badrinath Dham announced at
his Math in Kankhal.

“He was also given a notice
in this regard by the Shankara-
charya Math, but he neither
apologised for it nor gave any
reply to the notice. That is why
he has been formally excom-
municated from Hinduism by
the Shankaracharya Math,” the
Shankaracharya said.

8 killed in car-tractor
collision in Bihar
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